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ENERGY ECONOMICS CHLLE 


FORELGN MINISTRY OFFLCIAL REPORTS ON ANTARCTIC CONFERENCE 


Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 3 Feb 83 p 3-C 


[Text] At their latest meeting held in New Zealand, countries belonging to the 
Antarctic Treaty Advisory Council resolved not to permit any mining activity 
that might break the ecological balance existing on that continent. 


This information was announced by the general director of foreign policy of 
the Foreign Ministry, Ambassador Fernando Zegers Santa Cruz, who returned from 


the meeting held in Wellington two days ago. 


Zegers Santa Cruz explained that the foundations were laid at the meeting for 
drafting a general code aimed at regulating mining activity and the extraction 
of hydrocarbons in the Antarctic. He added that it was resolved to proceed 
with greater speed in order to conclude work as soon as possible. 


The meeting was the continuation of a special advisory meeting on the topic, 
a meeting held in June of last year and that will continue in Bonn, Germany, 


in the middle of this year. 


'The results of talks were very positive with respect to the definition of the 
characteristics or elements that the code must contain. There was a clear 
agreement to move with greater speed and establish the preeminence of the eco- 


logical factor," he said. 


"The countries agreed that it is important not to permit any mining activity 
not acceptable from the ecological standpoint," he said. 


In addition, Zegers Santa Cruz stated that the code will also have to resolve 
problems such as the role in working mineral and hydrocarbon resources played 


by nations claiming sovereignty in the Antarctic. 


Participating in the meeting held in Wellington were the 14 countries belonging 
to the Antarctic Treaty Advisory Council: Argentina, the Federal Republic of 
Germany, Australia, Belgium, Chile, the United States, France, Great Britain, 
Japan, Norway, New Zealand, Poland, South Africa and the Soviet Union. 

















New Zealand 


Ambassador Zeyers reported that during his stay in New Zealand, he had had 
contacts with various officials from that country's Ministry of Foreign Rela- 


tions. 


He stated that during the first half of this year, a high official from the 
New Zealand Government is expected to visit Chile. There is a mutual interest 
in achieving closer bilateral relations, especially in the economic sphere. 


"For us, ties with New Zealand are important because of what they imply bilater- 
ally, as well as with regard to Chile's opening to the Pacific. They have an 
important presence in a large part of that area, especially with respect to 

the new island nations with which are are trying to achieve closer relations. 

We have recently opened a number of missions on them." 


Concerning the boycott maintained by port unions against Chile, the diplomat 
said that it was an anomalous situation that both governments wanted to elimin- 
ate. 


"Now that the situation has been overcome, immense possibilities open up eco- 
nomically and commercially. The crossings made by ships between the two coun- 
tries have important projections for the Pacific Basin." 


The ambassador expressed his confidence that some high New Zealand official 
would participate in the meeting of businessmen from the Pacific Basin to be 
held in our country in May." 


11,464 
CSO: 3348/202 














ENERGY ECONOMICS CHILE 


EXPORTS ESTIMATED TO REACH $4.4 BILLION IN 1983 
Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 4 Feb 83 p 3-C 


[Text] An incentive for the establishment of consortiums exporting native 
products so that they might compete more advantageously on foreign markets is 
one of the actions now being studied by the joint commission. Made up of 
members trom the public and private sector, the commission seeks to increase 
Chilean exports. 


Julio Dittborn, executive secretary of the commission and executive director 
o: PROCHILE [Institute for Export Promotion], explains that the government's 
special interest in orienting the country toward foreign markets is not only 
the result of current problems, but also of the natural limits imposed on 
national production by the relatively small Chilean market. 


The executive director of PROCHILE stated that one of the projects in which 
that organization is now engaged is an estimate of Chilean exports for the 
decade, based on real investments. 


He said that for this year, it is hoped that an overall volume of $4.4 billion 
will be reached, a figure that would be approximately $800 million higher than 
that for 1982. 


"In this sense, January showed that the projections are being met. One clear 
example is the increase achieved that month by fruit exports, whose physical 
shipments exceeded the same month in 1982 by 53 percent," he said. 


Sectorial Committees 


Julio Dittborn explained that in order to provide the export incentive which 
the government has in mind, the PROCHILE structure has been strengthened, 
basically through the hiring of high-level professionals whose mission the 
past two months has been to become well acquainted with the concerns of the 


private export sector. 


"In this sense, PROCHILE is useful to the extent that it solves problems and 
achieves an increase in private exports," he said. Dittborn added that with 
the cooperation of Jorge Fontaine, president of the Froduction and Commerce 
Confederation who was also the first director of the Export Promotion Insti- 
tute, as well as of small and medium-size industries forming CONUPIA [National 




















Single Contederation of Snall Industry and Crafts}. To date, som 

tees of related export producers have been formed. 

a! ay ir ly { . ; . + Mi ¢ Artan + ’ lo ’ 

iney inciude committees tor wood, wine and piSco Orancy, aipde, eG FOOGS, 


tishing, iron products, manufactured goods of wood, shoes and plastics. Each 
ot these committees is made up of about ten businessmen. 

He stated that the committees are an attempt to solve internal problems which 
somehow obstruct the export process, whether these problems be relative to 
existing standards or the activities of organizations such as the Central 
Bank, the General Customs Directorate, EMPORCHI [Port Enterprise of Chile] and 
others, tor which purpose meetings are being held every two weeks with govern- 
ment authorities. 


"At these meetings, which may be with the ministers of finance or agriculture, 
depending on the topic, action is taken on those petitions deemed to be reason- 
able and timely and on those requiring further study, the secretaries of stat 
themselves set a time period for giving a reply. What we are attempting with 
this,’ Dittborn says, "is to set ourselves up as good channels for the concerns 
of the difterent export sectors so that they will reach the authorities.” 


Examples ot this action include the elimination of a tax on the extraction of 
algae and a study of a mechanism speeding up the return of customs duties and 
the value added tax on those materials used in products to be exported, a 
procedure that is now extremely slow. 


Concerning foreign markets, the committees are trying to find the best possible 
way of promoting their products abroad, including participation in specific 
international fairs, bringing important buyers to the country or advertising 

in specialized periodicals, action that should be paid for by both the govern- 
ment and the exporters enjoying the benefits. 


Concerning the establishment of export consortiums, he said that it is a 
mechanism used by other countries such as New Zealand or South Africa, one that 
enables businessmen to have greater negotiating power on world markets. He 
added that an important seminar will soon be held on the topic, at which the 
advantages and disadvantages offered will be studied in depth. 


11,464 
CSO: 3348/202 














ENERGY ECONOMICS JAMAICA 


POWER COMPANY REPORTS EXCESS MEGAWATTS, OTHER ADVANCES 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 28 Jan 83 p l 





(Text } 


OR THE first time since. December 1979, the Jamaica Public 
Service Company has in excess of 300 megawatts available 
generating: capacity, the Chairman of the company’s Board of 


Directors, Mr. Orville Cox, said yesterday. 
"Mr. Cox, who 1s also Chief Executive of the company, and other members of the 


Board met senior and middle managers of the company at the JPSCo head office,in New 


Kingston, at which the announcement was made. 


The meeting reviewed the progress ot the organiza- 
tion ower the past 18 months and announced the 
appointment of a new Managing ‘Director, Mr. Bran 
Picken. . 

Mr. Picken has been contracted by the company 
trom the Central Electricity Board in England and will 
assume his new responsibility on February 1. From 
1978 he has been the Group Manager of the Southwest 
region ot the CEB, managing a group of power stations 
praducing 35000 megawatts of power. 

speaking on the developments at the company, Mr. 

Cox said that the Old Harbour No.4 unit is now back 
in service, and unit No.3 at the same station will be re- 
commissioned in a few weeks, after a comprehensive 
overhaul. 
-’ The two units have between them a capacity of 
$37 megawatts of power. Contracts to rehabilitate units 
band 2 at Old Harbour have’ been signed and prelimi- 
nary work is underway. These represent an additional 
90 megawatt at Old Harbour. 

Gas turbine No.3 at Bogue and Nos.4 and 5 4t 
Hunts Bay have also been fully retitted and repaired. 
These three provide a capacity of 60 megawats, with 
an additional 20 megawatts for gas C&rbines 1 and 2, at 


Hunts Bay. 
Waste. 


CSO: 3298/354 


Negotiations for a loan have been concluded with 
the World Bank and the purchase of two slow speed 20 
megawatts diesel engines from Japan is being arranged. 

For the tirst time since December 1979 the compa- 
ny's generating capacity is in excess of 300 megawatts, 
he said. 

In addition to rehabilitation of primary equipment, 
the Board has also made major organizational changes 
to improve productivity and service to the public. 

Organizational changes announced by Mr. Cox 
were: Mr. Carlton Marrtett, appointed adviser to the 
managing director: Mr. Paul Morgan, appointed direc- 
tor of glectncal operations and distncts; and Mr. Ray 
Silvera, appointed to act as director of engineering and 
projects. 


2 

A ew post of adviser on staff training who will 
report to the director of human resources development 
and industrial relations has been created. The post of 
admunistrative assistant responsible for stores is being 
created. Changes in the department of production and 
technical services wrll shortly be announced. | 

Mr. Cox will assume the post of executive chair 
man as of February 1, 1983 and Mr. Picken will report 


to him. 














ENERGY ECONOMICS VENEZUELA 


ADMINISTRATION'S POLICIES BLAMED FOR 1982 CRISIS 
Caracas RESUMEN in Spanish 30 Jan 83 pp 23-26 


(Article by Gustavo Coronel; passages enclosed in slantlines printed in 
boldface 


‘Text ) By using petroleum as a political and economic weapon, the Organiza- 
tion otf Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) became a formidable geopoliti- 
cal power during the seventies. The delicate military balance between the 
Sovier bloc and the Western democracies contributed to this by making it 
impossible to use force as an agent of persuasion. 


The decisive and unyielding reaction of the consumer nations was not long 
in coming. Through a combination of savings in consumption and greater effi- 
ciency in energy use, the principal industrialized countries managed to 
reduce the volume of hydrocarbons they imported. In 1980, unlike che 
sixties, the United States used 7 percent less energy per unit of the GDP, 
while Japan engineered a 9 percent cut. In 1981 oil consumption in the 
Western world dropped to 46.5 million barrels per day, some 5 million 
barrels per day less than in 1979, and 2.5 million barrels less than the 
1980 daily rate. The projection of hydrocarbons consumption in the United 
States for the year 2000 is 700,000 barrels per day less than in 1980. 
During the 1973-74 period, OPEC supplied 60 percent of the Western world's 
oil needs. In 1981 that organization provided only 40 percent, due to the 
growing importance of Mexico, Alaska and the North Sea as producing regions. 


The year 1982 began, therefore, with a weak oil market. Venezuelan petroleum 
authorities were aware of this, but the government took no heed. The presi- 
dent of Maraven, A. Quiros, stated in March 1982 that his firm had 
predicted the crisis, in terms of both its intensity and its duration. 
Maraven's marketing strategy, adopted on the basis of that prognosis, 
allowed it to weather the storm. If Maraven was able to foresee this, why 
couldn't the government? A fundamental ingredient in the Venezuelan debacle 
of 1982 was the inability of the government bureaucrats to see what was 
happening and to take decisive action to head it off. 


In February, the most important Venezuelan export /product,/ residual fuel, 
was not selling. The storage tanks were holding some 25 million barrels. 
Mexico had begun to compete on the residuals market, and was offering these 














products at price significantly lower than ours. For the third time in 2 


ionths, Venezuela had to adjust its residuals prices downward. Nonetheless, 
a maneuver by the indus- 


? 


our politicians viewed this situation as simply 
trialized countries to harm OPEC." 


A preliminary estimate of oil income earned by the government during that 
period indicated that revenues would drop by some 7 billion bolivars, 15 
percent below 1981 levels; but oil industry otficials already feared an 
even preater reduction, perhaps in the order of 35 percent. Venezuelan Petro- 
leum, Inc. (PETROVEN) decided, therefore, to cut its spending budget by i0 
percent in an attempt to keep the expected deficit to a minimum. 


Toward the end of February the minister of mines and energy announced that 
the situation would take a turn for the better, and that the market would 
recover in the second half of the year. Arturo Hernandez Grisanti chastized 
the government for its irresponsible conduct and poor planning, estimating 
the drop in revenues at some 10 to 12 billion bolivars. Luis E. Rey 
commented that, at a time when the country was entering a crisis, the 
yovernment stuck to its determination to establish a food bonus, which 
would cost the country about 3 billion bolivars without improving the 
people's standard of living. Oil expert Rafael Tudela felt the need to warn 
that the crisis was more serious than everyone imagined, and that the 
government would face a reduction of revenues in the order of 1.8 billion 
bolivars. An EL DIARIO DE CARACAS editorial questioned President Herrera's 
assertion that the crisis had been unpredictable. 


OPEC met in March and decided what it had to decide: to cut production to 
17.5 million barrels per day. For the first time in its history, the organi- 
zation set production quotas for each member country. Venezuela was assigned 
a quota of 1.5 million barrels per day. The market did not react favorably, 
which suggests--in retrospect--that the production cut was not enough. 


Government Eyes PDVSA Fund 


Toward the end of March some members of the Herrera cabinet began to talk 
about the Venezuelan Petroleum, Inc. (PDVSA) fund as an emergency resource. 
However, at a meeting between Calderon and the Democratic Action (AD) 
statf, the latter asserted that this would not happen and described the 
crisis as "temporary."' The president of PDVSA, Alfonzo Ravard, argued that 
it would have been impossible for anyone to predict the crisis of 1982 
based on the results of 1981, but A. Quiros--that same day--in a talk at 
the Venezuelan-American Association stated that the weakening trend in the 
market and in oil prices had been perfectly obvious. According to Quiros, 
the problem revolved around the government's inability to control public 


spending. 


The Association of the Chambers of commerce and Industry (FEDECAMARAS) 
warned that anyone who dared strip PDVSA of its fund for investment would 
face a grave responsibility. 


In an attempt to remedy the crisis and inspire confidence among the public, 
in April President Herrera announced a series of measures of varying impor- 
tance and characteristics: 














~Reduction ot public spending by 8.4 billion bolivars, plus a 10-percent 
cut in the budget of all state enterprises; 


--~Increase in the price of high octane gasoline; 

--Elimination of import subsidies; 

--Increase in the exit tax to 300 bolivars per person; 

--A series of conservation measures following the U.S. example; 
--Extension of the non-driving day to other cities of the country; 
--Use of liquefied gas in the auto fleet; 


--Enforcement of the ''Buy Venezuelan'' decree and a ban on imported men's 
clothing and shoes for 1 year. 


In addition, the president repeated that the mega-projects of the electri- 
cal, steel, mineral (coal and aluminum) and naval (shipbuilding) sectors 
would continue without interruption. The food bonus, the bridge to Margarita 
and the purchase of the F-16 fighters would also continue. The bolivar, the 
president promised, would not be devalued. 


Some of these measures were correct, others not. Increasing the price of 
gasoline should have been done a long time ago. Now it has been done 
without increasing the prices of distillates, another product that is 
squandered in this country. The measure, therefore, lacked a real conserva- 
Ctionist intent, and was viewed by the public as purely fiscal, aimed solely 
at collecting some 4 billion bolivars more each year. Persevering with 
grandiose and useless projects, and purchasing sophisticated weapons were 
seen as the corroboration of suspicions of government incompetence that had 
already grown to an almost irremediable degree among the public. 


Democratic Action accused the government of leading the country into bank- 
ruptcy. What seems clear is that Herrera's efforts were doomed to failure 
because the government did not demonstrate clear goals. A few weeks after 
he imposed these measures, Herrera was already complaining that he had not 
wanted to raise the price of gasoline and that he had been "forced by the 
Oopposition'’ to do so. These could not be the words of a decisive leader, 
but rather those of a confused and weak man. 


Crisis Intensifies 


In April, OPEC named a committee to monitor production in member countries; 
the committee was composed of Algeria, Indonesia, Venezuela and the United 
Arab Emirates. That same month, PDVSA went before Congress, estimating that 
oil revenues would drop by about 2.5 million bolivars. Minister Calderon, 
before and after his journey to Vienna, insisted that prices were improving 
and that Mexico--in a beautiful gesture of solidarity--was exporting less 

















Chan 1.2) iillion barrels per day. Actually, the bone rease In price WaS 
limited to high sulfur residual tuel, and Mexico was exportiny evervthing 


it could. 


At numerous press conferences Calderon repeated incessantly that the trend 
in prices would be highly favorable in the coming months. By this time no 
one considered these announcements to be che predictions of an expert, but 
rather political /claptrap/ to distract the public while waiting for a 
miracle to come along. Unlike Gordon in Khartoum, who did indeed expect to 


see Kitchener at any moment, the government pulled the wool over our eyes. 


By that time the flight of Venezuelan capital had reached alarming propor- 
tions. The International Monetary Fund (IMF) believed that the oil crisis 
would last tor at least the entirety of 1982 and on into 1983. 


In June, Minister Ugueto contacted AD to suggest the use of the PDVSA fund 
to pay government debts. AD categorically refused, and denounced the situa- 
tion publicly. Meanwhile, Minister Calderon was reiterating before Congress 
his optimism and his prediction of a brilliant second half of the year. 

FL. DIARIO DE CARACAS was reporting low morale at PDVSA with concern. It men- 
tioned promotions, salary raises, and decisions that were being made on the 
basis of political considerations. Alfonzo Ravard's objections came up 
against the "executive will.'' EL DIARIO spoke of a connection between 
Meneven's move to the interior and maneuvering in the world of real estate. 


A private report mention2d that ministerial interference in management deci- 
sions in the oil industry was possible because of the "pliability'' of PDVSA 
management. The report added that the decisions that should have been made 
by PDVSA in accordance with its best judgment, experience and management 
skills, were made at the Ministry of Energy and Mines. Examples of minister- 


ial interference: 


—~-Arbitrary production cuts imposed on operating firms that had already 
made commercial commitments that had to be fulfilled; 


--The ministry's decision to carry out a rationalization of the operating 
firms without making the necessary cost-effectiveness analyses; 


~-The use of PDVSA tinancial reserves for 1982 investments, which would not 
have been necessary if there had not been a transfer of funds from the 
industry to the government; 


--The revision of the Orinoco Belt projects to eliminate equipment that 
would eventually be needed (at a greater cost). 


AD President Gonzalo Barrios publicly expressed his fear that the PDVSA 
finds could be used for non-reproductive, non-petroleum expenditures. 


OPEC Meets in Vienna 


OPEC met in Vienna in July. The prices of Arabian light crude on the spot 
market were pegged at $31 per barrel, $3 below the /official/ price. The 
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1] rrket iccordiny to the U.S. press, was "moribund, practically dead. 


Faced with an anpul hing crisis, the Venezuelan povernment decided unjilater- 
ully ¢t fep up production. Taking advantaye of the fact that Iran was produ- 
cing To omttlion barrels per day above its quota, Libya 250,01 ind Nigeria 


SOO ,O1 barrels per day, in violation of the agreement, Calderon publicly 
threatened to increase Venezuelan production. Calderon's threats were a 
disturbing sign of immaturity, because Venezuela was a member of the moni- 
Cortina committee. Even so, Calderon's stance was taken behind the country's 
ack. In a childish ace of defiance, Calderon stated that he would assume 
full responsiblity for the rise in production, a futile assertion because 
the entire nation holds him responsible for such an Outrage anyway. Democra- 
cre Actton expressed its opposition to the increase and accused the PDVSA 
boarG ot directors of maintaining a passive and silent attitude in the face 
of the povernment's irresponsibility. A private study mentioned that the 
minister had really damaged the countrv's position in OPEC by publicly 
threatening to increase production, and had forgotten to consult with the 
principal opposition party concerning the decision he made. The repore 
added that Calderon appears to be lacking in good judgment and wisdom. 


Meanwhile, RESUMFN's Man of the Year, Dr L. Diaz Bruzual, was saying that 
under certain circumstances the financial resources ot PDVSA could be used 
for other profitable projects, or the industry could use them to obtain 
International loans tor the country. Diaz Bruzual, whom we Support unswer- 
vingly for his position on the steel-coal fiasco and on the raging 
corruption in BTV | expansion unknown], was wrong this time when he suggested 
a path tor PDVSA that had proven disastrous for Mexico's /PEMEX,/ which ran 
up 4 torelgn debt of $245 billion. 


After the failure ot the OPEC meeting, the price of oil on the spot market 
tell once more. Venezuela's production rose to 1.8 million barrels per day. 
Mexico stepped up its production by some 250,000 barrels per day, a move 
made possible by a decline in prices of nearly $4 per barrel below that of 


Venezuelan crude-~-a splendid example of /solidarity./ 
PDVSA Self-tinancing Fails 


in August, Carlos Chavez denounced the government's intention of making use 
of the PDVSA fund tor other purposes. Alfonzo Ravard, in the speech he pave 
marking PDVSA's seventh anniversary, mentioned that financial self-sufficien- 
Cy was incispensable for PDVSA to be able to maintain its freedom to make 
decisions. Without it, PDVSA would have to ask the government for funds, 
which was "contradictory," or resort to international indebtedness, which 
would undermine its managerial autonomy. Former Minister Valentin Hernandez 
stated that there should be no doubt about who should manage the industry, 
and 1t was not the ministry that should do so. 


By August, Venezuela's foreign reserves had shrunk by $3 billion, and the 
flight of capital showed no signs of abating. Mexico, tor its part, nation- 
alized its banks, but did not rescind its order to the United States for 
several dozen F-5 fighters. Lopez Campins or Herrera Portillo? 
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@ptlemder, Che resident of PDVSA went on TV co celal tnatc the PD\ 

tment fund ld remain intact. Former President » Awe Perez publicly 
cored (the povernment'’s imminent intention of doing what all appeared to 
fear, and expressed the opinion that such a decision would sound the death 
\neil for PDVSA,. Always sensitive to public opinion, the Herrera administra- 
Clon decided on 28 September to transter the PDVSA funde CO an account at 
the antral Bank ain bolivars. The decision was technically irreproachable 
because, by law, all foreign reserves should be under the control ot the 


entrai Bank; but it constituted an overt and unjustifiable violation of a 
national agreement made in conjunction with the nationalization, 
nereoy a percentage of the value of oil exports was to be reserved for the 
Financing of investments in the petroleum sector (Article 6, Nationalization 
Net). The decision was politically disastrous because it had the dubious 
ninishing external and internal contidence in the yovern- 
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Democratic Action, in a letter to President Herrera, opined that such a 
measure could allow the Central Bank to use the tunds to meet other needs, 


a 


which would erode che financial] autonomy of the industry. 


FEDECAMARAS protested Chrough its vice-president, Adan Celis. alleging that 
1C was indispensable to maintain PDVSA's financial] self-sufficiency. The 
O1l Policy Planning Group (AGROPET) asserted emphatically that the govern- 
ment’ s decision would hamper the industry's managerial autonomy, and termed 


, ~ rot ~- } . " 
the decision "fiscalisr. 


President Herrera and Minister Calderon detended the government's policy. 
Although Venezuela was already producing 2 million barrels per day, 500,000 
barrels per day above the level agreed to in March, President Herrera reiter-— 
iced that the country was maintaining its unity and discipline within OPEC. 


Curlous words, certainly. 


Upon returning from abroad, an excellent place to be during a crisis, the 
PDVSA president expressed Surprise at the government's decision, and stated 
he hoped such a measure would be "temporary." A day later, the veteran oil 
executive Ernesto Sugar, universally respected in the industry, wrote a 
long article describing government interference in the oil industry as intol- 


erable. 
Christmas 1982 


During the first week of December Venezuela cut the prices of its distil- 
lates by $3.36 per barrel. Gen Alfonzo stated to Congress that PDVSA seemed 
to have lost jurisdiction over its funds. AD, the Democratic Republican 
Unton (URD), and the Movement for Socialism (MAS) seemed determined to 
restore PDVSA's financial autonomy by modifying the Central Bank Law and 
the government decree. Foreign reserves had shrunk by $6 billion. 


there was a mild winter on the east coast of the United States. In Germany, 
Oil imports were 10 percent below what they had been in December 1981. Amid 
profound and widespread malaise, the finance minister tendered his resigna- 


tion, a gesture that was as belated as it was insufficient. The government 
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first requested and then ordered that PDVSA purchase 7.5 billion bolivars 


in public debt bonds, to be used partially to save the corrupt Workers Bank 


from bankruptcy. 

OPE was getting ready for a new meeting. Minister Calderon, in a trip remi- 
niscent of Henry Kissinger and Alexander Haig's supersonic diplomacy, went 
in his Falcon-50 (whose maintenance costs more than 80,000 bolivars a 
month fo Kuwait, Iran, Algeria and other oil countries in an etfort 


described ty the docile and complacent press as a "bold diplomatic mission." 
when the meeting ended, however, nothing new had been agreed, except tor an 
Increase in production which was, in view of the market situation, a mere 
legalization of the "every man for himself" attitude. 


Without waiting for the miracle to come from outside, the government set to 
work picking through the rubble. The incursions into the PDVSA tund earned 
an editorial trom EL DIARIO DE CARACAS called /''They Pulled the Rug Out 


From Under Us,"/ one of the harshest accusations ever written against the 
mismanagement of the oil industry by Luis Herrera and H. Caideron. 


ihis time of total confusion and collective despair was a propitious moment 
tor the lett to try to consolidate its rigid ideological position. Pompeyo 
Marquez expressed satisfaction that the Orinoco Belt projects were post- 
poned, while demanding more congressional control over such programs. In 
this way, the unfortunate cycle of politicization-PDVSA deterioration-more 
politicization-more deterioration threatened to bring about a second /revolu- 
tion. Christmas 1982 brought us an economic crisis and political and 
ideological corruption, but it also brought us disappointment and spiritual 
bankruptcy. The Tacoa explosion was certainly the greatest trapedy in 
recent Venezuelan history in terms of lives lost and its immense dramatism, 
but it happened in a country already profoundly stricken by the tragedy of 
not being able to look at the morrow with hope. 


Nature of the Crisis 


in 1982 the attacks on the oil industry were no longer concealed or conceal- 
able. Dr Diaz Bruzual was already talking, in December 1981, about the indus- 
tryv's low productivity. The president of the PDVSA argued chat the superfi- 
cial analysis of costs and personnel, compared with stationary production, 
could lead us to completely erroneous conclusions. The president of PDVSA 
was right. Producing a barrel of petroleum in 1982 was inevitably much more 
costly than in 1976 because of the physical decline of the deposits and 
worldwide inflation. Diaz Bruzual was /almost/ completely wrong. However, 
he was very partially right that there was a loss of productivity when 47 
percent of the personnel have less than 5 years' experience, and the invest- 
ment budget has multiplied tenfold in 4 years. Diaz Bruzual's conviction 
that he was /totally/ correct led him to the tragic error, in September 
1982, ot assaulting the PDVSA investment fund with the passive complicity 
of Calderon and the PDVSA board of directors. 

















The problen of course, does not lie in the Venezuelan petroleum industry. 


[he problem is, as Jorge Olavarria said so lucidly in March and as A. 

reiterated Later on 14 April, the extreme and pathetic dependence ot 
publi pending on orl revenues. Since time immemorial, the country has 
been accustomed C09 spending / every cent received from petroleum, spending 
in othe most ignobie and sterile sense. Even when oil revenues suddenly 
tripled in 1974, spending tound a way to triple at the same pace. Now, when 


oll revenues have been talling, the political world has sought scapegoats 
in the industry, when the industry could not be responsible for what it 
could not control, the international oil market. What was controllable was 
public spending, but certainly not by the oil industry, rather by the 
political world. 


The country's budget for 1982 was structured without making any analysis of 


- 


the possible efitects on revenues that a collapse of the international 
petroleum market could have. Exports were estimated at 1.8 million barrels 
per day, at an average price of $30.45 per barrel. But in March, Venezuela 
was producing 1.5 million barrels per day and exporting only 1.2 million 
barrels, at an average price of about $29 per barrel. The yap between 
reality and the predictions was enormous, and required drastic adjustments 
that never came about. Herrera continued to refer to his pharaonic projects 
and his incoherent subsidy programs such as the food bonus. Venezuela's 
public debt continued to rise, and the flight of the capital of the "bad 
children of the fatherland" and of many government bureaucrats, continued 
unabated. This was an desperate situation, but the government did not come 


up with any constructive measure to remedy it. 


In mid-year, the financial crisis had become a crisis of confidence, and 
the crisis of confidence threatened to become a political crisis. 


fhe danger ot a political crisis was very real. The country was already in 
the throes of an electoral campaign, which dramatically reduced the pos- 
sibility of engineering a broad-based political pact that could cushion the 
negative impact of the crisis. Unlike earlier profound crises in 1950 and 
1960, when important parties had managed to devise pacts or political 
coalitions, now the political atmosphere was probably the worst since 1968. 
The parties engaged in internal power disputes. The quality of the political 
language used, thanks to the former presidents and to President Herrera, 
sank to the lowest level in 50 years. The unlikelihood of a political pact 
in this raretied atmosphere doomed the government to continue along a plane 
inclined toward belated reactions to external stimuli. Its tendency to give 
short-term responses, to patch up things with little creativity, to maintain 
a provincial and yokelish attitude, was accentuated. Times ot Eleazar 
Pinto, of Jose Vargas, of Calderon and Zambrano. Times of Herrera and 
Lusinchi. Pinerua became an oasis of honesty in the desert of cowardice 
that was Venezuelan politics. 


1983 


This year will be difficult for Venezuela. Even assuming that our country 
will manage to completely refimance its debt, its foreign reserves (which 
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totaled $2 billion an 1981) could drop to some $9 billion--despite the 
Urpation of the PDVSA funds. The foreign debt could well reach some $30 


biliton, ot which 65 percent would fall due ina year. 


According to my calculations, export prices wiil be an average ot $28 per 
barrel, domestic consumption will amount to some 400,000 barrels per day; 
even if we produce 2 million barrels per day, we will be exporting about 
1.6 million barrels per day. Gross revenues, therefore, will amount to 


about $19 billion from exports. If the industry's expenses stay essentially 
constant, which 1s an optimistic assumption, the country's net income would 
be only 40 percent of what it was in 1981, the last /normal/ year. 


) 


So What Will Happen? 
A) The ,overnment will have to cut spending by 40 percent, or 
B) The government will not do so. 


if the government does not cut spending, the foreign debt will get out of 
control. My opinion is that it cannot cut spending, unless it resorts to a 
natlonwide political pact, for which it would have to be willing to make 
dramatic concessions, including firing corrupt and incompetent officials. 
in \ugust 1983 a new PDVSA board will have to be named by President 
Herrera. We teel it is imperative that on that occasion the principles of 
meritocracy and apoliticism that were clearly violated in 1981, be respec- 
ted. If the old-boy practices and the politicization that emerged 18 months 
ayO are reattirmed, the financial and moral deterioration of Venezuelan 
Petroleum could be irreparable. The collapse of PDVSA would mean _ the 
collapse of the nation, ane those who cannot see this will have to answer 
to the country for their hair-raising incompetence. 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS VENEZUELA 


RAFAEL RAVARD REPORTS ON PDVSA 1982 ACTIVITIES 
Caracas RESUMEN in Spanish 23 Jan 83 pp 35-36 


Passages enclosed in slantlines printed in boldface] 
Text) The year 1982 has been a crucial year, an extraordinary year for the 
oil industry, according to retired General Rafael Alfonzo Ravard, president 
of Venezuelan Petroleum, Inc. (PDVSA), "because its managerial, technical 
and administrative Capacity has been subjected to rigorous tests, which it 
has passed with flying colors. It has proven its great capacity to deal 
with the unpredictable, to develop formulas and solutions to changing and 
influential circumstances that stem from external factors." 


These statements were made on the occasion of a year-end meeting at PDVSA, 
at which the general made "some mention of the most salient events of the 
period now drawing to a close," 


"We are doing this with some reference to the context within which these 
activities have been carried out, having been profoundly affected in two 
different areas: the first is our internal environment, in which we 
complied with the standards and policy guidelines established by the 
National Government through the Ministry of Energy and Mines; the second is 
Che world oil market, which was influenced in turn by political, economic 
and social circumstances beyond our control. It is within this context that 
the national oil industry has evolved and must prove its managerial and 
administrative Capacity. 


"/The world scene/ has been characterized by a severe economic recession in 
the industrialized nations, a recession which, due to the effects of ihe 
interdependence of the world economy itself, was reflected in a decline in 
oil consumption. 


"/Having maintained this recession since 1980,/ Saudi Arabia decided to 
introduce a change in the upward trend of petroleum prices, when it 
designed and put into practice a plan of Oversupplying the market. This 
glut was accentuated by the unusual drain of inventories in the hands of 
consuming nations. Despite this Situation, however, Venezuelan Petroleum 
achieved its best performance ever in 1981, with a yield that provided the 
nation with a share of 94.70 bolivars for every barrel of oil. 
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| 144%) view of the sharp decline oft petroleum consumption, the Orygan- 


7 : bit 
ization of Oil Fxporting Countries (OPEC) adopted a= production program 
which assigned Venezuela a quota of 1.5 million barrels per day. The 

Srrespondin lume of exports reached 1.2 million barrels per day, a 
level this country had not experienced in 30 years. This meant an amount 
equivalent to one-third of 1972's exports. 

"Our industry was foreed to adjust/ with the greatest of responsibility 


and speed, while at the same time it managed te minimize the impact of this 
reduction in terms of the tension it introduced in the network of commercial 
ties that had been so patiently and laboriously built. It also had to res- 
pond, with a series of complex operational decisions, to the mandate to 
reduce production. The natural consequence of this was a drop in revenues 


to the [Treasury and in PDVSA'S earnings. 


"/Nevertheless,/ the personnel of the petroleum industry were unswerving in 


their discipline, their sense of responsibility and their ability to work; 
It is tor that reason that in 1982 the budgeted programs were completed to 
ypreat ihistaction, in accordance with the guidelines received from the 


National Executive through the Ministry of Energy. 


e expansion of the payroll/ in this industry was linked to che levels 
of activity necessary to respond to the natural decline in the potential of 
deposits, and to ensure the exploitation and development of new areas. 
{These activities cannot be subject to temporary market fluctuations, or to 
merely cyclical phenomena, because dismanteling existing human resources, 
ceasing to train them or ceasing to meet the required responsibilities, 
would seriously compromise not only the future of the industry itself, but 
also its capacity to generate the oil revenues the country needs./ 


"/Moreover, before the nationalization/ the concessionary industry had lLimi- 
ted its investments and its activities, and had cut back the payroll from 
43,000 workers during the fifties to 23,000 in 1975. Thus, what’ the 
national oil industry has done is return to the level of employment it had 
}o years ayo, as warranted by the increase in activities. In addition, 
there has been a detailed and careful follow-up of the movement of 
personnel, under the direct responsiblity of the presidents of our subsid- 
jaries, who are in charge of predicting and justifying indispensable 


employment requirements. 


"/During the years since the nationalization, our cost structure has grown 
at an average rate estimated to be lower than the average growth rate of 
inflation. But it should be noted that this is an industry, for which I 
will present a summary of accomplishments in 1982: 


1982 Achievements 


"/With regard to exploration,/ 11,000 kilometers of seismic lines were sur- 


veyed, and 200 wells were drilled. This activity brought the country's 
proven reserves up to 23.5 billion barrels, 29 percent more than what was 
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rece;ved in 1976 when the nationalized industry began its activities, with 
» net increase of 6. billion barrels, ifter having produced me o./ 

illion barrels during the same time period. In the Grinoco O11 Belt more 
Chan ; kilometers of seismic lines were surveyed, and 129 exploratory 


wells were drilled, of which 80 percent were successful. 


"7/011 roduction/ in 1982 achieved an average of 1.89 million barrels per 


Lay for daily exports of! approximately 1.52 million barrels. 


[The purchase of materials and equipment in the country/ maintained the 
upward trend of recent years. In 1982 those purchases totaled 6.2 billion 
bolivars, of which 3.9 billion represented products manufactured nationally. 
Within the technical assistance program that is being impiemented through 
the Venezuelan Institute of Petroleum Technology (iNTEVEP), 485 firms in 57 
sectors of production have been evaluated, while 78 percent of the enyin- 
eering requirements of the petroleum and petrochemicals industries were 


) 


satisfied with national technical resources. 


"With cegard to /the most important projects carried out in 1982,/ we can 
mention (he said) first of all chose corresponding to the Amuay Refinery, 
where the changing of the refining pattern has been completed and all compo- 
nents are in operation. These include the Tlexicoquer Unit, the largest of 
its kind in the world. This plant is operating under a highly qualified 
sroup of Venezuelan workers and technicians who have received Craining com- 
mensurate with the complexity of the plant. The economic benefits derived 
from this facility will allow for investment costs to be recouped within 2 


or 3 years. 


"/Within this same program/ of changing refinery patterns is included the 
expansion of the El Palito Refinery, whose facilities were opened in 
February 1982. This retinery now produces an additional 60,000 barrels of 


gasoline per day, in addition to other products. 


'"/Ty meet the needs of the domestic market,/ which in 1982 demanded 364,000 
barrels per day of liquid fuels, a series of projects were carried out, 
including the El Guamache Storage and Distribution Plant on Isla de Marga- 
rita, with an investment of 102 million bolivars. Soon the Llenado de Yagua 
Plant in the state of Carabobo and the polyduct to the El Palito Refinery 
will be put into service at a cost of 234 million bolivars. To meet the 
growing demand in the capital region, another similar project is underway 
now, which will include a mew maritime terminal and a _ polyduct’ from 
Carenero, requiring an investment of more than 1.1 billion bolivars. 


"/The activity of the Petrochemical Compary of Venezuela (PEQUIVEN)/ genera- 
ted gross earnings 400 million bolivars more than the 1981 figure. 


"/As for new developments,/ in 1982 the third annex of the Venezuelan-German 
Agreement was signed, to extend the work for 3 years and to define 17 pro- 
jects with an emphasis on the processes of hydrogenation of heavy crudes 
and combustion of residues. In addition, talks were held with the largest 
anergy group in the Federal Republic of Germany, resulting in an agreement, 
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ect fo the rsequent approval of cne conpectent Wyondal rwutnorit > 

for participating in a VEBA-OFL | expansion unknown. rel and pets 

11 complex. Thi vill enable Venezuela to place Stynificant lume: »t 
petroleum on that market on profitable terms in the lon, run. 

| t the changing circumstances of the pet roleu industry, 
internal and external, and within the planning of the objective ve had >t 
tor ourselves, some plans and programs designed to establish and maliuctatt 
(hose objectives have had to undergo a process of analysis and Cime-phasltig 
in order to adapt them in future plans to the circumstances that spawned 
hem. We are reterring especially (he indicated) to some of Che refiner 


pattern change programs, such as the case of Cardon and Puerto La Cruz, an 
to ne of the phases of the Orinoco Oil Belt Development Program. We wi 


have more time for their implementation than we initially thought when che 


studies were begun. 
"/Even with the time-phasing and spacing of the projects, the rate of invest- 
ment in 1983 will still be preater than the 1982 total. 


[he major achievements of the petroleum industry in 1982, enumerated 
brietly here, /translated into a contribution to the National [reasury/ of 
19.5 billion bolivars, which gives an indication of the complexity of the 
effort this means (he indicated) that during che 4-vear period 1979-82, 
the oil industry has contributed 200 billion bolivars to meet the country's 
financial needs, a tigure which is 39 billion bolivars higher than what was 
stipulated in the respective budget acts (which called for only 161 billion 
bolivars in oil revenues for the period in question, including the 1982 


moditications). 


"/These contributions have been made possible/ not only by the increase in 
prices, but also thanks to the disciplined and patriotic labor of all Che 
employees of the petroleum and petrochemical industries, who work in a 
labor climate based on mutual respect and the constant appreciation of work 
as the maximum expression of human dignity. The positive institutional] 
relationship between the labor union leaders and our personnel within Che 
industry has contributed to this climate, and this relationship will surely 
become manifest once again when the negotiations begin soon for the next 
collective bargaining agreement." 


RY ? D 
CSO: 3348/1197 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BARBADOS MANUFACTURERS LOOSE ANGER AT JAMAICAN ACTIONS 


Threat of Layoffs in Barbados 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 27 Jan 83 p l 


{Text } 


The Barbados Manufac- 
turers Association (BMA) 
yates Sa angrily to 
recent lopments in its 
trade ties with Jamaica, and 
warned that uniess the 
matters were resolved, more 
Barbadians stood to lose their 
jobs in the manufacturing 
sector. 

The main areas of conflict 
are a Jamaican White Paper 
which BMA's president Henry 
Vieira said 1s designed to 
frustrate the efforts of local 
manufacturers to Jamaica, 
the implementation of a two- 
tiered currency exchange 
rate, and the widening trade 
gap between the two coun- 
tries. 

‘Based on this White po 
we have studied and 
information reaching us from 
Jamaica, we are convinced 
that this White Paper is 
- ge to the effects of fur- 
sales efforts to Jamaica,” Mr. 
Vieira said. 

He said that information 
received indicated that the 
effective increase in cost on 
the shelf of Barbadian gar- 
ments to the Jamaican con- 
sumer will be in the order of 65 

cent over current rate. 

“Alongside this we have 


every indication that 


Jamaican 
CARICOM will be allowed 
their raw material at the 
preferential or official ex- 

e rate  therebv_ not 
impeding their access to our 
market’’, he said. 

According to Mr. Vieira: 
“The consequences are that 
we will have to lay off more 

e in our factories...which 
d be thousands. ’’ . 

The imposition of the ex- 
change rate has already 
brought a reaction from 
Government which said that 
the measure will have an 
effect on regional trade with 
Jamaica and on the set- 
tlement system 1 
in the CARICOM Multilateral 
Clearing Facility. 

Last year Barbados sold 

totalling $17 million to 
Jam: :a while it bought $30 


million worth from that 


country. 

In absence to free trade 
which the BMA is seeking with 
Jamaica, the local 
manufacturers have asked for 
a quota system which it is 
insisting should amount to $30 
million, the value of goods 
bought from Kingston last 


year. 

‘‘We’ve asked for a quota in 
the absence of free trade , 
Mr, Vieira pointed out. 
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exporters to 


He Said it was obvious that 
Jamaica had no intention of 
opening its doors to free trade 
and the BMA had to ask for an 
alternative. 

However, Mr. Vieira said 
that one Jamaican importer 
who has been given a quota for 
this year reported that the 
amount he is given wil) onlv 
support one yo shipment 
of Barbadian g 

Mr. Vieira also spake about 
a telex sent to Jamaica 
outlining the request for the 
quota and stating the BMA's 
position as it relates to trade 


between the two countries. 

He said that on January 20 
after the despatch of the telex 
Mr. Phillips visited Barbados 
and promised to have an 
answer four days later con- 
cerning the requests. 


Mr. Phillips said that an- 
swers to the requests will be 
relayed to the BMA through a 
four-member Barbados 
delegation which is currently 
in Jamaica, Mr. Vieira ex- 
plained. 


Mr. Vieira said that un- 
fortunately the delegation was 
due back here at the weekend 
around the time a Jamaica 
Trade mission will be arriving 
in the island. 

“Therefore this leaves no 
room for consultation.’ he 
added. 














Call for Boycott of Delegation 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 27 Jan 83 p l 


{Text } 


CSO: 


nothing to do with the mission 
unless its members were 
granted free access to the 
Jamaica market, 


Local manufacturers market, aliowing commercial 
have called for a national banks to exchange one US. 
boycott of a Jamaican dollar for ae ae —- 

missi here except in special cases where 
oe ea tisatak the the old rate of J$1.78 to the 


implementation of a tough U.S. dollar applied. 

decision by the Jamaica __ The decision means in short 

Government that thatif Barbados exports goods 
to Jamaica’ now, they will be 

more expensive in relation to 

the Jamaica dollar than they 

were before. 


sector. , ) ‘ll have The decision also comes in 
cmemeene Se the wake of the continuing 
trade imbalance Barbados 
has with. al poop ac 
year Barba sold only $17 
r ~ hod Leal million in goods ta Jamaica 
bados anu but bought a whopping $30 
Association (BMA) yesterday « mijion worth from * 
urged Government, the nr Vieira said that action 
distributive sector, trad€ was needed to save the jobs of | 
unions and the public tO «6 14 999 or 15000 people 
support the boycott. "employed in that sector. veel 
MA's ition was ‘In this spirit we fee } 
cntteed by its president pt arr ee ee | 
ieira at a news con- supporte their own 
— manufacturers in CARICOM | 
This month Jamaica for- trade, and we are calling on | 


{lel currency Government to support our 
—— ' manufacturers and the 14 000 
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amaica. ' 


or 15000 people we have 
employed, in their jobs,”’ he 
said. 

He added: ‘‘We must also 
call on the public to exercise a 
preference for goods 
manufactured here,-end-to the - 
distributive sector and the 
unions for support...since we 
cannot continue to support 
countries which are not 
supporting us.”’ 

He pointed out that the trade 
imbalance of $12.5 million was 
costing the country 500 to 600 
jobs when measured at an 
average scale of employee 
relationship to production. 

According to the BMA of- 
ficial: ‘‘We must find a way to 
balance this trade to maintain 
these jobs. We cannot go on 
losing jobs for the sake of 
somebody else’s economy."’ 

We want free trade if not we 
must have some sort of 
reciprocity, he added. 

The BMA official warned of 
the serious consequences 
which could face workers here 
if the thorny issue is not 
resolved. 




















COUNTRY SECTION 


INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


POOLING OF CARIBBEAN RESOURCES AGAINST POLLUTION URGED 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 1 Feb 83 p l 


{Text ] 


CSO: 


Asenior government official 
has ested that Barbados 
continue to pool their: 
resources to combat en- 
vironmental damages caused 
by pollution. 

Deputy Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry of 
Health Edward Layne made 
the .s tion he ad- 
dressed the opening yesterday 
of a five-day workshop on oil 
spills and shoreline clean-up 
at the Dover Convention 
Centre. 

Mr. Layne said it was 
remarkable when other 
potentially more serious 


forms of marine 


caused by sewage, toxic: 
chemicals and radioactive : 


insotopes were already 
fading, 9il pollution continues 
to dominate the headlines. 


So severe is the threat and 
so dominating the impact of 
al spills that there has now 
been a continuing develop- 
ment using sophisticated 
technology to combat the- 
effects of oil pollution, he said. 


“Quite naturally these 
technologies cost money and it 
is important therefore that we 
in the Caribbean area should. 
continue to pool our resources 
in the fight against damage to. 
our environment,’ he pointed 
out. 

He emphasised that the 
longer oil is allowed to remain 
at sea, or to reach the shore, 
the harder and more ex- 
pensive it becomes ta clean 
up, and ‘‘the more we need to 
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have our contingency plans in 


‘place 


According to Mr. Layne: 
‘Protection of en- 
vironmentailly sensitive areas 
of the Caribbean from a major 
oil spill is thus a matter of 
concern to all of us. Oil spills 
can originate from many 
sources, pipelines, off shore 
platforms ’’. 

He noted that a regional 
spill control plan was not 


‘We will need the resources 
to make for effective plan 
implementation and it is ‘in 
this context that there is 
strong support for 
establishing a regional fund to 
assist the countries in the 
wider Caribbean area in 
meeting costs related to 
shoreline clean-up in the event 
of an oil spill, he said. 

Mr. Layne stated that 
regional economies were 
sufficiently dependent upon 
tourism to warrant a hand 
look at the protection of 
regional coastlines and 
beaches and marine en- 
vironment generally. 

The workshop is being at- 
tended by more than 25 par- 
ticipants and is jointly 
organised by the Organisation 
of American States, United 
Nations Environment 
Programme and the Inter- 
national Maritime 
Organisation. 

Participants yesterday 
began iscussing broad 
strategies and mechanisms 
for dealing with oil spills and 
other related matters. 








COUNTRY SECTION ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


BRIEFS 


CASH-FLOW PROBLEM--St John's, Wed., (Cana)--Antigua and Barbuda Government 
is facing a cash flow problem, but has been able to meet its major payments 
every month, according to Finance Minister, John St Luce. "Of course, we 
do have a cash flow problem, but we have money to run the Government," Mr 
St Luce said, noting that expenditure was rising more rapidly than revenue. 
He was reacting to Opposition charges that the country was bankrupt. The 
Minister said the recession in the industrialised countries affected all 
small economies, such as that of Antigua and Barbuda. He called for a 
tightening up by everyone and the cooperation of all in Government to 
improve the cash flow of the country and for citizens owing the Government 
large sums of money to pay up. Mr St Luce said the major problem facing 
the Government was its failure to collect outstanding revenue. But he 
added that machinery was being put into place to ensure stricter control 
over Government finances and the collection of revenue. "I must say that 
my Ministry has been able to meet the salaries of civil servants every 
month, and we have been meeting our loan payments every month--but what 
the problem is, is that too many citizens are owing millions of dollars 

to Government in revenue, and these same people are the ones who are 
crying out that Government is doing nothing," Mr St Luce said. He added: 
"The American Government, which is supposed to be (running) the richest 
country in the world, is laying off thousands of people, but I must say 
here that my Government has not been doing this." [Text] [Port-of-Spain 
TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 3 Feb 83 p si] 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


LABOR LEADERS PLACE POLITICAL POWER ABOVE DEMANDS 
Buenos Aires LA NACION in Spanish 7 Feb 83 p 6 


(Article: "The Peronist Struggle"] 


[Text] Miguelist Triumphs All Peronist unionism acts resolutely in terms of 
the partisan "inside." Polemics between verticalists and antiverticalists 


reached an unprecedented level last week. 


The leader of the 62 Organizations, Lorenzo Miguel, and his followers from 
CGT-Brazil (General Labor Confederation-Brazil) boisterously celebrated the 
victories won by Cesar Loza, in the United Argentine Port Workers Union 
(SUPA), and Miguel Angel Pascual, in the United Maritime Workers Union (SOMU). 


It was the large victories over "azopardist" candidates who revitalized the 
strategy of the former metallurgist leader in his intention of shaping a 
verticalist focus in order to engage in battle against antiverticalisn, 
which on union turf is expressed by CGT-Azopardo, the head office binding 
leaders together caught up in the trends in which Angel Federico Robledo and 


Raul Matera are leaders. 


The Unity, Solidarity and Organization Movement (MUSO)--the verticalist 
trend which Antonio Cafiero, Miguel Unamuno and Oscar Albrieu, among others, 
head up--gave its support to Lorenzo Miguel when it stated that "decisions 
regarding worker sectors in Justicialism ought necessarily to fall in line 


through the 62 Organizations." 


The comment was made that this MUSO approach carries with it as background 

the need to have close at hand, for its political strategy, a union mechanism 
which in the Peronist movement is a gravitating factor at the time of 
measuring forces and deciding. It was also said that MUSO has to close ranks 
with Miguel because there are many "frontiers" in that internal trend, this 
term was used to identify those who, although outside MUSO, recognize Miguel's 
predicament within Justicialism. 


As though grasping the political moment that comes about with the triumphs of 
Loza and Pascual, the 62 Organizations and CGT-Brazil called a plenary session 
in order to leave the topic of unity with Non-Aligneds defined, whose re-entry 
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has been questioned by ultra-hardliners at that workers headquarters who run 
the show in MUSO (Roberto Garcia, Ricardo Perez, Roberto Digon, Carlos 
Cabrera, Jose Rodriguez and Horacio Alonso, among others). 


Those plenary sessions will be held on Wednesday and Thursday of this week and 
in both meetings, besides holding off to the last on details for reincorpora- 
tion of Non-Aligneds, the strategy will be set in those associations as 
regards Peronist inside workings. 


Accusation and Reply 


But Miguel widened the gap with antiverticalism when he accused Robledo of 
"having split the workers movement," and the ex-leader of Light and Power, 
Juan Jose Taccone, agreed with it soon after arriving from a trip around 
Europe and the United States. 


Affirmations gave rise to hot polemics between verticalists and antivertica- 
lsits. According to Robledo, Miguel has "lost his mind and his serenity." 
As for Triaca (CGT Azopardo), "Miguel is committing an error bordering on 
stupidity," accusing Robledo of splitting unionism. And he outlined: ‘''We 
have not advanced mentally, if it is necessary to take refuge in a nonexis- 
tent verticalism in order to be able to bring up insults and contradictions 
in the inner workings of justicialism." 


The worsening of these confrontations brings on--as Miguel would encourage, 
as it did come out--the internal struggle in Peronism towards polarization 
between the former followers of the president, Mrs Peron, and the anti- 
verticalists who are making advances in the task of conquering political 


terrain. 
The 62 Azopardists 


Arzopardist leaders have decidedly gone all out to put their movements into 
a political framework and, for that purpose, they continue building up their 
own 62 Organizations so as to contest the representation backing Miguel. 


The task has begun in the hinterland, where setting up of 2/7 regional 
offices of the 62 "azopardist" Organizations has already been done. 


The number is expected to go to 50 in order later to call a plenary session 
here in this capital and then to form a national bureau of the new 
association--something that could happen the beginning or middle of March. 


The political-union arm of CGT-Azopardo would have a representative as its 
head from the present internal workings in that office, known as the 

National Labor Commission (CNT). Delfor Gimenez (textiles) and Luis Guerrero 
(metallurgy) are being mentioned. 


Managing 62 would be someone from CNT. The current directorate of Azopardo 
(four general secretaries) would fall into the hands of a single director 
who would be from the sector called the 20s' Commission. 
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in moderate unionism--in appearance at 
ot Loza and Pascual did not upset, the 
will be obtained in the elections that 
bind them together in "azopardism." 


The aim of CGT-Azopardo in forming its 
Structure that will make opening lines 


least, as was observed--the victories 
favorable outcome it is confident 
take place in the "big" unions which 


own 62 tends to on its own political 
of communication possible with the 


Justicialist Party and putting itself on a plane of equality in negotiating. 


The Peronist insider bid involves unionists as whose extreme vindicative 
action trom guildism was left relegated, at least for now. 


The struggle which labor leaders are engaged in for political power is 


developing in its first reaches on the 


ground: of accusations and stiff 


criticism; the breach is so wide between verticalists and antiverticalists 
that disputes can have unforeseeable consequences. 


9908 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


LABOR DIVISIONS DEEPEN; LEADERS AT VARIANCE 
Buenos Aires LA NACION in Spanish 3 Feb 83 p 4 


[Text] DYN--Former union leader, Lorenzo Miguel, accused the former minister 
of interior, defense and foreign relations, Angel Robledo, of having divided 
the workers movement, removing partisan representation, as well as having 


been "elected through cronyism". 


The former number one leader of the metallurgical workers and of the 62 
Organizations likewise announced that his sector will propose Mrs Isabel 
Estela Martinez de Peron as a candidate for the leadership of the National 
Justicialist Movement, laying aside for now the possibility of going to 
Madrid to interview the former chief executive. 


Miguel made exclusive statements to DYN yesterday at Ezeiza Airport while 
awaiting the arrival of a friend of his and he categorically rejected the 
possibility of solidifying union unity with CGT-Azopardo which guildsmen 
Alberto Triaca (plactics), Luis Etchezar (Brotherhood), Jorge Lujan (glass) 
and Ramon Baldassini (postal teletypists)llead. 


"At this time we are determined to formalize the workers movement unity with 
people from the 'Non-Aligneds,' and that is how a fact," he said. 


During the consultation, he revealed that up to now he had not kept in touch 
in order to close the unity between CGT-Brazil, run by Saul Ubaldini, a 
brewer, and his opposite number on Azopardo street. 


"I know of no comrade from the General Labor Federation who is holding or 
seeking talks with Azopardo people," he said. 


When asked whether the creation of a "parallel" 62 Organizations, pushed by 
CGT-Azopardo, was a "direct attack against a person," the former head of the 
Metallurgical Workers Union replied: "If it is against me, they are wasting 


time." 


The trade unionist played down the likelihood that Peronism will be split, 
being sure that "what there is, is a sector which is sectarian and it has 
been excluded on its own, that it is the one that Says it will not allow 
Cronyism and they have become sectarianized." 
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With regard to the political task the head of the Coordinating Agency tor 
Justicialist Action, Angel Robledo, has, Miguel emphasized literally, ''To 
this very day, I do not know what he wants." 


"I have spoken on many occasions and he has said he is not going to allow 
cronyism", and he added emphatically, "he is the man whom cronyism elected. 
He is the man who says he wants internal democracy respected and he is making 


his own rules." 


He likewise indicated that Robledo "has divided the workers movement, has 
provoked a deep split in the workers movement. Then I, to this very day, 
truthfully, do not know what he wants. The only thing I remember is that 12 
months after the fall of our government he had already organized societal 
groups and was able to walk far and wide around our country. That is what 
overwhelmingly attracts my attention." 


9908 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


BAHAMAS 


POLICY OF COMMUNICATIONS, PUBLIC WORKERS UNION EXPLAINED 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 24 Jan 83 p 5 


[Letter to the Editor] 


[Text ] 


EDITOR The Tribune, 


Recently there has been 
considerable public criticism of 
workers’ attitude and the 
demands trade unions make on 
behalf of workers, coming 
from some traditional as well 
as not so traditional sources. 

For the record, responsible 


trade unionists do _ not 
encourage or condone 
“laziness” or ‘indulgent 


behaviour” (to use the recent 
words of a particularly 
loquacious politician) on the 


part of anyone, be it the 
worker or management. 
Neither do trade unionists 
oppose the much-touted, 


so-called ‘‘work ethic”’ insofar 


as it demands productivity on 
the part of everyone, 
management and worker alike. 
Moreover, it may be 
questionable whether those 
persons (politicians included) 
who criticise worker 
productivity are themselves in 
any position to do so. 

In any event, it must be 
recognised that workers and 
trade unionists have not 
permanent friends, just 
permanent interests, and they 
must be prepared to protect 
those interests without fear or 
favour, because no one else will 
do it for them. 

Yet, there seems to be a fear 
among some trade unionists of 
fighting for workers if they are 
employed by the government 
or one of the _ private 
companies owned by some 
politically influential individual 


or group of individuals. In fact, 
some people seem _ to 
misunderstand the true 
purpose of trade unions, and 
any trade union leader who 
does what he is supposed to do 
is likely to be condemned by 
self-serving oOpportunists as 
either irresponsible, 
anti-management, 
anti-government or all three. 
Apparently, trade unions are 
expected to be toothless 
instruments of the employer or 
the state, as is the case in 
certain totalitarian countries. 

The basic aim of trade 
unions is to protect and 
advance the interests of their 
members, particularly at a time 
when the economic facts of life 
are such that workers must feel 
the pinch and the bite of the 
escalating cost of living. Their 
energies are thus directed 
primarily to the improvement 
of pay and other terms of 
service. They also, however, 
expect to be consulted by 
employers on a wide range of 
other matters and take an 
interest in technical, economic 
and social conditions affecting 
the prosperity of their 
members and of workers as a 
whole. 

The main benefits which 
trade unions try to provide for 
their members include better 
pay and conditions of work, 
protection against misfortune 
and injustice, protection of job 
status and work standards, and 
a voice in economic 
policy-making and educational 
facilities. 
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The public sector or the 
government machinery 
happens to he one of the 


biggest employers and it ts a 
matter of record — that 
governments all over the world 
(irrespective of political 
philosophies) are just as blatant 


exploiters of labour and 
workers’ rights as_ their 
counterparts in the _ pnivate 


sector. To make matters worse 
for public service workers in 


the Bahamas, like other 
countries, the government 
serves in the dual role of 


employer and conciliator as 
well as being responsible for 
making the laws. 


Since it is reasonable to 
conclude that the interest of 
peace (industrial and 
otherwise) cannot be served in 
the absence of mutual respect 
and trust between protagonists, 
progressive trade unionists have 
advocated the acceptance of 
the principles of industrial 
democracy  in_ collective 
negotiations with management 
whereby an open channel of 
communication- and 
consultation is established 
between the two parties with 
respect to matters of mutual 
interest. 

But management has been 
reluctant to agree to such 
proposals because they are 
considered to pose a threat to 
what is referred to as 
“management prerogatives”’ or, 
in other words, management 
“right to manage.” 

In countries (European) 
with direct experience of 
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Participating im industnal 
lemocracy schemes, there ts 


general agreement that, 


whatever the system, they had‘ 


benetits to all 
Particularly in 


brought 
oncerned 


terms of industrial peace 
Moreover, im practice, the 
question often raised by 


pponents of  industnal 
democracy in the public sector 

the danger ot workers’ 
usurping the rights of 
vovernments seem to have 
posed few real problems 


Interestingly enough, in the 
Bahamas, the concept of 
industrial democracy is 
recognised in the “code of 
good industnal relations 
practice,’ which is 
incorporated presently in the 
Industrial Relations Act, but 
only as a practical guide for the 
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Promouon of good industrial 
relations. Because it is not 
legally binding, management 
conveniently ignores the code 
whenever it suits their purpose 

Consequently, in collective 
negotiations, when 
management claims that a 
union’s demands are 
unreasonable or that the 
employer is unable to meet 
those demands or that there is 
a need for ‘‘belt-tightening’” or 
sacnficing on the part of the 
worker, without being 
prepared to prove with facts 
and figures to the workers’ 
satisfaction that such is indeed 
the case, it is not only bad 
faith bargaining obdut_ the 
workers and their union, given 
the circumstances, cannot 
reasonably be expected to 


accept management's word as 
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gospel. This 1s 4 presenption 
for industnai contlict 

It is not only important tor 
employers to be torthnmght in 
the relations with workers, but 
those who make demands on 
workers must ‘hemseives be 
prepared to do, and must he 
seen to do, what they expect 
of workers In the final 
analysis, workers and trade 
unionists, are — essentially 
reasonable and are willing to 
co-operate with anyone who 
gives them the respect they 
deserve. And are entitled to 


BAHAMAS COMMUNICATIONS 


AND PUBLIC 
OFFICERS UNION 


Nassau, 
January 20, 193 











COUNTRY SECTION BAHAMAS 


PAPER REPORTS ON MEMBERS OF VANGUARD PARTY IN CUBA 


Nassau THE HERALD in English 27 Jan 83 p 1 


[Text ] INFORMATION RECEIVED BY THE HERALD 








about the inner workings of the Vanguard Nationalist 
and Socialist Party have caused us great alarm this 


week. 


IT WILL BE RECALLED 
that several weeks ago The 
Herald revealed that Arthur 
Hamilton, one of the Vang- 
uard’s candidates in last 
June's elections had left The 
Bahamas for the Isle of Pines 
located off the eastern coast of 
Cuba. We revealed at that time 
that Mr. Hamilton was in Cuba 
with the full knowledge of his 
‘“‘comrades”’ in the ten year old 
Socialist Party. 


NOW WE HAVE RE- 
CEIVED information whuich 
suggests that Mr. Leslie 
French another candidate for 


called, however, that Mr. 
French operated a Cadre 
School of sorts in the Kemp 
Road area and eo dy 
— for youth in 
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AFTER The Herald’s story 
appeared on Mr. Hamilton be- 
ing in Cuba, one of the 
V hierachy members 


Hamilton and that he was not 

in Cuba. However, Mr. Hamil- 
—_ himself has not surfaced to 
confirm or deny The Herald’s 


story. 
OUR RELIABLE SOURCES 
maintain, nonetheless, that 


EN IN- 
FORMED again also that the 
being funded by 
the Cuban Government via 


= 
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feel, holds as much water as a 
sieve would as it is impossible 


30 


for the organization to print its 
newspaper weekly and to sup- 
ply its hierachy members with 
a means of livelihood as none 
of them seem to have any 
other means of employment 
other than hawking the party’s 
newspaper from various street 
corners. 


WE WERE DELIGHTF® by 
the fact that the Vanguard 
made a subtle attempt at an- 
swering The Herald’s charges 


by printing a letter in their 


alge ny last week written 
by one Mavis Rolle whom we 
suspect does not exist and then 
answering that letter explain- 
ing in some detail how their 
gr 9 Manages to con- 
tinue publishing a 
without any other visible 
means of financial support. 
THE HERALD, through its 
numerous contacts within the 
rank and file of the Vanguard 
will continue to doggedly pur- 
sue the issue until some 
reasonable and satisfactory 
answers to our charges have 
been given. 














COUNTRY SECTION 


LABOR PARTY CONFERENCE LAUDS ADAMS' POLICIES 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 1 Feb 83 p l 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


Prime Minister Tom 
Adams’ monetary and 
economic policies have 


received resounding support 
from the 44th annual con- 
ference of his ruling Barbados 
Labour Party (BLP) which 
concluded its deliberations at 
Queen's Park Shed on Sunday. 

Members at all levels spoke 
up in support of the Prime 
Minister's actions in going to 
the International Monetary 
Fund for financial assistance 
when he did. 

Prime Minister Adams is 
also the Minister of Finance 
and Planning. 

Some of the BLP’s leading 
supporters in lending support 
to the administration's 
decision to go to the IMF 
pointed out that “if you are 
finding yourself short of 
money, you take steps, with 
the cheapest source, to secure 
necessary funds.”’ 

Party spokesman Dr. Waldo 
Waldron Ramsay said that 
“there was not a single 
dissenting voice in the entire 


conference. The Prime 
Minister as Minister of 
Finance was” given a 


unanimous vote of confidence 
and full support for his 
financial and monetary 
policies by the conference.” 
Senator St. Clair Howell, 
who sits for the BLP in the 
Upper House, moved the 
passage of two resolutions 
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which referred to the 
harshness of the economic 
stringency through which the 
world is passing, and the 
national efforts the Barbados 
Government has been making 
to contain the difficulties. 

One resolution resolved 
that: “This conference @x- 
presses its deepest confi 
in the Minister of Finance 4 
Planning and the Government 
as a whole for steering Bar- 
bados through these perilous 
economic times with the skill 
and success they have 
demonstrated.”’ ’ 

Another’ resolutién 
resolved: ‘‘That this cea- 
ference places on record its 
sincere congratulations to our 

arty leader and Prime 

inister for the wisdom 
demonstrated in his timely 
acquiring of funds from the 
International Monetary Fund 
to assist with our economic 
problems.” 

Both resolutions were 
carried by acclamation, Dr. 
, Waidron-Ramsay said, adding 
that newly appointed Minister 
of Health Dr. Don Blackman 
who replied on behalf of the 
Government, had made the 

int that if the rain fell too 

vily it was blamed on 
Prime Minister Tom Adams; 
just as if buses broke down, 


Dr. Blackman added that it 
was always a matter of timing 


31 


BARBADOS 


when developing countries 
should go to the IMF. If they 
went too early, he said, people 
say they should have waited 
and ridden out the storm 
before subjecting themselves 
to questions about their 
credibility. If they waited too 
late, the Fund would ask why 
come so late, now that your 
economic system has broken 
down and harsh conditions 
have to be applied. 

The Minister of Health, 
himself a trained economist, 
said: ‘‘Probably the Prime 
Minister's greatest act was to 
show respect for the in- 
tellectual integrity of the man 
in the street, by involving him 
in the public debate on 
economic issues. 
that too was blamed on the 
Prime Minister. 

Dr. Blackman argued that it 
was wise, sensible and 
slept for the Government to 
ave gone to the I.M.F. for the 
loan and stand-by 
arrangement when it did. If 
you are short of liquidity, you 
get it from the cheapest 
source you can. That the 
I.M.F. was aot created at 
Bretton Woods after the World 
War II for the developing 
countries but for the European 
countries and North America. 
And they all borrowed monies 
from the Fund from time to 
time. 














COUNTRY SECTION 


GOVERNMENT PROMISES ACTION IN FORMING ELECTORAL COMMISSION 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 26 Jan 83 p l 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


Deputy Prime Minister 
Bernard St.' John has 
promised that before the 
next general elections the 
Amendment iding for. 
an Electoral Boundaries 
Commission will be en- 
forced 


Mr. St. John ae the 
assurance in the of 
Assembly yesterday. 
amidst calls by the | 
position to set 

commission which the 
DLP said was overdue 
since the amendment 
making way for the 


commission was made two . 


years ago. 
The House was at the time 


debating a resolution to grant 
more than $4.8 million from 


the Consolidated Fund andto 


place it at the disposal : 
Government to suppl 
the estimates 1982-83. ‘ 
Mr. St. John said that if the 
amendments are enforced 
provision will still have to be 
made for by-election since he 
pointed out that none of the 
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members of the House knew 
when there will be an election. 

Mr. St. John also com- 
mented on statements made 
by some Opposition members 


on the last general elections. ° 


He stated that the allegations 
with respect to last elections 
were now history. 

Minister of Par!iamentary 
Affairs Lionel Craig said 
whenever matters dealing 
with the electoral office came 
up in the House of Assembly 
there is always a cry of shame 
from the DLP.”’ 

He pointed out there were 
complaints from both sides 
during the elections but the 
people had made their 
decision. 

Mr. Craig recalled that in 
1971 when the then BLP leader 
lost his seat there were 
compkaints ‘‘and I remem- 
bered we_ shouted that 
the process was wrong.”’ 

He assured the Opposition 
that he will not be part of any 
political anisation which 
set about to do things that will 
cause an Opposition party to 
lose an election. 

The resolution was passed... 


BARBADOS 











COUNTRY SECTION 


OPPOSITION FIGURE CALLS FOR REPORT ON SECURITY PACT 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 26 Jan 83 pl 


[Text ] 
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ition Parliamentarian 
ur Reskine Sandiford ' 
yesterday called on the 
Government to explain why it 
had committed this country to 
a Memoramdum of Under-. 
Standing on matters of 
defence with other Caricom 
countries, and why such a 
treaty was needed at this 
time 

The St. Michael South 
Member of Parliament said 
that the Government entering 
into such an arrangement, 
raised a number of issues, and 
added that there was no need 
for such a security pact for 
this country. 

Mr Sandiford was speaking 
in the House of Assembly 
while moving the passing of a 
resolution in his name, con- 
demning the Government for 
the manner of commitment of 
Barbadas to the Memorandum; 
of Understanding, and calling 
upon the Government to seek 
authorisation from 
Parliament before te 
upon agreements involving 
regional or foreign Govern- 
ments. 

Mr. Sandiford recalled that 
in the Barbados Labour 


Party's 1976 Manifesto, the. he 


BLP which was then in op 
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gone through ‘two 


} 


Position, said it would not 
commit the country to any 
foreign defence pact. 

“By 1982, there has been 
some movment away from 
that particular position,’’ said 
Mr. Sandiford. 

‘“We do not need this kind of 
military sige | part for this 
country,” lie added. 

He said that the country had 
World 

ars, and other great 
Catastrophies which the world 


had seen to date ‘‘without that 


kind of Pact.” 

He said that the onus was on 
the Government to- explain 
“why we need this-puct at this 
Stage.”’ 

Mr. 
the capability of the Barbados 
Defence Force, fledging as it 
may be, to bear the heavy 
responsibilities placed upon it: 
as 3 result of the commitment 
to the -Memorandum of 


Understanding. 
He said that the loca} 
Defence Force is 2 small 


force, now in its infancy, and it 
needed develuping.. training, 
and other facilities. ‘‘It 

everything to carry out its role 
in respect of Barbados itself”’, 
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Sandiford questioned 


BARBADOS 


’ Mr. Sandiford said that for 
the Government to have in- 
“voived the Defence Force in 
Such a pact, the question was 
could the BDF carry those 
responsibilities at this stage of 
its development. 

The wanted to know 
what were the resources 
available for the command 
and administration for the 
BDF. 

“They are dedicated and 


hardworking, but we should 
not put burdens on their backs 
before they are ready to Carry 
those burdens,”’ he said. 

Mr. Sandiford questioned 
the real purpose of the defence 
and security pact, and whom 
will such a military force be 
turned against. 

He said that far too often, it 
was seen that armies were 
used by those in power in 
order to sustain themselves in 
ser “We do =o to see 

t hap in this country,” 
he added. id 

Mr. Sandiford said that 
history was replete with 
examples where the military 
was used and misused by 
those in power, and said that 
“this is a situation we have to. 
guard ourselves against.” 














COUNTRY SECTION 


BARBADOS 


ASSEMBLY DEBATE ON ABORTION ELICITS OPPOSITION PROTEST 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 22 Jan 83 p l 


[Text] 
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Opposition members 
walked out of the House of 
Assembly yesterday 
following a furore over a 
government motion to 
resume debate on the Bill 
seeking to reform the law 
relating to abortion. 

;The Bill was eventually 
approved by the House. 


The Opposition, whose 
leader, Mr. Errol Barrow, had 
won a vote on a motion in the 
House last Tuesday calling on 
Governmant to postpone 
further debate on the Bill, said 
they were unaware that 
debate on the measure would 
have continued at yesterday's 
sitting of the Lower House. 

During the hour-long battle 
of words, Deputy Leader of 
the Opposition, Mr. Erskine 
Sandiford, said Government's 
action was against the 
democratic principle and toid 
Prime Minister, Mr. Tom 
Adams, not to try to “‘out- 
smart the country.”’ 

His colleague, Mr. Branford 
Taitt. MP for St. Michael- 
West, also took issue with 
what they apparently saw as a 
move by Government to 


‘slip’ the measure through 
Parliament.’ 
Mr. Taitt told the Chamber 


that where a matter was being 





“considered and a_ dilatory 
motion for postponement has 
been moved and passed and 
the House has made a decision 
for a resumption ‘‘it should be 


the privilege and right of all. 


Honourable Members who are 
attending the House to be 


aware that that matter is 


being resumed”. 

Mr. Adams argued that if 
one postponed consideration 
of any matter for longer than a 
session, one moved a motion 


that further consideration be 
postponed. He added that all 
that happened if it was passed 
was that “‘it does not go on at 
that minute”’. 

But Mr. Taitt countered: ‘‘It 
was postponed and it should be 
drawn to the attention of the 
House that it was being 
resumed’. 

Mr. Adams said that the 
motion by Mr. Barrow had 
been .a simple matter of 
postponement as a matter of 
policy. : 

“Cabinet decided to proceed 
with the matter today and as 
far as we are concerned we 
have obeyed the rules of the 
House’, Mr. Adams said. 

Mr. Barrow had called for 

ement of debate on the 

ill on the grounds that the 
public should be given an 
opportunity to discuss the Bill 
and give their views., _ 





Deputy Speaker “of the 
House, Mr. Lindsay Bolden, 
made a ruling that no time 
limit was placed on the. 
postponement and referring to 
Mays’ Parliamentary 
Procedure said Government 
was in order to resume debate 
on the Bill at any time it 
thought fit. 

After Leader of the House, 
Mr. Lionel Craig, moved that 
the House resolve itself in 
Committee on the Bill Mr. 
Sandiford said: ‘‘The rights of 
the Opposition must, at ail 
times, be upheld and we must 
know on what ‘order’ we are 
going into Committee’. 

He added that the whole of 
Barbados knew that 
Government was- defeated 
last Tuesday’, adding 
“nobody expected that this 
matter would be resumed 
today”’. . 

When a division was called 
Mr. Sandiford, Mr. Taitt and 
the two other Opposition MPs 
‘who were present, Mr. 
Maurice King and Mr. Philip 
Greaves voted ‘‘no’’ and 12 
Government MPs_ voted: 
“yes”. 

It was shortly after this that 
the Opposition members 
walked out. 

But they returned to the 
Chamber after the Bill was 
passed in its committee 


stage. 











COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 


BRIEFS 


NEW BLP LEADER--Senator Clyde Griffith was elected the new General Secre- 
tary of the Barbados Labour Party when the BLP began its two-day annual 
delegates conference yesterday. Senator Griffith, Parliamentary Secretary 
in the Prime Minister Office, with responsibility for Energy, succeeded 
Senator Milroy Reece, who did not seek re-election. He won the office over 
Mr. Wendell Cummins, who remains assistant general secretary. A new 
treasurer-general was also elected to succeed Mr. Henry Forde, MP, who also 
did not seek re-election. He is Senator John Williams, President of the 
League of Young Socialists, who won over Mr. John Nicholls. [Text ] 
[Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 24 Jan 83 p 1] 


CANE FIRES--With the start of this year's sugar cane crop about two weeks 
away, some 23 acres of canes have already been destroyed by 11 fires. Chief 
Fire Officer, Mr. George Gittens, said yesterday that all the canes des- 
troyed at this time by fire, was a loss to the country since they could not 
be reaped. "Nobody is going to benefit from this kind of situation" said 
Mr. Gittens. He said that the Fire Service Department was getting its 
applicances up to standard, and in the event of cane fires, "We hope to be 
able to control them." Mr. Gittens said that certain plans were being made, 
the details of which will be made known to the public in a short time. 
"There are extensive plans being made to cover as much of the island as 
possible, and find some deterrent to stop people from burning the canes" 

he said. Meanwhile, Mr. Gittens has appealed to members of the public to 
avoid going in the area of the J. N. Harriman burnt-out building on Bay 
Street, since the wall of the building is dangerously positioned and could 
collapse at anytime. He said that investigations were continuing into the 
cause of the City fire Monday night last week at Harriman's building, and 
Central Foundry at the Pier Head. [Text] [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in 


English 27 Jan 83 p 1] 
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COUNTRY SECTION BELIZE 


PUP FACTION LSSUES MANIFESTO CALLING FOR REFORMS 
Belize City THE REPORTER in English 30 Jan 83 pp 1, 7 


[Text] A Manifesto for revival and reconstruction of the ruling People's 
United Party by a faction calling itself the "Democratic Direction of the 
PUP" speaks f the deep malaise within the Party, its loss of soul and 
self-respect due to high-handed and "self-perpetuating leadership." 


The message is contained in two stencilled sheets which have been 
distributed in the Fort George area of Belize City. The message is not 
signed and there is nothing to indicate who are the people comprising the 
"Democratic Direction," It did say however, that the new DD will be 
shortly taking its message of renewal to every constituency in Belize, 


The new Democratic Direction, identified by some as the PUP left wing, 
charges that the PUP has become deeply divided. "It is becoming increas- 
ingly and publicly evident every day," states the manifesto, "that the 
party is deeply divided at the leadership level and that this division is 
having its effects on the rank and file membership. In one sense this 
division, and the fact that it has been allowed to grow like a cancer in 
the Party, is the result of failure to clearly define and adhere to the 
long-term and short-term strategies, goals, policies and programmes of the 
Party. But the most fundamental problem is that democracy is not practiced 


in the party...." 


"Whereas in the past our Party has survived and has consistently achieved 
national electoral success despite these shortcomings" the manifesto of the 
D/D states, "we do not believe that it can continue to do so in the 
independent Belize, More and more party members are expressing their 
dissatisfaction with the current state of the party. More and more party 
militants are unwilling to ontinue to work for the Party under present 
conditions, 


"We are at a crossroads, Either we allow things to continue as they are 
and lose support--and even produce an exodus from the party which could 
lead to its disintegration, or we face the problems and do something about 
them," the manifesto states. 
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Even though the manifesto pays its respects to the party ieader George 
Price by reaffirming allegiance to him, it does so in the most perfunctory 
way. In its determination to "clean up the party, to steer it away from 
all abuses and corruption...and to work for its democratization" the 
manifesto acknowledges that there is abuse and corruption within the PUP, 
And in its open invitation to PUP members who share its policies to come 
together under its umbrella, the new D/D has begun to sound like a party 
within a party--all PU in name, but DD in deed, 
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COUNTRY SECTION BELIZE 


PEOPLE OF TOLEDO DISTRICT AFFIRM SUPPORT FOR GOVERNMENT, PUP 
Belize City BELIZE SUNDAY TIMES in English 30 Jan 83 p 5 


(Text] In an interview with the Secretary General of the People's 
United Party, Mr Mark Cuellar, it was revealed last week that the people 
of Toledo have sent a petition to the Prime Minister speaking out in 
favour of the government of Belize and the Peoples' United Party and in 
support of the policy of no land cession, 


The toledo District has a population of about 12,000 inhabitants out of 
which some 3,500 are eligible to vote. 


The petition was sent to the Prime Minister after the Guatemalan government 
of Gen Efrain Rios Montt announced that "his country no longer claims the 
whole of Belize and would be satisfied with a part of the Toledo District," 
The people of Toledo the Maya and Kekchi Indians, the Garinagu, the 
creole, the East Indians and other Ethnic groups--are making it clear 

that "they support the sovereignty, territorial integrity and independence 
of Belize."" The petition from the Toledo North and South constituencies 
requests "that the nations of the world respect our continued demand of the 
principles and values of human rights. 


The object of the petition is to make it clear to the Guatemalan government 
that the people of Toledo want to remain a part of this free and independent 


nation of Belize, 


The petition is signed by councillors of the Punta Gorda Town Board, 
Senators of the Toledo District, Executive members of the Toledo North 
and South constituencies, teachers, nurses, policemen, trade unionists, 
Grain Crowers Association, Southern Bee Keepers Association, Youth 
movements, Sporting groups, Men's Marchalls, Women's group, students and 


labourers, 
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COUNTRY SECTION BELIZE 


INTERVIEW WITH NEW UDP LEADER ESQUIVEL PUBLISHED 
Belize City THE BEACON in English 22 Jan 83 pp 3, 10 


[Interview with Senator Esquivel, new Party Leader of the United Democratic 
Party] 


[Text] BEACON: First of all, we want to congratulate you, Senator 
Esquivel, on your election as the new Party Leader of the United Democratic 


Party. 
SEN ESQUIVEL: Thank you. 


Q. You told us last week that if elected Party Leader, your first priority 
will be the reorganization of the Party at the divisional level and the 
attraction of new party members. How do you plan to go about this task? 


A. Already, each Divisional Leader has been asked to prepare a schedule 
for visits to the Division by myself and other Party Officials. In the 
initial stages, which should begin next week, we will be concentrating on 
the District Towns and Villages as well. The new Central Committee will 
offer to help organize annual divisional conferences which a number of the 


Divisions have not held yet, 


Q. In the daily running of the Party, which Party Official(s) will you 
be dealing mostly with? 


A. I will be dealing most closely with the Hon Curl Thompson, Leader of 
the Opposition and Deputy Party Leader. Our efforts will have to be co- 
¢rdinated and most likely he will be involved with me on District tours, 


Q. There have been frequent references to a certain scenario which started 
with the removal of Dr Aranda as Party Leader and culminated at Sunday's 
Special Party Conference. Do you care to comment on this scenario? 


A. Well, I think we all need to appreciate the workings of democratic Party. 
When a need arises, there will be proposals from different Party members 

as to how best to fill that need. Once a proposal has been agreed upon, 

it follows that candidates to fill the need will be proposed and support 
will be sought for the candidates, The next step is finally the election 
of one candidate to fill the need, 
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Any scenario other than this is romantic and melodramtic,. 


Q. Can the Aranda experience, in terms of ineffective leadership, be 


. 


repeat: d? 


A. Yes. We are dealing with humans and there is no certainty that once 
elected Leader a person will live up to the potentials he was considered 
to have before his election. 


There is no way the Party can legislate, through its Constitution, to 
prevent another Aranda experience, so to speak, 


Q. How do you propose to go about the membership drive? 


A. There is a terrific need for each Division to study the annual voters 
list and to begin a registration drive. Essentially, the registration drive 
is a house to house process wherein we will encourage each Division to 
solicit new party members. 


Q. How will the Central Committee help with the registration drive? 


A. It can help by lending manpower, helping the Divisions to organize 
themselves and encouraging return visits to ensure that all potential 
electors are registered and encouraged to support the UDP. 


Q. Does the Centrel Office currently have any statistics on past elections? 


A. We have statistics leading up to the 1979 elections but none on the 
City Council elections. 


In the past elections, statistics were held by individual party members, 
usually candidates, and these were not lodged with the Central Office. We 
will try to have this situation changed, As a matter of fact, the Party 
is hoping to employ an Executive Secretary and among his job will be the 
keeping of files on statistics and other matters relating to the Party. 
This of course will depend on the finances of the Party. 


Q. How will the Party go about raising funds? 


A. The Central Committee will discuss fund raising at its meeting later 
this week, 


[In the past, funds have come primarily from Belize City. I believe that 
if other members of the Central Committee and the Party Leader go outside 
the City and support fund raising efforts in the districts, a similar 
amount of funds as raised in Belize City can be raised, 


Also, | feel we will have to move away from dependence on one or two major 
fund raisers in the year, I will encourage efforts to generate a continuous 
and steady inflow of funds. 











Fund-raising, apart from its financial aspect, has an important political 
and social impact. It allows for Party members to meet one another and 
also to meet officers of the Party and this is always desirable, 


Q. Any reactions to Guatemala's statement last week that it has reduced 
its claim to only a portion of the Toledo District? 


A. Clearly there is nothing to discuss with the Guatemalans on that point, 
This Party has always maintained that Belizean territory and sovereignty 
are not for negotiations, Of course, what Montts says in public and what 
he says in private may be very different, 


Q. Do you regard an early settlement of the dispute as being essential? 


A. No. An early settlement could be reached if Guatemala had a change of 
heart and came around to our view that the claim is unfounded, or it may 
be reached as a result of our being pressured into agreeing to something 
which we were not previously agreed to, 


Q. Do you subscribe to the statement that independence made concessions to 
Guatemala inevitable? 


A. This could be put another way: It means that if there is to be an early 
settlement of the dispute, we will have to make concessions, It is for this 
reason that I am not sold on the idea of an early settlement, 


Q. Has the dispute been a hindrance? 


A. Certainly. But this is no reason to suppose that if we press ahead with 
an carly settlement we would be better off, To do so could seriously 
compromise us and thus put us in a worse position than we are now in, 


Q. Finally, do you care to hazard making any predictions about this year's 
municipal elections and next year's national elections? 


A. As far as the Belize City Council elections are concerned, given the total 
disintegration of Belize City under the present PUP administration, I 

think that City residents are crying out for the UDP to come back. Although 
they appreciate that the Government will put obstacles in the way of a UDP 
City Council, they also realize that the UDP did a much better job than 

the PUP are now doing, even with the substantial Support it has received 

from the Government, 


Additionally, the ideological split within the PUP has paralized the City 
Council and to a degree the Government as well. So, the situation will get 
worse both in Belize City and nationwide, 


With regards to the national elections, Belize City must be put together, 

The Districts are relatively strong and if properly organized can be secured, 
However, there is the uncertainty of the realignment of electoral division 
boundaries. If there is gerrymandering in the redrawing of the divisional 
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boundaries, the Party will have to reassess its position. We do not know 


Mon the divisional boundaries will be redrawn, 


Civen the situation today, the PUP in the past has offered independence 

as its ultimate goal and now has nothing more to offer that it has achieved 
independence, People are now realizing this, given the deteriorating 
economic and social conditions. People are looking for an alternative 
Party with sound economic and social programmes, And this is the job of 
the UDP, 
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COUNTRY SECTION BELIZE 


REPORT ON SPECIAL UDP CONFERENCE, PARTY ELECTIONS 
Belize City THE BEACON in English 22 Jan 83 pp 1, 12 


(Text] At Bird's Isle on Sunday, the United Democratic Party Conference 
displayed characteristic democratic fervor as it embarked on a process of 
renewal and reorganization. 


Delegates from all 18 electoral divisions participated fully in the 
business of the day, the most important of which was the election of a new 
Party Leader and the election of a new Central Committee, 


Following an opening prayer ard the playing of the National Anthem, Special 
Consultant to the UDP, Ms Sandra Coye, who was slated to chair the confer- 
ence, explained why she had decided not to take the chair and instead 
delivered a welcome address in which she stressed the need to ensure that 
tyranny be defeated. 


The Conference was chaired by Senator Elodio Aragon (who was also returning 
in the election of the new Party Leader and his Deputy). He did a 

commendable job, considering that he was unprepared due to the short notice 
and the sometimes heated deliberation which went on on the conference floor. 


Without a dissenting vote, the conference approved two resolutions which 
provided respectively for the addition to the Central Committee of a 
National Director for Women and a National Organizer for Youth, Next, the 
conference considered resolutions to amend the Party Constitution to allow 
for the election of a Party Leader from outside the House of Representa- 
tives. Ms Sandra Coye and Mr Derek Aikman proposed an alternative resolu- 
tion, as did Mr Hubert Elrington, for the Collet Division but the conference 
accepted the initial resolution after lengthy deliberations during which 
there were numerous presentations from the conference floor, The vote was 
118 in favour and 40 against, 


The electoral college was then convened for the election of the new Party 
Leader, Of the 25 votes cast, Senator Manuel Esquivel received 23, 

thereby becoming the new Party Leader. The electoral college also confirmed 
the Hon Curl Thompson as Leader of the Opposition by electing him Deputy 
Party Leader, unopposed, 
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In other clections, delegates to the conference elected the following 
officers to serve on the new Central Committee of the UDP: Party 
Chairman--Dean Lindo (73 votes to Senator Aragon's 46); Secretary General-- 
Hlodio Aragon (97 to Hubert Elrington's 13); Director of Organization-- 
Santiago Perdomo (unopposed); Treasurer--Collet Gill (unopposed); National 
Director of Youth--Michael Finnegan (Unopposed); National Director for 
Women--Mrs Alice Brown (unopposed); Legal Counsel--Hon Philip Goldson 
(84 to Wilfred Elrington's 26); Deputy Chairman--Eddie Longsworth (86), Paul 
Guerrero (80) and Eduardo Juan, Jr. (77); Assistant Secretary General-- 
Jerry Nisbet (70 to Sam Rhaburn's 61) and Assistant Treasurer--Sam Rhaburn 
(unopposed). 


As earlier stated, all 18 divisions of the Party were represented but the 
fullest representation (15 delegates or more) was mounted by the Albert, 
Pickstock and Orange Walk North Divisions, 
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COUNTRY SECTION BELIZE 


CHARGES OF CORRUPTION IN ELECTRICITY BOARD TAR GOVERNMENT 
Former Manager's Allegations 
Belize City THE REPORTER in English 30 Jan 83 pp l, 6 


lText] ™- Graham Jones, former general manager of the Belize Electricity 
Board, has written from his new home in Zambia to say that he knew within 
a few weeks of his taking over that Belize Electricity Board was "corrupt." 


"The only salvation for the Belize Electricity Board," Mr Graham Jones 
writes, “would be to remove Sylvester immediately and re-organize the 
Board members also," 


Mr Jones was doing good work with the Board at the time he was forced out 
of office on October 15, 1980 after having served just 14 months of his 
three-year contract. He declined a Reporter invitation at the time to give 
specifics of why himself to saying merely that there was some "funny 
business" afoot. But last week Mr Jones wrote to the Reporter, saying that 
he is now willing "to assist in any way I can, if that is still possible," 


In a press release issued after his departure from Belize, the Belize 
Electricity Board accused its former General Manager of being "high-handed, 
strong-armed and uncouth." In a savage attack the Board said the General 
Manager had failed to execute decisions of the Board, had failed to report 
and communicate with the Board, had engaged on a case of entrenching 
himself and had consistently harrassed and antagonized the senior management 
staff...by his high-handed, strong-armed and uncouth manner," 


Efforts are now being made by the Reporter to secure documentary evidence 
from Mr Jones who now charges that the Chairman of the Board, Minister 
Louis Sylvester, had had “private deals" going at the time with the 
representative of PEMEX who supplied the Board with diesel fuel. Mr Jones 
said that when he found this out he suggested to the Prime Minister, Mr 
Price that "he should deal. directly with the Mexican Government for the 
supply of (diesel) fuel to Belize in order to cut out the agencies which 
were making large profits on the shipment of (this) fuel to Belize," 


The former General Manager cites another case in which the Minister of 
Energy and Communications was involved, 
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fter a few months," he said, "I persuaded Government that new power 
‘Fations were required in some of the outlying areas such as Orange Walk 

ind others needed new equipment. Government approved a large amount of mone y 
for this upgrading of generating equipment and tenders were sent out to 
manufacturers inviting them to submit offers for the supply of the equip- 


ment, 


“At this time L. Sylvester became involved with Sergio Brull (the man who 
was ultimately to replace Jones as General Manager). When the tenders 
arrived, it was obvious at a glanee that Mirlees were by far the cheaper 
offer and were also superior from an engineering and technical point of 


"Against my professional opinion, Sylvester forced the Board to accept the 
dearer tender, He also insisted on appointing staff which were totally 
inadequate for the job, just so long as they were his followers." 

Mr Jones believes that the rate-paying consumers of electricity are being 
manipulated, ‘The general public are paying far too much for electrical 


power,’ he states, "And it is due entirely to disgusting leadership...!!!" 


Spetsing on a personal note Mr Graham Jones said he thinks the reason for 
his dismissal as General Manager of the Belize Electricity Board lay in the 
fact that he had become a threat to the security of Minister/Chairman. 


"I was dismissed," he revealed, "because I became a threat to his security 
and because [ would not allow my principles of strong and uncorrupt prac- 
tices to falter, The Prime Minister only supported my dismissal because 
Sylvester threatened to cause unrest in the Cabinet.... I believe that I 
was making a strong contribution to the recovery of the Belize Electricity 
Board for the time I was Manager and I am sure that many bodies such as 
the (Caribbean) Development Bank and others were in agreement with my 
policies,” Mr Graham Jones declared, 


Price's Involvement 
Belize City THE REPORTER in English 30 Jan 83 p 2 
(Editorial! 


_ | hd 7 . 7 . . 
[Text] Elsewhere in this issue the Reporter gives prominence to a statement 


A 
by the former General Manager of the Belize Electricity Board, Mr Graham 
Jones, which charges that the Board is corrupt and points to the Board's 
Minister/Chairman as the person principally responsible, 


Mr Jones is an Englishman who was recruited in 1979 to come to Belize to 


take charge of the Belize Electricity Board which was then, and still is 
today, in deep financiel distress. He was at his job for 14 months when 


the Board abruptly terminated his contract in August 1980. For more than 
two years Mr Jones has kept his silence. But recently in Zambia, he read 














the Keporter editorial of August 29, 1982 in which we calied on the Prime 
Minister in his capacity as Minister of Finance to cause a full and public 
investigation to be made of the activities of the Belize tleetricity Board, 


The Prime Minister has not responded, but Mr Graham Jones did, From half 
way across the world he has written to say: "I still feel very attached to 
Belize and wish to know that the country is progressing well," 


The disclosure 3 about how the Board runs its business are not startling. 
The whole country has suspected as much for many years. What is of great 
interest and greater concern to us is the new information that the Prime 

Minister had inside, accurate information of what was taking place inside 


the Board from as far back as 1979, 


In his statement to the Press, Mr Graham Jones states: "The Minister, Mr 
L. Syivester was in private deals with the representative of PEMEX at that 
time, and that is why L suggested to the Hon Prime Minister that we should 
deal directiy with the Mexican Government for the supply of fuel to Belize 


to cut out the agencies which were making large profits..." 


This newspaper has not been able to find out what the Belize Electricity 
Board has been paying for its diesel supplies purchased through a third 
party from Pemex. hut all indications point to a price considerably in 
excess of the 52.10 cents a gallon which the Board now pays. How much was 
the difference. Was it an exorbitant amount! Mr Graham Hones, who was 
General Manager of the Board from June 1979 to August 1980 says the Board 
was paying too much. The agencies were making "large profits" on the 
shipment of fuel to Belize, he said. He goes on to use stronger language 
and makes the charge that the rate-paying general public was being "manipu- 


lated," 
fhe point of all this is: Did the Prime Minister know of these goings-on? 
Did he have the facts at his disposal to enable him to make a judgement! 
Did he know, for example, that the Board's fuel supply line had been tapped 
or sizeable commissians; that the Board was no longer getting the best 
return for its disbursements on diesel fuel while at the same time sinking 
deeper and deeper into debt} Did he know that there was something unusual 
about the way the Board handled tenders for the purchase of expensive 


generating equipment! 


Mr Jones has said that he advised the Prime Minister, and we believe that 
a great moral question suspends on whether he did or didn't. 


If the Prime Minister did not know, he has a legitimate reason for doing 
nothing, But if he did, ‘hat knowledge makes him responsible for covering 
up an ugly, cance ous scandal within his government. 


Not only that. if the Prime Minister allowed the General Manager of the 
debt-ridden Electricity Board to be dismissed and humiliated merely because 
he was afraid of what Mr Sylvester could do to him in Cabinet, he is in 

our opinion, guilty of cowardice and perhaps criminal neglect as this 
eountry's chief controller of financial affairs, 
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Five months ago in our editorial we called on the Prime Minister in his 
apacity as Minister of Finance to "cause a ful] public investigation of 
the activities of th. Belize Electricity Board to be made," We pointed 
out that only in this way can he show the country that he is sincere when 
he calls upon the people to toil and make sacrifices for the development 
of Belize We repeat this appeal tr ly. 


* 


Belize cannot live with a cancerous growth gnawing from within. 
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COUNTRY SECTLON BELIZE 


BRIEFS 


GUATEMALA ON TOLEDO RESETTLEMENT--Belize is planning to resettle up to 

6,000 Haitians and their families in the Toledo District, according to a 
report appearing in the Guatemalan newspaper Prensa Libre, The Guatemalans, 
who want Toledo to be handed over to them as compensation for putting an 

end to their century-old dispute over Belize, are said to be furious about 
the plan, In Belize there is no word of any such large-scale resettlement 
programme for the Toledo, though it is generally known that an international 
expert has been recruited since March last year to carry out a study on the 
feasibility of bringing over Haitian families from Haiti to resettle in 
Belize. [Text] (Belize City THE REPORTER in English 30 Jan 83 p 7A] 
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COUNTRY SECTION BERMUDA 


OPPOSITION PLP ISSUES PRE-ELECTION PARTY PLATFORM 


ma ha a hoe 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 28 Jan 83 ppl, 3 


Opposition ‘Leader Mrs. 
l4nxs Krowne Evans vester- 
day revealed that if the 
Progressive Labour Party 
was to win the February 3 
election. it would increase 
pension payments that 
would he indexed to cost ot 
living increases. 

The promime came in the 
party piattarm. which was 
unveiled at) @ press con- 
terence at PLP headquarters 
Vesterday. 

The manitesto aise said 
that a PLP Government 
would immediately abolish 
the toreign vete. lower the 
voting age to 18 and in- 
stitute single seat consfi- 
tuencies. with each vote 
having equa! value 

In addition, the require- 
ment that all voters register 
annualiv would be scrapped 
to he replaced with vear- 
round registration 

The reterence to old-age 
pensions said: “The present 
pensions tall short of living 
minimum wage require- 
ments A PLP Government 
will institute a truly. com- 
prehensive sociai insurance 
programme which wil! in- 
clude realistic old age pen- 
sions properly indexed to the 
cost of living . 

The platform listed hous. 
Ing’ as thre party s Mest im- 
portant issue. The other ts- 
sues listed in descending or- 
er ot importance in the 
manitesto were drugs. the 


3298/358 


United Bermuda Party s 
failure to piace a 
moratorium on Bermuda 
Status grants, the lack of un- 
employment payments and 
the U'BP’s tailure to create a 
favourable industria 
climate thaét would allow 
employees and emplovers to 
hargain without confronta 
fron 

There would also be a re 
view ot the Rent Increases 
(Domestic Premises) Contro/ 
Act with a view to bringing 
abour better relations be. 
tween tenants and landlord- 
and minimising hardships 
expenenced by hath 

On the question ot drugs 
the PILP would establish a 
drugs detoxification centre 
for the treatment of drug ad 
dicts. 


¢« Under the heading 


Community Aftairs came 
the promise to provide cul 
tural. recreationa! and 
educational after-school pro 
grammes for the supervision 
ot children of werking 
parents 

The manifesto went on 
“Human rights with speciai 
concern tor the nghts «| 
women and the rights of 1° 
handicapped wil! be in 
cluded in the Human Right- 
Act. 

Income tax would not he 
introduced during the PI.P - 
first term ot office. If, after « 
studv and appraisal of the 


“economic policies best suited 


to Bermuda. the PIP belies 
ed it should introduce such 2 
form of taxation, the party 
would seek a mandate from 
the people of Bermuda aite: 
holding lectures and classe: 
on the issue. 


Under housing came a 
charge that the UBP had a 
short-sighted housing policy 
and “indeed the verv 
absence of a policy over 
many vears” 

The UBP policy had bred 
a high degree of social in- 
stability in Bermuda with 
hign rents and high 
mortgage payments gen- 
erated by the UBP’s ap- 
proach torcing both mothers 
and fathers ot voung families 
to work. In many cases both 
dav and night 

“The subsequent lack ot 
parental supervision and 
guidance tor voung children 
have plaved a large part in 
hreeding social problems of 
today and tomorrow includ- 
ing drug abuse.” the piat- 
torm added 

A PLP government would 
develop multi-storey ciuster 
nousing on Government 
land. Housing would also be 
burt bv Government tor sale 
at cost to tamilies wishing te 
purcnase their own homes. 

The piattorm will appear 
in tull in tomorrow's Roya 
(sazette. 














COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


POLL REVEALS POLITICAL PREFERENCES OF NEW MEMBERS OF CONGRESS 
Sao Paulo VEJA in Portuguese 5 Jan 83 pp 14-21 


[Text] The almost 50 million voters who went to the polls on 15 November pro- 
duced a basically conservative congress, prepared to Support only changes 
stripped of radicalism. The main alteration the new parliamentarians want made 
in the constitution is in the tax system, which in their eyes concentrates too 
great a volume of resources in the federal sphere. If the presidential elec- 
tion were held today, Minister of Interior Mario Andreazza would win within the 
PDS [Social Democratic Party]. A draft law allowing gambling at mineral spas 
would win ready approval, but another facilitating abortion would be rejected. 
Total entailment of votes is opposed by an absolute majority of the deputies, 
unlike direct elections on all levels, which are wanted by almost all the polit- 
ical representatives who, beginning in March, will be seated at the negotiation 
table required by a Brazil redesigned by the November campaign. 


(This is the picture painted by a study involving 437 of the 479 federal depu- 
ties elected to ihe largest Chamber in the history of the country. There were 
304 in 1946, with an increase to 326 in 1955, 409 in 1963 and 420 in 1975, and 
a leap to 479 this time. In order to interview them, VEJA mobilized its net- 
work of affiliates and correspondents who worked for 2 months, obtaining re- 
sponses from 91.2 percent of the holders of Brazilian federal seats, including 
representatives frow all 25 federal units. To all of them, VEJA submitted a 
questionnaire containing 19 items designed to find out who they are, what they 
think, what they have and for whom they vote. 


The most surprising result was the large contingent (42 percent) of deputies 
atfiliated with the farm sector who were elected in 1982 to serve in the 10th 
legislature (1983-1987). Historically, the level of parliamentarians linked 
with agriculture has been much lower. After researching 1,548 biographies of 
parliamentarians elected between 1946 and 1975, Brasilia University Prof David 
Fleischer recorded 8.9 percent of the deputies from that sector in 1946, a 
level which dropped to its lowest point, 4.8 percent, in 1963, rising again to 
8.9 percent in 1975. Fleischer worked only with the biographical data of the 
federal deputies. Two sociologists at the University Research Institute in Rio 
de Janeiro, Cesar Guimaraes and Luis Henrique Nunes Bahia, interviewed deputies 
and senators in a study for O JORNAL DO BRASIL in 1975, obtaining a slightly 
higher percentage--10.2 percent. They repeated the study in 1979 and the level 


had declined to 9.5 percent. 
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Armed Jelense 


art of the discrepancy in the figures {s due to the different methodology in 
three studfes. In establishing the main source of the parliamentarfans' 
*leischer, as well as Guimaraes and Bahtfa, selected a single source, 
the mafn one, while VEJA accepted and f{ncluded multiple responses. "The VEJA 
shows that the number of parlfamentarfans with agricultural interests, 
whether orimary or secondary, is very high," Professor Flefscher says. He adds 
that the agricultural figure ts tncreasing because many in the liberal profes- 
sfons are entering {t to purchase land "more or less as they played the stock 
market some years ayo." Of the 232 deputies who did not occupy seats in the 
preceding legislature, 81 (34.9 percent) gave agriculture as a source of in- 
These new parlfamentarfans represent 20.8 percent of the PMDB [Brazilian 
Democratic Movement Party] bench, 18.2 percent of the PDS bench, and precisely 
a third of that of the PTB [Brazilian Labor Party]. Taken together, they total 
l6.5 percent of the representatives in the Chamber of Deputtes. 


study 


“¢ Me . 


"The new conpyress will be a conservative medium," says veteran deputy Thales 
Ramalho (PDS, Pernambtco), who is impressed with the weight of the farm sector, 
"because there {Ss no one more conservative than the land owner. It represents 
what Adolt Hitler called 'lebensraum,' and {ft is that people will take up arms 
to defend." The figures do not seem to surprise sociologist Maria Vitoria de 
Mescutta Benevides, the author of a book about the Juscelino Kubitschek govern- 
ment and others about the UDN [National Democratic Unton]. "Even in the PTB 
prfor to 1964, there was a substantial number of ranchers and landowners," 
Marfa Vitoria recalls. "A greater predominance of ranchers was seen in the 


UDN, with the PSD next." 


Other tndfcations of the conservatism of the future congress can be seen in 
studying fits tnclination toward reform. While 89 percent of the congressional 
representatives questioned by O JORNAL DO BRASIL in 1975 were in favor of con- 
stitutional reform, the figure jumped to 95 percent with the VEJA study of 
federal deputies. On the other hand, only 31 percent of the parliamentarlans 
interviewed now favor the convocation of a constituent national assembly, as 
compared to 49 percent of the congressmen included in the 0 JORNAL DO BRASIL 
poll tn 1979. In addition, social reforms only ranked sixth in the list of 
constitutional {tems the deputies questioned want to change, lagging well 
behind tax reforms, an increase in congressional authority, reform of the party 
and electoral system, decentralization and guarantees of tndividual rights. Tax 
reform has the massive support of the deputies from the Northeast, while the 
orerogatives of the legislature are more important in the Southeast. ‘The 
level of centralization has weakened the finances of the states, and this 
problem will have to be dealt with," the president of the PDS, Senator Jose 


Sarney, admits. 
End of the Revoluttonary Cycle 


What the deputies call tax reform is the redistribution of national tax income 
> 
f the federal government is currently consuming 78 percent, as compared 
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percent for the states and 10 percent left over for the municipalities. 
"This is the most tmportant issue tn the country. Without tax reform, there 


i an ibd bp’ 
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will be neither tederation nor democracy," a specialist in the matter, Sao 
Paulo lawyer and alderman Sampaio Doria (PMDB) says. But the figure which made 
the preatest impression on the leading Brazilian expert on electoral sociology, 
Bolivar Lamounier, who is a protessor at the Pontifical Catholic 


niversity in Sao Paulo, is the number of deputies favoring constitutional 
reform. "Tne study - als a desire on the part ot the parliamentarians to see 
the revolutionary c end," Lamounier says, "through a consensus on the 


‘tiation of a new Magna Carta." 


As other similar studies have already shown, the congress in Brazil, as in 
other countries, is not a reflection of society, but rather its elite. For 
example, although only 3.81 percent of the citizens of Brazil are rural owners, 
+s percent of the federal deputies fall into this category. Similarly, a 

study by Prot Frederick Frey of Cambridge University snowed that Turkish 
society was predominately agricultural in 1954, but only 10 percent of the 
furkish deputies had tarm occupations. The most noticeable example of the 
distorted mirror provided by the elite in Brazil is the age structure: 

ilthough 66.4 percent of the Brazilian people are under 30, only 2.2 percent 

of the parliamentarians are. 


che federal deputies in the lOth legislature average 47 years and 10 months in 
age, as compared with an average of 47.59 for the 9th legislature (1979-1983) 
and 46.64 years for the 8th (1975-1979). Therefore, the lowest average age 
since the first legislature, in 1946, continues to be the 45.56 years recorded 
for the period between 1951] and 1955--precisely the legislature which had the 
highest index of deputy turnover--/0.7 percent. Since then, the turnover 
average has fallen to something like 46 percent, or, to be specific, 44.8 
percent for the 9th legislature (1979-1983). The VEJA study shows that the 
turnover index rose again in the last elections, to 53 percent, including in 
the calculation all of those who were not deputies in the preceding legis- 
lature. Thus parliamentarians who were suspended, such as Mario Kovas (PMDB, 
Sao Paulo), and who returned to the congress after 14 years, are included in 
the turnover index. The number of deputies who never held any mandate before 
is much lower (see last table). 


Against Censorship 


Comparing the two major parties, the PMDB shows the higher turnover rate, in- 
volving 56.2 percent of th party bench, as compared to 44.3 percent for the 
PDS. This is a historic development, because the average turnover for the MDB 
‘Brazilian bemocratic Movement], the predecessor of the PMDB, was always higher 
than the average for the ARENA [National Renewal Alliance], the predecessor of 
the PDS. In this deputy turnover, the educational level of the members of con 
yress shows a Slight downward trend. In the study made by O JORNAL DO BRASIL 
in 1975, including senators and federal deputies, 88.75 percent of the 
conyressmen had completed higher education, a figure which dropped to 8/ per- 
cent in the VEJA poll of federal deputies. The number of parliamentarians with 
primary education increased from 1.25 percent to !1.6 percent in the same 
period. "But the structure of the Chamber will continue to be elitist in 


educational terms," says the president of the senate, Jarbas Passarinho (PDS, 


Para). 














it ie yre favors endiny censorship, or at least modification of its 

irshe ispects. An absolute majority of the federal deputies also wants 

{ lj levalized, althouvh a yoodly number of them propose not total free- 

C rather a torm limited to certain areas, such aus the mineral] Spas. In 

PAIS Tesara, the Congressmen face firm opposition from President Joao 
riyuedre ano sent a reprimand to Deputy Pedro Lauro Domaradzki (PMDB, 
Pay t 30 November. "I am opposed to free gambling, because I was born 
i r it, I remain against it and I will die avainst it," the president 
nnounce "he parliamentarians oppose liberalized abortion--Rio de Janeiro is 
t n Tate dn which the majority of the parliamentarians favor it. "The 
p ratic Labor Party] regards debate of this issue as urgent, but it 

te ve a tirm position," the governor-elect of Rio de Janeiro, Leonel 

r erves with caution. "In this regard," Bolivar Lamounier comments, 
“t ties as a whole rollow what seems to be the opinion of their voters." 

1 t lew of psychologist Rachel Moreno, a militant in SOS Woman, a feminist 
Organization, and a derender of abortion, "The politicians are more concerned 
with a.iiances and dividing up power, which may explain their fear of offend- 
iny the inch on polemic subject such as abortion." 
Lamounler was also rather impressed by the open advocacy by the parliamen- 
tarian r direct elections on all levels: 73.2 percent prefer direct elec- 
tion the president of the republic, 83 percent want to extend direct elec- 
ti Co the prefectures in the capital cities, and 85.5 percent want it ex- 
rencec to the municipalities regarded as national security areas, although here 
ome parliamentarians set limits on direct elections in frontier municipali- 
tie “In those places, it is the population which defends the c untry," 

hale imaino comments, for example. Adding these figures to a recent Gallup 
sostitute poll, in which 608 percent of Brazil's urban voters insisted on 
electis the president of the republic, the director of the institute, Carlos 
‘atheus, risked a prediction. "When so many people support an idea, it is hard 
to prevent its realization." Senator Teotonio Vilela (PMDB, Alagoas) adds 
that "These figures are the best New Year's gift." The secretary general of 
the pMor, Deputy francisco Pinto from Bahia, warns cautiously: "Where the PDS 
i ncerned, I am a little suspicious of the enthusiasm with which the newly 
elect cles nave joined the three branches of government. Later they will 

v t. the ideas ot the Planalto Palace." 
rreater [1 pendence 

‘ome dt L espouse Curlous Suggestions. One from Minas Gerais, for example, 
propose reduct in the physical area of the capital city municipalities. 
[In thes .er capitals, there would be no elections for prefects, and in the 
former capital areas there would be direct elections. It is curious that even 
within the PS, there is a definite majority favoring the direct election of 
the prefects in the capital cities. After all, the government party defeated 
the op ition in the November elections only in Aracaiu and San Luis. in the 
Northeast, Porto Velho, in the North; and Florianopolis, in the South. 
Although he does not favor radical changes, former senator and foreign minister 
Afonso Arinos de Mello Franco, a biographer of the institution through his book 
“The Chamber of Deputies" (1976), notes that possible surprises in this 10th 
legislature cannot be excluded. "The future Chamber will be more independent 
than the present one, if only because it will outlast the executive branch." 
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represent &U percent of the 


Tlege which will choose the next president of the republic. As the 
te majority in this college, it is of particular interest to 
present inclinations of its parliamentarians. An absolute majority-- 
t-~claims to be undecided within the vovernment party, althouyh 
ide of the leadership of Minister of Interior Mario Andreazza, 
e aAO FAULO Vepuly Paulo Maluf, Vice President Aurelian Lnaves, 
Marco Marciel of Pernambuco and Governor Antonio Carlos Magalhaes of 
ikKing weil below them are Gen Octavio Aguiar de Medeiros, head of the 
tonal Intelligence Service], and Gen Costa Cavalcanti. president of the 
roject. 
tonio Carlos has all of his electoral support in the Bahia bench, the 
r Andreazza and Maluf are scattered throughout the country. The deputy 
‘iu.oO, for example, has initially only four votes from that state. 
curlous picture is provided by the supporters of Vice President 
Ndves, who nas a reasonable base in Minas Gerais and who is the only 
1date to win votes from the opposition--two from the PMDB. Adding in 
position votes, by the way, Aureliano would tie Andreazza for first 
h wili not be possible on election day in January of 1985: the 
jaity leyislation would prevent this interparty transfer of votes, if 
ives make an issue of the matter--and it seems obvious that they will. 
ise, the opposition votes represent a trump for the vice president, and 
m he gains credibility as the candidate on whom agreement can be 
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have not reabsorbed their pre-1964 radical past. "Indirect elections 
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pposition, which has virtually no chance of electing the president 


‘epublic by incgirect means, the front runner is the president of the 
y t 


uilmaraes, with 74 votes. He is closely followed b 


ect of Minas Gerais, Tancredo Neves, a newcomer to the PMDB, after 


defunct PP [Popular Party]. The PMDB was the only party in which 
vianning Antonio Delfim Netto won one vote for president. In the 


rties, the natural leader, due to the limited size of the PDT bench, is 


a4 


vernor-elect of Rio de Janeiro, Leonel Brizola, who is always mentioned 


a 
obstacle to the direct election of the president, since the 


complex process, incapable of rising above the dilemmas which will 
Krizola warns, for his part. 


level of certainty within the PDS makes it impossible to see the 


ce 


idential succession clearly in this first assessment, but certain trends 
somewhat definitely outlined. A more obvious definition will not occur 
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within the PDS. [here is no basis f¢ 
itles supporting a candidate will in fact still support him at the crucial 


ie end of 1983, when the succession issue will enter into the final 


- Knowing today how many of the 
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Minister Andreazza, whose standing is high, admits. He is also the 


J 
Institute national poll 
institute national poil. 


minister in the Joao Figueiredo government, according to a recent 
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fhe structure of the 1983 congress has changed in terms of the number of 
parilamentarlans born in the states they represent: they accounted for 88.8 
percent of the total in the 9th legislature, as against 80.3 percent now. The 
y of the new federal deputies (55.3 percent) have relatives who are or 
were politicians. "A politician with relatives in politics is as common a 

as some time ago to have a relative who was a lawyer, doctor or 


thing a it ow 

engineer,’ says Prof Maria Vitoria Benevides. "This phenomenon is particular- 
ly prevalent in the Northeast. Aluisio Alves was not elected in Rio Grande do 
Norte, Dut his son was. Jose Sarney did not run for office, but his son was 


elected deputy, just as Antonio Carlos Magalhaes will leave the government of 
Bahia with the election of his son as deputy," she commented, by way of 


eX all ue. 
District Division 


A majority (62.4 percent) of the 437 tederal deputies interviewed in these 
recent weeks opposed the interlinking of all votes established during last 
November's election, with opposition from such illustrious voices in the 
yovernment itselt as that of the head of the Civilian Household, Prof Joao 
leitao de Aoreu. "Linked voting did not help the PDS, as was hoped," a 
yovernmoot party deputy said regretfully. In addition to this, 48.2 percent of 
these ‘epislators are also opposed to district voting. "It is already a part 


of e constitution,” Senator Sarney responds. "What we must discuss now is 
now to implement it." Sarney admits that this "is a delicate matter which will 


the electoral system, and therefore, an agreement among the parties will 


change the 


, it 
pe necessary. 


The majority of the 35.9 percent of the federal deputies who favor some type of 
district voting want a mixed system, of the German sort. A part of the depu- 
ties would be elected by the districts, and part from a list with all of the 


L 
leading names in each party, which could be voted upon throughout the state. 
‘If mixed district voting had existed in England, Prime Minister Winston 


a * 


; 
Churchill need not have lost the 1945 election," Thales Ramalho comments. 
hurchill's wife asked him if the electoral defeat might not have been a 
heavenly blessing. "Only if it was very well disguised," the prime minister 
responded. "The world lost a great deal with that defeat," Thales notes. 


[The prestige of district voting, in any case, has increased among the deputies. 
In the 14/9 0 JORNAL DO BRASIL study, no fewer than 85 percent of the congres- 
sional representatives opposed it. Last week, federal deputy Edison Lobao put 
forth the idea of establishing mixed district voting, reserving 30 percent of 
he seats tor district election and 70 percent for proportional election in the 
State as a whole. "Earlier, the consensus favored half for the district and 

f proportional," says Professor Fleischer, who is a member of the working 
group appointed by the Ministry of Justice to draft the law on this matter. 
Apparently, in assessing the matter since November, the Planalto Palace has 
convinced that district elections would not work in its favor. 
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The congress created at the polls in Novembe ill be especialiy equipped for 
assessing district voting. After all, 50 percent of the deputies elected for 
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the 9th legislature had earlier passed the test at the polis, and this propor- 
tion has now increased to 83 percent. The percentage of federal deputies who 


id earlier served as pretects and vice pretects remained stable (138.3 percent 


Le 
for the 9th legisiature and 13.9 percent for this one), as did the number of 
aldermen. But the opposition is increasing its advantage over the government 
in winning municipal bases. Of the members of the opposition bench elected in 
L974, 2/.5 had occupied seats in the municipal chambers, as compared to 25 per- 
cent of the ARENA legisiators. In 1978, the gap increased, with 28.6 percent 
of the MDB representatives who were former aldermen, as compared to 20.3 per- 
cent for the ARENA. The figures now are 31.7 percent for the PMDB and only 
8.2 percent for the PDS. "It can no longer be said that there are no polit- 
{cal parties in Brazil," maintains Fernando Henrique Cardoso, a sociologist and 
senator (PMDB, Sao Paulo). "It has been demonstrated that the PMDB, above all, 


but also the PDS, have roots in the municipalities." 


[he present leader of the PDS in the Chamber of Deputies, Hugo Mardini, from 
Rio Grande do Sul, is surprised by the number of lawyers among those elected: 
94 percent of the future of federal deputies have law degrees. 


But lawyers are in the majority in almost all the parliaments of the world. 

For example, they account for 44.6 percent of the current members of the House 
of Representatives in the United States. As compared to the American congress, 
that of Brazil is distinguished in that it has more journalists (7 percent of 
the deputies, as compared to 3.6 percent in the United States) and ten times as 
many landowners (only 4.6 percent of the American representatives are farm 


owners). 


The struc ure of the new Brazilian Chamber of Deputies is increasingly civilian 
n its characteristics. In 1946, 6.3 percent of the federal deputies were in 


the military, which figure declined to 2.5 percent in 1975 and to 1.14 percent 
for this legislature. 


The Role of the SNI 


According to the information obtained by VEJA, the 1983 congress does not re- 
veal profound differences among the parties, which suggests the absence of 
strong leadership. But leadership will emerge. The grey-haired "authentic" 
faction in the former MDB, on the left, is likely to be reborn more forcefully 
within the PMDB, with the legislators from Pernambuco headed by Miguel Arraes, 
Jarbas Vasconcelos, Roberto Freire and Egydio Ferreira Lima as its spearhead. 
There are notable personages in the Senate too, which will boast such thinkers 
as Fernando Henrique Cardoso and Severo Gomes, of Sao Paulo, and Roberto 
Campos, from Mato Grosso, all capable of dominating the scene with brilliant 
maneuvers. The Chamber will also have its picturesque deputies, including two 
singers and an actress, but its American counterpart includes a professionali 
basketball player and a boxer. In large parliamentary rosters, the picturesque 


causes no discord. 


Such suspicions as those focused upon Deputy Sinval Boaventura (PDS, Minas 
Gerais), who was accused of being an SNI informer, will not exist in the future 
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namber of Deputies in Brazil. Beginning in 1953, an SNI official, Col 
eoastlao Kodriyues de Moura (Curio) will exercise a direct mandate as an 

i tederal deputy trom Para. To offset this, on the other hand, the 
number of seats representing the various communist factions is estimated at 
‘0. As of the present, the PDS has practically chosen its team. Deputy Flavio 
Marcillo, of Ceara, has stepped forward and is likely to assume the presidency 
of the amber ot Deputies for the third time. The government party leader 
wil! probably be Deputy Nelson Marchezan from Rio Grande do Sul. The PMDB has 
not yet chosen the man to succeed Odacyr Klein as leader. 
[Independent of the individuals involved, the future congress will have two 
basic missions to carry out, as Senator Marco Maciel noted--"To continue the 
political project, which reached its highest point during the election, but has 
not yet ended, for the open approach must continue; and to debate the economic 
and social problems, in a search for a solution to the crisis." In order to 
play this role, Maciel noted, "The parliamentarians will have to negotiate a 
great deal." They will be qualified for the purpose this time by a special 
legitimacy, won with the direct election of the governors. The expansion of 
the right to vote extended legitimacy to the entire political system, and also 
attributed Co the congress greater responsibilities, on returning to it the 
weivht st during the two years when it occupied no more than a physical space 
in the arena of the three government branches. 


New Party Affiliations 


[ff the old political parties had still been in existence last November, the UDN 
(National Democratic Union} would finally have realized its dream of winning 
the largest bench in the federal chamber. Of the deputies elected now, 97 are 
former UDN members, as compared to 68 former members of the PSD and 59 former 
members of the PTB. The PDS has the majority of the former UDN (67) and PSD 
(49) members. If Governor Leonel Brizola is displeased by the fact that there 
are more tormer PTB members in the PMDB of Deputy Ulysses Guimaraes (37) than 
in his own PDT (9), he can console himself with the knowledge that on the other 
hand, there are more laborites in Gen Joao Figueiredo's PDS (8) than in the PTB 
of his rival, for the time being, Ivette Vargas (5). 
in any case, these figures should be analyzed with caution, because practically 
half of the new ceputies have begun their political careers since 1965, when 
the old party divisions were eliminated with the promulgation of AI-2 [Insti- 
tutionai Act No 2j. They help to define the ideological profile of the new 
groups, but they do not necessarily reflect any very firm links with the 
political path of the country. Particularly since prior to 1965, when there 
ither so many electoral swindles nor such hindrances to party mobility, 


t was common for politicians to transfer calmly from one party to another. 


Of the 43/ persons interviewed during the poll, only 27 had never been active 
in a political party other than their present one. Another 153 had been men- 
bers of one other, and 196 members of two. And Deputy Joao Mendonca Falcao, of 
the PTR in Sao Paulo, the legendary former president of the Sao Paulo Soccer 














Federation, even though excluded from politics during 10 years of suspension, 
nas already been itnvolved with six parties, including the PCB [Brazilian 
Communist Party], as it was known during the short 2 years of its legal life. 
The study further shows that the PDS ts a more fatthful reproduction of the 
ARENA than the PMDB has proved to be of the MDB. Of the new government party 
deputies, //7 percent were members of the ARENA, while only 68 percent of the 
PMDB members were MDB militants. Thts its understandable. After all, with the 
end of the two-party system, it fell to the MDB to supply the parliamentarians 
who would make up the other three opposition groups, which have not succeeded 
in winning over a single former ARENA supporter. 
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Parliamentarians With Rural Income Sources 
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presidenciais diretas? presidential elections? 
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Ki vou Lavor constitutional reform? Yes--416* (95%); No--6 (1%); 
) { LOW i (4 . 
| , what are th riority changes?** 
é lone tax reform. 
i cd reestablishment ot legislative attributes. 
t ie i -d reform of the party nd electoral system. 
ent ned decentralization of authority. 
renythening individual guarantees 
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Key: 


1. What is your income source?* 10. Pensions and retirement 


2. Parliamentary subsidies funds 
3. Management post in state li. Fees 
enterprise 12. How many income sources 
4. Farming, livestock breeding, have you? 
agroindustry 13. One 
Industry 14. Two 
6. Trade and services 15. Three 
? Investments** 16. Four 
4. Banking 17 Five 
¥. Wages 


The percentages were based on the number of those interviewed in each 
party: 203 in the PDS, 192 in the PMDB, 22 in the PDT, 12 in the PTB 
and 8 in the PT. The percentages of the total were based on the total 
number of persons interviewed, which was 437, and the final total ex- 
ceeds 100 percent because there were multiple choices, as the second 
part of the chart shows. 


Rentals from urban real estate, leased land, dividends, interest, stocks, 


bonds, etc. 










O que deve ser feito 
com a censura? 
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What should be done about censorship? 
It should be reduced. 

It should be eliminated. 

It should be kept as it is. 

It should be increased. 

Don't know. 


OV Wm £ W Po oe 


63 








E a favor da liberacao do aborto?* 
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Key: - oO you favor liberalized abortion provisions?* 


¢ ' } —- 
G. Von t KNOW. 


* The percentages were based on the number of those interviewed in each 
party: U3 in the PDS, 192 in the PMDB, 22 in the PDT, 12 in the PTB 
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Teve mandatos politicos anteriores? 
ss Ps | pmoB [PTB] POT |PT | TOTAL 
a veredoay | Babies Bice. o:lioes 
Svecerproetg + Bi a AB mE ore 
F deal ado estaGua’ | | 201 
fRsenuiaco tedarah azemosteedis Be aoe 
governado: & 
{vee goveradt » asso: os 
senacor 
Key: 1. Have vou held political office before? 6. Federal deputy 
2 Alderman /. Governor 
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5. State deput 
AZ 


j=“? 















E a favor da 
mm legalizacao © 
do jogo? 










IN 
hes 


Key: 1. Do you favor legalized gambling? 3. Don't know 
2. Yes 4. No 














voto distrital? | 
i 2 Sim 156 (36%) 
i 3, N&O —-212. (49%) 
« Naosel 69 (16%) 


Key: 1. Are you in favor of district voting? 
2. Yes 
3. No 
4. Don't know 
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. Total** 
Total *** 


l Others* 
2. Undecided 
3 Would cast blank ballot 
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Teotonio Vilela was ment’oned twice, Severo Gomes twice, Marcos Freire, 
twice, Pedro Simon twice, Jayme Canet twice, Olavo Setubal twice, Antonio 
Ermirio de Morats twice, Mario Covas once, Leonel Brizola once, Fernando 
Henrique Cardoso once, Jose Richa once and Del. im Netto once. 


Of the 192 PMDB deputies interviewed, 109 mentioned only one name, 12 
mentioned two, 3 mentfoned 3 and 5 mentioned 4 names. 


These tnterviewed tncluded 22 PDT deputies, 12 PTB deputies and 8 PT 


deputies. Of these deputies, 15 in the PDT, 6 in the PTB and 4 in the 
PT mentioned a single name, and 2 in the PDT mentioned 2 names. 
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Key: | Karlier Party Affiliation* 


Social Progressive Party 
3. Republican Party 
4. Other 


* 2/7 were never members of any party other than their party, 153 were 


active in one party previously, 196 in 2, 51 in 3, 


in 6 other parties before his present affiliation. 


9 in 4, and 1 was active 








BRIEFS 


NEW NAVY UNDER SECRETARY--Capt Alfredo Galleyos Villalobos will assume his 
post aS navy under secretary at the Defens: Ministry today. He replaces 
Capt Victor Larenas Quijada who will take up the post as director general 
Of maritime territory and merchant marine. 'PY200232 Santiago TERCERA DE 
LA HORA in Spanish 2] Dec 82 p 5 PY] 

NAVY PROMOTLONS--The navy commander Adm Jose Toribio Merino Castro today 
presided over the ceremony during which the following high-ranking navy 
officers were promoted to rear admirals: Fernando Camus Scherrer, Jorge 
sepulveda Ortiz, Victor Larenas Quijada, Osvaldo Schwarzenberg Stegmaier 
and Fernando Navajas Trigoyen. [PY200232 Santiago Diplomatic Information 
service in Spanish 0000 GMT 31 Dec 82 PY] 

BALANCES OF TRADE, PAYMENTS--Santiago, 15 Jan (LATIN-REUTER)--The Central 
Bank reported that the Chilean balance of payments reached an accumulated 
deficit ot $1,164,000,000 in December, as compared to a surplus of $70 
million in December 1981. The bank also reported that the international 
cutrency reserves were $2,577,000,000 last December as compared to 
93,774,000,000 in December 1981. The Chilean trade balance in 1982 left 

i positive balance ot $217.4 million, while in 1981 there was a deficit 
of $2,557,000,000, the bank said. This change was mainly a result of the 
drastic cut of imports during 1982. 'PY200232 Buenos Aires LATIN in 
spanish 1605 GMT 15 Jan 83 PY] 


DROP IN UNEMPLOYMENT RATE--Santiago, 29 Dec (LATIN-REUTER) --Economy Under 
secretary Alvaro Bardon has reported that the unemployment rate in the 
metropolitan region of Santiago has dropped from 24.9 percent to an 18 
percent during the September-November period. Bardon added that the 
national unemployment rate amounts to 20 percent, and that in Santiago 


it reached 18 percent, which means that we are beginning to recover, he 


. b] 


stated. [PY200232 Buenos Aires LATIN in Spanish 1826 GMT 29 Dec 82 PY] 


RETIREMENTS, PROMOTIONS IN CARABINEROS--The following Carabineros officers 


PIR EAYTOWN ; i LUN, 
are retiring: Gen Ruben Schindler Contardo, Col Francisco Reves Liard and 
Lt Col Renato Baeza Castillo. The following Carabineros officers were 
promoted: Gen Hector Campos, to inspector general; Col Oscar Luis Torres 
Rodriguez, to general; and Col Carlos Perez de Arce Senoceain, to general. 


[PY200232 Santiago TERCERA DE LA HORA in Spanish 19 Dec 82 p 20 PY] 
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irrive in Valparai mn 1l6 January, after the New Zealand Federation of 
tevedores Unions litted the boycott on cargoes to and from Chile which 


has been in terce since 1974.  [PY250239 Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 


-Emilio Torres has lost his post as president of 
the Nation opper workers Confederation [CTC], in accordance with the 
provisi the | yr union organization law, since the union of which 
he is tl ireetor, the Coya and Pangal Labor Union in Rancagua, has failed 
chment to the CTC in the obliga- 
tory biannual nd thus remains outside that nationwide labor organi- 
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CLES FIC EXPEDITION TO ANTARCTICA--The 19th scientific expedition to the 
Antarctic is being carried out with complete success. The expedition, ini- 
ted by the Chilean Antarctic Institute, began in early January on board the 
"Capitan Luis Alcazar."' The expedition will continue until the end of this 
month and involves 13 scientific research projects in biological sciences, 


eart sciences and upper atmospheric studies, conducted by prominent scien- 
LS from the country's different universities. Uruguayan, Peruvian and 
Brazilian research workers are also involved as observers. A scientific 


meeting was recently held on board the vessel with the participation of five 
Brazilian researchers, who are now at the Tenie.te Marsh Base working on a 
reology project. Given the great interest of the meeting, Brazilian biologist 


Martin Sander staved on the Chilean vessel for a week, for the purpose of gain- 


ing thorough knowledge ot the scfentific work cir country is doing in its polar 
territory. [Text] [Santiago TERCERA DE LA HORA in Spanish 3 Feb 83 p 14-A} 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


CUBA 


FOREIGN DELEGATES AT SEMINAR ON MARTI'S THOUGHTS 


Havana 


3RANMA WEEKLY 


Montane, Perez Attend 


[Article by Pedro Costa] 


{Excerpts |] 


@ UNDER THE auspices of the Cuban 
Institute of Fmendship with the Peoples 
(ICAP), the International Seminar on Mar- 
U's Thought in Our Day and Age was heid 
at. Havana's international Conference Center. 

From December 14 to 16, 1982, over 200 
delegates representing 8¥ countries discussed 
more than 20 studies on the works, action 
ang aMli-imperialust thinking of Cuba's Na- 
ional Hero José Mart. 

JesGs Montané Oropesa, alternate member 
of the Communist Party of Cuba's Politicai 


REVIEW in English 9 Jan 83 p 9 


of Foreign Relations, gave the opening ad- 
pening 


The work sessions of the Seminar were 
chaired by the presidents of some of the’ 
friendship associations with Cuba existing in 
other countries. . 

Alternate member of the Political Bureau 
of the Communist Party of Cuba Antonio 
Pérez Herrero, who was present on the last 
day of the Seminar, canceled the first stamp 
of ” series dedicated to this international 
even 


Bureau and head of its General, Department 
Radio Marti Criticized 
Havana GRANMA WEEKLY REVIEW in English 9 Jan 83 p 9 


WE, THE participants in the International Seminar on. 
Marti’s Thought in Our Day and Age, representatives 
of peoples of Asia, Africa and Our America, of Europe 
and North America, pay homage with profound respect 
and emotion to the memory of the founder of the Cuban 
Revolutionary Party upon nearing the 130th anniversary of his 
birth, on January 28, 1983. : 


At the same time we wish to record our deepest indignation 
over the aggressive plans of the archreectionary regime the U.S. 

people have to put up with, a people with whom Marth sym 
athized. These aggressive and sinister plans against the socialist 

evolution of Cuba are contained in the Santa Fe document, drawn 

up in that Californian city, in the United States of America, whose 

Part 5 (interAmerican Relations, Chapter A, Special Relations 

with Key Countries, Proposal 4), reads a follows: 


“The first steps must be frankly punitive. ... . Among those steps 
will be the establishment of a Radio Free Cuba under open USS. 
Government sponsorship.... If propagande fails a war of na 
tional ifberation against Castro will be launched....” 


In August 1982 the U.S. House of Representatives a proved 
a ten-million-doilar budget to cover the cost of building the gov- 


[Text ] 





ernment broadcasting station in Flcrida, in order to engage in 
transmitting subversive programs against Cubs. Notwithstanding 
the fact that 134 legislators yored against this, the construction 











work on the radio station has continued) The only thing that, 
has changed is that instead of Radio Free Cuba they now way 
to call it Radio José Marti. 


In the face of such an offense to the glorious memory and 
name of Cuba's National Hero, the Father of Independence and 


the Mastermind of the Revolution, which also represents @ serious 
provocauon, we reiterate our indignation and voice our strongest 
protest and condemnation over this new imperialist aggression 
against the sister Cuban peopie and their government. 

But U.S. imperialism’s plans against Cuba are not confined to 

announcing the —s up of the counterrevolutionary and sub 
versive radio station Dut also inciude beilicose plans to deprive 
the Cubans of their legitimate right to respond with their means 
to such indefensible radio warfare. ; 
_, These impertelist actions and designs against Cuba flagrantly 
violate the established provisions of international law concernin 
respect for sovereignty, self-<determination and independence, an 
they seriously endanger world peace. , 

We, meeting here with the sister Cuban people, are convinced 
that the shamefu! aims sought bY this radio warfare are rooted in 
the hatred the impenalisis feel for the dignified, forceful and 
unbending example set before the whole world by the Cuban 
Revolution. The daily work of the Revolution shows that the 
revolutionary work of José Marti is alive and relevant, as opposed 
- aga warmongering and insane policy of the Reagan administra- 


We are convinced that the vehement denunciation that we, - 
the participants in this International Seminar, are now making 
here and, further, our strong condemnation of this new aggressive 
maneuver of the government of the United States of America will 
be supported by the workers, farmers, students, professionals ’ 
religious people, intellectuals and al! the revolutionary, progressive 
and democratic forces throughout the world, and in particular 
the U.S. people; in short, by all those in favor of détente, coex 


istence and universal peace. 
Final Declaration 
Havana GRANMA WEEKLY REVIEW in English 9 Jan 83 p 8 


[Text] We, representatives of 89 countries, have participated in the sessions 

of the International Seminar on Marti's Thought in Our Day and Age, held 

December 14-16, under the auspices of the Cuban Institute of Friendship with 

the Peoples (ICAP) in collaboration with other institutions. We express our 

heartfelt and respectful tribute to the champion of Cuban independence, 

Jose Marti, one of the Americas’ great political and revolutionary thinkers 
profound and radical revolution that the 


T 
- 
. 
4 


and a vital inspirer of the most 
western hemisphere has known. 


In the course of the Seminar, it was demonstrated once again that the revolu- 
ry work carried out by Jose Marti, his political and ideological legacy, 

tutes today one of the most extraordinary treasures of which all 

ind has reason to be proud, being at the same time a reliable compass 

for the present dav. The relevance of Marti's thought grows to the same 

extent as the democratic, anti-imperialist revolution in this continent 


becomes more urgent and necessary. 
Jgse Marti, organizer of the Cuban independence war, the most important 
the anti-imperialist struggle in the Americas, the most remarka- 


AAO & 


forerunner of 
ble political 
has a place together with men like Simon Bolivar at the glorious peak of the 


and social ideologue otf the last century in this continent 
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technical, trade and cultura 


OFF TCIAL DISCUSSES ECONOMIC RELATIONS 


nterview with Aleksandr Kachanov by Nancy Robinson Calbet: date 
Specui ed | 


me is propitious to interview Comrade Aleksandr Kachanov, 


1 ' oo = . ! ° 
iselor of the Soviet Union's embassy in our country, but much 


ime when the fraternal Soviet people have commemorated two 


h him about the economic relations between our two countries, 
hen U.S. imperialism and its lackeys of the hemisphere imposed 
us because they could not permit the existence of a revolution 
“1tory. 

. Kachainov says: "In those quite difficult days for the 
ion, the Soviet Union was the first to extend its fraternal 
then when initial negotiations were established." 


ls that as a results, our countries in February 1960 signed 
ements that included a solid foundation for economic, 
] 


cooperatLon. 


2 months fter the agreements were Signed--the first Soviet 
in the port of Casilda, establishing an oil bridge across the 


° . 9 ¢ Bi 
t interruption over more than 20 years. 
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lains that cooperation was expanded even more following the 
important intergovernmental agreament on economic and technical 
r the 1976-80 period. "Over this period, " he asserts, "the 
vided technical assistance for the construction and reconstruc- 
han 20) works and enterprises in the principal sectors of the 
industry, agriculture, transportation and communications--and 


q 


pment t skilled cadres. 
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BANANA EXPORTS TO ENGLAND EARN $24 MILLION 


oh aed 


market last year, 


. a, wen er as aay ase 2a. 2 ok 4a we 
9£-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 29 Jan 


Dominica Banana Growers’ 


rar 7004 
IN 1982 


ry 5 VY 
VU) 


rarTvT ss 
Aa.VsAU Nr 


“a _ ROSEAU, Fri., (Cana): 
DOMINICA earned $24.5 million for bananas sold on the United Kingdom 


Associaton (DBGA) 


has 


announced. It said that just over 26.8 thousand long tons of fruit were soid, 
slightly less than the previous year, when 27,074.83 tons of bananas were 


exported. 


The association did not 
give the previous year’s 
revenue from banana sales, 
but said the tonnage for 
i982 fell short of the es- 


‘timated 28,000 tons fore- 
‘cast for that year. It 
addeu: 


‘ “One of the leading fac- 
tors which contmbuted to 
‘hast year's low production 
‘figure was the toppling of-a 
‘-large number of banana 
lants during the middle of 
‘fhe year, as a result of high 
hwinds.”’ 
* ‘*Nutritional problems, 
associated with the lack of 
fertiliser in the early part 
of the year, mean that the 





root systems of banana 
plants were so poor, that 
they were susceptible to 
wind damage”’ the associa- 
tion added 

The association said be 
cause of the low price for 
bananas very early in 1982, 


many farmers had aban- 
doned their fields and re- 
turned about the middle of 
the year, when the price im- 
proved. 

“This situation, along 
with poor husbandry prac- 
tices, which contributed to 
a reduction in the market- 
able yields, were also re- 
sponsible for the low 
production figure’ said the 
association. 


DBGA said it expected 
the 1983 crop to yield 30,000 
long tons. 

Bananas account for 90 
er cent of the island's 
oreign exchange earnings. 

The assocaition said 
“there is the feeling that 
the low value of the Bntish 

und, in relation to the 

Inited States dollar, will 
affect the price that 
Dominica and other 
Windward Islands will get 
for their bananas.’ 














BANANA EXPORTS REGISTER POOR SHOWING FOR 


C 2 
NI 


. VweoTgzes, 


Grenada, 


“Mr, Isaac told CANA that 
during last year banana exports 
trom Grenada continued to de- 
cline, with shipments to Bntain 
roralling 9,835 tonnes compared 
with 11,201 toones tn 1981. 


Mr Isaac said the banana industry 
stood to benetit from the 20.3 million 
© dollar one E.C. dollar 33 cents 
S cocoa rehabilitanon project, since 
bananas are usually grown by farmers in 
rhe country as a form of protectioa for 
cocoa plants and as sack this would 
result in an increase in acreage. 
He also commented on the problem 
Moko disease which broke out here 
1978 forcing banana officials to 
teclear some growing areas a illegal tor 
antine banana within a two-year pefi- 
od 
s M 
He said production declined despite 
he fact that the average price paid [oO 
the GBCS in 1982 tor bananas was 40 5 
EC. cents, which 1s above the 37.3 EA 
cents received in the previous year. 


Feb 4 (CAN 


8 


)--The important banana 
had one of its worst years in 1982 according to the 
of the Grenada Banana Cooperative Society 


1982 
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The GBCS Manager was, however, 
optimistic that 1983 could be a berter 
vear tor Grenadas banana farmers, De- 
cause of a number ct! recent devel- 
opments in the industry. These include 
improvement in feeder roads by govern- 
ment, and the launching of the Canaci- 
an Government — assisted 
rehabilitation project 


COCOa 


He blamed the decline in production 
on a number of factors including th 
lack of confidence by farmers in Danana 
as a reliable source of income, the high 
cost of inputs, scarcity of farm labour 
and fluctuations overseas in the green 
market price fer bananas. 


GRENADA 


General Manage 
(GBCS) Anthony Isaac. 











GOVERNME 


Wie 
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CADWEDe ACATNG 
FARMERS AGAINS] 


wa RN S 


ST GEORGE'S Tues. . (Cana): 
THE executive secretary of the 


‘Grenada Cocoa Association (GCA), 


Norbert Amoid, has warned farmers 
here against becoming invoived in 
illegal pracnices and the severe pun- 
ishments which could be bended cut 
to them 

The os following recent re 
ports that the association, after 
purchasing a bag of cocoa from a 
farmer, discovered that among its 
contegt was a 26-pound stone. 

Mr Arnold told Grenadian farmers 
they should desist from such prac- 
tices because this was dishearten- 
ing to the industry. He said the 
association would use the arm of the 
law to secute farmers caught in 
these illegal acts 

He said that among the measures 
which could be taken by the GCA 
were the seizure of cocoa which 
these ‘farmers intended to sell as 
well as the suspension of their cards 
fo-seil cocoa to the association. 


ee 


[LLEGAL 


Try Y ‘Tr. oa ‘TYAN ’ . ial ‘ 5] 
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PRACTICES 


The GCA executive secretary also 
disclosed that the association was 
abie to control, to a great extent, 
the problem of praedial larceny in 
the industry and attributed this to 
the vigilance of employees at buying 
points who have been able to detect 
persons seiling stolen cocoa. 

The senior Grenada cocoa official 
stated that another factor respons- 
ible for the decline of praedia: lar- 
ceny of cocoa was the move by the 
associatian to set up what he re- 
ferred to as ‘‘cocoa policing’ which 
involved the training by the GCA to 
identify persons selling stolen prod- 
ucts. 

The problem, Mr Arnoid said, was 
also being given serious con- 
sideration 
tionary Government which was in 
the process of taking steps to es- 
tablish a praedial larceny commit- 
tee which would be responsible for 
the trial of persons involved in the 
theft of cocoa. 


y the People’s Revolu- 


GRENADA 
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COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


BRIEFS 


CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PUBLICATION--St. George's, Grenada, Tuesday (CANA)--The 
private sector in Grenada will next week resume publication of its monthly 
newsletter, which has been forced off the streets since the Peoples 
Revolutionary Government (PRG) passed its Newspaper (Publications) Law 

in 1981. This was disclosed by Richard Menezes, the president of the 
Grenada Chamber of Industry and Commerce, which is the leading private 
sector organisation in the country. Mr. Menezes s. ‘d that the chamber, 
which in the past had often approached the left-leaning Grenada Government 
of Maurice Bishop for permission to publish the bulletin, was finally given 
the go-head last year to resume publication. He said the chamber needed to 
publish the monthly newsletter because it was the only means by which it 
could keep its members up-to-date on trade matters, as well as other issues 
which are of importance to the private sector. He also said that the chamber 
was short of finance to publish the bulletin and had approached the Canada- 
Latin American Association through the Barbados-based Caribbean Association 
of Industry and Commerce (CAIC) for financial assistance. [Text] 
[Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 26 Jan 83 p 12] 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


PUBLIC, CIVIL SERVICE UNIONS REJECT GOVERNMENT WAGE OFFER 
Wage, Benefits Provisions 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 31 Jan 83 pl 


[Text ] 





The unions répresenting Onionised workers in the 
public sector haye rejected the Government's offer on 
their, clams tor improvements in wages and tnnge 
* benefirs. | 

The unions including the BITU, NWU, TUC, 
JUPOPE and JALGO met the Minister ot Labour and 
the Public Service, the Hon. J. A. G. Smith, at the 
Public Service Ministry, New Kingston, on Thursday 
atrernoon. 


¢ 


The Gleaner has learnt thar an offer of 26 per . 


cent increase in wages over the two years that the 


agreement is expected to last tor, with 12"2 per cent 


being paid in year one and the rest in year two of the 
agreement, was offered by the, Minister, but thar this 
was rejected. 

The Minister also offered a 50 per cent increase on 


travelling allowance, 50 per cent increase on housing 
allowance, 100 per cent increase on subsistence and a 
100 per cent increase on supper were also offered. 

The Gleaner also understands that borh the 
Minister and the umons agreed that the wage part ot 
the package ottered by the Government was “smail,” 
but the Minister said thar the Government was trving to 
do the best it could do with whar it had available. 

Ir is also understood that the total amount made 
available by the Government tor tunding the tirst vear 
of the agreement is $95 million. However, in an address 
to the Rotary Club luncheon at the Jamaica Pegasus 
Horel, New Kingston, on Thursday, the Minister said 
that the clarms made by the vanous unions, including 
the Jamaica Civil Service Association, ranged trom $269 
million to $164 million for the first year. 


JCSA-Ministry Talks 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 1 Feb 83 pp 1, 12 


[Text ] The Jamaica Civil Service Association’ - 
JCSA) yesterday turned down an offer . 
trom the Government of a 26 per cent . 

‘pay merease over two yea commenc- : 
ingin April. - rn 
"The JCSA’s action which was taken © 
at a: meoting with Minister of Labour. - 
and the ~ Public Service, the Hon. | 
J.A.G.Smith, at the Ministry of the — 
Public Service, followed the, rejection of 
the same offer made to the unions in 
the public sector by she Minister on. 
Thursday. | ; 

The Government's offer is for a 26 
per tent pay mse over swo years from 
Apni first chis year. The increase would | 
be divided into a 12% per cent increase 


90 


from this year and the rest of the 
increase coming from April |, 1984. The 
contract would expire at the end of 
March 1985. 

In addition, the civil servants were 
offered a 50 per cent increase on travel- 
ling allowance, 50 per cent increase on 
housing allowance, a 100 per cent in- 
crease on subsistence and a 100 per cent 
increase on supper. The offer would 
cost the Government $95 million in the 
first. year, bur claims made by the 
unions would cost as much as $269 
million for the tisst year. 

In a release on the meeting last night 
the JCSA said that it had intormed the 
Minister that it regretted that a week 











CSO: 


after the first meeting with the Minister, 
the Government's otter was basically 
the same as it was then when it was 
unreservedly rejected by the association. 
The JCSA said that negotiations must 
be looked at against the background of 
the sixeweek time frame it was man- 
dated by the special general meeting on 
January 11, to conclude the negotia- 
tons. 
Mr. Smith is :g meet the JCSA's 
representatives again on Friday, Feb- 
ruary 11, to continue negotiations on 
the clams, and he will meet the unions , 
including the BITU, NWU, ‘TUC, JAL- 
GO and JUPOPP again on February 10. 
The Mumistry is also setting dates: for 
meetings with other groups in the public 
sector.’ It is expected that a similar , 
“model” for improvements in. wages 
and trnge benefits will be offered te 
these other groups. es 
IN OTHER RELATED LA&BOU 
‘ DISPUTES, soldiers are snil manning 
the water supply system in Westmoreg? 
land, where the Pansh Council’s.water! 
workers have been 6n stnke since 
Wednesday. The workers, are seéki 4 
payment from the Cowncil for domes = 
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supplies, such as soup and roiler paper 
which were were not given tu them lase™ 

Moa 
vear. 

A meetmg was held at the Ministry, 
of Labour on Friday in an artempr two 
settle the strike, but no agreement was 
reached between the workers ° 


rep. 

resented by JALGO and the Counc)! as 
However, the soldiers @re mo longer 

manning the Butt Bay tire station, as th? 


‘firemen who went on stnke over a week 


ago resumed work on Saturday after an 
agreement at the Ministry of Labour. 
that the KSAG would appoint its Firg? 
Superintendent to examine the firemen’s 
claims agains: the Firé Supenntendem—- 
tor the parish. The firemen are demand- 
ing the removal of the Superintendent. .” > 
‘The strike at Canb Pipe Limited3o 
Spanish Town, St. Catherineys ‘still in: 
progress and the Ministry of Labour i> 
to reter the dwpute to the Industnal - 
Disputes Tnbunal today for settlement. 
The strike began January 18, follow- | 
ing a breakdown of talks over pay 
increases. Some 100 production workers. 
and 20 clerical and supervisory workers,’ 
fepresented by the NWU and UCASE, = 
respectively, are involved, ‘- 


—- nt 











COUNTRY SECTION 


JAMAICA 


REGISTRATION OF VOTERS SET FOR SECOND QUARTER OF 1983 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 31 Jan 83 p l 


[Text ] 


A new registration ot voters which wall involve the 
issuing of identity cards wah photographs is ro com- 
mence in the next quarter of the current year, the 
Minister ot Labour and the Public Service, Hon. J. A. 
G. Smith, told Kingston Rorarians at the Jamaica 
Pegasus Horel, New Kingston, on Thursday. 


Mr. Smith said the cameras and film have already : 


arnved im the island, the Advisory Committee on 
National Registration 1s expected to hand in a report by 
February and later this year a bill ts expected to be 
‘tabled in Parliament dealing with the matter. 

Mr. Smith said that the new registration dnve 
would commence in the second quarter of the year. 
This would coincide with the new Financial Year which 
commences ‘on April |. 

The Advisory Committee on the National Registra-. 
tion System was launched in September 1982 and is 
headed by Professor Gladstone Mills. The committee 
was launched following agreement between the Gov- 


ernment and the Opposition on the issuing of identifica. 


tion cards with photographs, pnmarily for electoral 
purposes. 

IN AN INTERVIEW with the Gleaner last year, 
Mr. Smith sa:d the svstem would cost some $13-million 
in the initial phase ot which some $7-million in toreign 
exchange was neeced. 

The tirst stage of the programme is expected to 
involve registering all Jamaicans trom 18 years up. It is 


expected that all Jamaicans who are IS years and — 
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upwards’ would be registered as soon as possible 
afterwards with the objective of registering all Jamaican 
nationals. - . 

Identification cards issued under the new system 
can be used for day to day purposes as well as for’ 
voting in elections. ‘ 

Earlier this month, Mr. Smith visited Costa Rica 
where.he had discussions with members of the Supreme 
Electoral Tribunal which has responsibility for elections 
and national registration there. P 

Mr. Smith said that a umique feature of the C&sta 
Rican registration system is that the registration ot 
births, deaths, marriages and divorces are all part of the 
responsibility of the Supreme Electora! Tribunal and 
the otfices were all housed in the same building. This 
system, he said, lent itself to greater etficiency in that 
verifications may be done quite easily. 

He said too thar the case of the Costa Rican 
system giving each person a national registration num- 
ber at birth, which is retained until death, was one 
which could be explored in Jamaica. 

During his visit to Costa Rica, the Minister also 
met that country’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr. 
Fernando Volio Jimenez. He was accompanied on the 
tnp by Professor Mills, Mr. Noel Lee, Director of 
Elections, and Miss Millicent Rickman, Director of 
Parliamentary Affairs in the Ministry of the Public 
Service. 














COUNTRY SECTION 


JAMAICA 


GOVERNMENT REVIEWS PROGRESS OF NEW ECONOMIC MEASURES | 


Implementation Timetable 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 22 Jan 83 p 1 


[Text ] 


A review of the implementation of the new economic measures introduced 


by the Government on January 4 was carried out yesterday and indicated that 
the time-table was "proceeding according to schedule." 


“A news reT@asé from the Office of the Prime Ministér said’ that the ! 
Prime Minister, the Rt. Hon. Edward Seaga, held a meeting at Jamaica 


House with representatives of the Bank of Jamaica, 


the Ministry of 


Finance, the Ministry of Industry and Commerte, and the National 
Planning Agency to review the programme. A < 


Some. aspects of the time-table were 

: set out in the news release, as follows: 
@ The issuing of certificates to certi- 
. fied exporters, which is now underway, 
" will be completed by Friday, January 28. 
‘+ @ The list of Informal Commercial 
Importers (higglers) 1s now being proc- 


‘ essed by the Revenué Board and will be. 


‘completed by January 28; following 
_ which quotas will be allocated to them 

_ as trom February 1. 

“Further details concerning this will 
be announced in the press within the 
next few days, and in the meanwhile 
intormation booklets expiaining the 
new regulations and listing restmcted 
items are being prepared by the Revenue 
Board and will be readv for distribution 
to the ICI’s by January 27,” the news 

. release said. 

@ Import qyotas for individual hotels 
are now being finalised. The allocations 
of quotas for the manufacturing sector 

> are underway and it is expected that 

those for all other sectors will be com- 

pleted by February 4. 

* @ The new currency exchange 

: booths at the international airports will, 

' aS previously announced, be in place 


- ~ae 


and fully functional by February 1. 


» “There area few areas concerning 


the new measssres announced in which 
further dicussions will be taking place, 
including the application of parallel 
market rates to treight charges and the 
treatment of suppliers” credits. 

“With regard to the latter, the Prime 
Minister has asked the Bank of Jamaica 
to meet with the Jamaica Manufacturers 
Association and the commercial banks 
ta clanty areas of mrsunderstanding,” 
the news release said. 

The Pnme Minister explained that 
the reason that Customs duties are to be 
charged at the parallel rate tor goods ony. 
the wharves bur nor cleared before 
January 10 1s because these goods will 
obviously be sold based on parallel rate 
costs. 

The result of any lowenng of the 
Customs duties to the official rate 
would consequently give windtall prof- 
its 10 the importer of such goods, 

The duty chargeable on goods im- 
ported at parallel market rates will be 
leased on the lowest exchange rate of 
the previous day's commercial bank 
transactions. 
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Definition of 


"Countertrade Value' 


Kingst no THE DAILY GLEANER in English 22 Jan 83 p l 


(Text ] 


Clanfication of the meaning of the term ‘coun- 
tertrade value’ used in connection ‘with recent barter 
agreements entered into by Jamaica was made yesterday 
by Mr. Hugh Hart, Chairman of Bauxite and Alumina 
Trading Company of Jamaica. 


A statement issued by Mr. Hart said: 

“Recent announcements of barter arrangements 
concluded by Bauxite and Alumina Trading Company 
of Jamaica Limited (BATCO) made it apparent that the 
reterence to ‘countertrade value’ is being misunder- 
stood. We would therttore like to clanfy the meaning 
of the term tor the benefit of interested parties. 


“One stipulation of BATCO in any countertrade 
arrangement is that the bauxite or alumina-sale muss be 
incremental to Jamaica; ie. the sale muse not displace 
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an7existing supply arrangement for Jamaica bauxite or 
alumina. This then creates new foreign exchange reve- 
nue which, bur for the countertrade arrangement,- 


‘ Jamajca would not otherwise have earned. Our of this 


new revenue can, be allocated the foreign exchange 
necessary to purchase goods deemed to be essenual or 
worthwhile to the country. 

“The amount to be allocated tor the purchase ot 
such goods 1s arnved at taking into account the toreigh 
exchange costs ingurred in mining or production: as the 
case may be, the pnce paid for the bauxite or alumina, 
and the quality purchased. It 1s this allocated amount 
which ‘is referred to as the countertrade value of an 
agreement, and which should not be confused with the 
total value of the bauxite or alumina to be purchased 
under the agreement.” 








COUNTRY SECTION 


JAMAICA 


MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION GETS FUNDS FOR SPECIAL IMPORTS 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 22 Jan 83 pp 1, 16 


[Text ]} 


CSO: 


A quota valued at U.S.’ $10Jmillion’ 
has been given to the Jamaica Manutac- | 


turers’ Association by the Minister of$ 


— - Commerce for the impor- : 
ation of raw material 
goods for manufacturers. a = 
Announciagabieyesenday, the Presi-; 
dent of the J.M.A., Mr. R. Anthony 
Willams, said this allocation will permit 
the Association “ro in¢rease the cost- 
saving benefits through the Associa- 
tion's bulk-purchasing activities,” These 
cost savings for the most part will be 
passed on to manufacturers who qualify 
tor part of the allocation. 
_ “The J.M.A. expresses its gratitude 
tor the prompt and positive response of 
the- Minister of Industry and Commerce 
tO its request for a quota. The Associa- 
tron hopes that further positive re- 
sponses are forthcoming from 
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Government in respect -of proposals 
made concerning the new economic 
aieasures, a news release said. 
As a means of encouraging further 
‘discussions and proposals from the 
members of the manufacturing commu- 
nity, the Jamaica Manufacturers’ Asso- 
ciauon will be conducting = an 
examination of the new economic mea- 
sures on January 24, commencing at 
1:30 p.m., at the Jamaica Pegasus Hotel. 
Participants will include Dr. Owen 
Jefferson, Deputy Governor, Bank ot 
Jamaica; Dr. Headley Brown, Head of 
the National Planning Agency; Mr. Er- 
nest Wynter, Acting Collector General; 
‘Mr. Samford Maier, Vice-President of 
Citibank; Mr. Ed McKie, Trade Admin- 
istrator, and Mr. John Gooden, Manag- 
ing Director of Jamaica Export Credit 
Insurance Corporation. 








COUNTRY SECTION 


JAMAICA 


EXPORTS TO CANADA DOUBLED IN 1982, TO $20 MILLION 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 5 Feb 83 p 2 


[Text ] 


TORONTO, Feb. 4 (Special to the Gleaner): 
Jamaica’s exports to Canada, in the fisst 
eleven months of 1982 were almost double value 
over that of Canada’s exports to Jamaica over the 
same penod. . 
Further, the 11 month figure for 1982 is more than 
Can.$20 million, up sharply over the record-breaking 
full year figure for 1981. a 
The latest audited figures released by Sgatistics 
Canada — the official information-gathering arm of the 
Canadian Government —show that in the 11 month 
penod of 1982 Jamaica enjoyed Can.$58.9 million 
favourable balance of trade. In that period, Jamaica 
sold Canada goods and services worth Can.$120:1 
million, while Canadian exports to Jamaica totalled 
Can.$61.2 million. ae: 
For the full year of 1981, Jamaica sold Canada 
goods and services worth Can.$97.5 million — ~a 
record-setting figure at the tme; while Canadian ex- 
ports to Jamaica were worth Can.$80.6 million. in that 
year, Jamaica had a favourable balance of trade figure 
ot Can.$16.9 million. =. 
“The December, 1982, trade figures have noe yet 
been released, but it seems probable that when the full 
year's totals are computed it will be found that Jamaica 
sold to Canada around twice as much as was bought 
from Canada dunng the year”, said Mr. Danny J. 
Powell, Jamaioa’s Trade Commissioner to Canada..  _ 
“Most traditional exports have held their oWn very 
well overall, and there has been excelient progress with 


many of our non-traditional exports”. —— 
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DESPITE THE GENERAL -DEPRESSED North 
American market for alumina, the 11 month period of 
1982 showed an increase over the whole year period of 
1981. -- + 

In 1981, the value of Jamaican alumina exports to 
Canada was Can.$85 million. In the first 11 months of 
1982, the value was Can.$108.9 million. - 

The following table shows the state of Jamaica- 
/Canada trade, from January to November 1982, 


‘expressed in Canadian dollars million. 








MONTH Canadian Jamaica " BALANCE 

Exports Exports 

to Jamaica to Canada 
January 55 9.4 1 3.9 
February 37 26.4 - 22.7 
March 11.2 6.1 - 5.1 
Aoril 53 11.0 | 5.7 
May 49 129 =~. 1 8.0 
June 5.6 115 159 
July 51 99 r 48 
August 25 12.9 J10.4 
September 7.1 1.0 - 6f 
October 58 14.4 | 8.6 
November 45 46 1 O15 
TOTAL 61.2 120.1 1589 , 








COUNTRY SECTION 





JAMAICA 


VAZ SCORES TALK OF QUOTAS FOR CARICOM IMPORTS 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 24 Jan 83 p 2 


[Text] 


CSO: 


The Hon. Douglas Vaz, Minister of 
Industry and Commerce, has said that 
talk of quotas being established for CAR- 
ICOM imports cannot be entertained as 
this would breach the CARICOM 
Agreement by which quotas are forbid- 
den. 

In a statement on Fnday, Mr. Vaz said 
Jamaican importers would have a global quota 
to use as they see fit, and CARICOM export- 
ers would have to see ro their competitiveness, 
merchandising and marketing aggressiveness to 
ensure that they get their fair share. 

Mr. Vaz was clarifying What he called 
“certain misconceptions” concerning CARI- 
COM trade which, he said, have been in 
circulation and needed to be dispelled. 

“As far as Jamaican exporters to Caricon 
are concerned, there 1s no basic change. 
Approved exporters will derive funds from the 
Export Development Fund (EDF) at the same 
rate of exchange —(the official rate)— as they 
have been accustomed to. The proceeds of 


their export sales will continue to be the 
official rate, and not the parallel market rare, 
hence no advantage will have been gained,” he 


sad. Foreign | 
exchange . : 


On foreign exchange retention, Mr. Vaz said; 
Jamawan. exporters to CARICOM would not 
enjoy the 50 per cent retention of foreign 
exchange proceeds being extended to third- 
country exporters. He said that this was done 
deliberately so as not to put the Jamaican 
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exporter at an unfair advantage over his 
CARICOM competitor. | 

Admitting that the Jamaican exporter 
would be at a slight disadvantage vis a vis his. 
former status of getting all raw matenals on 
the officially funded rate, Mr. Vaz said that 
most Jamaican producers for the local do- 
mestic market would have to purchase a large 
part of their raw matenals, spare parts and 
capital goods on the parallel market. 

“Payments of duties and taxes at the pre- 
vailing parallel marker rate will affect both 

_ — 


Jamaican and CARICOM producers,” the 
Minister declared. 
Abuses 
limited 
Mr. Vaz said the Jamaican government had no 
intention of inhibiting or creating barners 
against trade with CARICOM. 

“To the contrary, we have in fact acceded 
to removal of the two barriers which have 
long: been sought by our major CARICOM 
partners,” he said, listing these as the removal 
of quantitative restrictions and the virtual 
dismantling of the import licensing system. 

The conditions for CARICOM trade have 
not changed to adversely affect CARICOM 
participants, he said adding that by formalising 
the parallel market, the jamaican market 
could be expanded for Jamaican as well as 
CARICOM producers since the curtailment of 
no-fund and retained accounts regimes would 
limit licensing abuses and illicit importation, 
thus reducing the barrage of third-country 
imported non-essential goods. — 








COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


MINISTER DISCUSSES STRATEGY TO IMPROVE FOOD PRODUCTION 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 5 Feb 83 p 7 


[Text] The Government is adopting a strategy to deal with the downturn in 
domestic food crop production. The strategy is to be based on a "Scientific 
approach" to production and marketing and will include increased availability 
of credit to farmers who have no form of security acceptable to the 
recognised banking institution, 


The possibility of offering subsidies on 
fertilizers to farmers is also being consid- 











ered. 
These announce- 


ments were made on 
Wednesday by Dr. 
Percival Broderick, 
Minister of Agricul- 
ture, as he gave the 
main address at the 
ceremony launching 
Farmers’ Month at 
the Guys Hill Com- 
munity Centre, St. 
Catherine. 


Dr. Broderick said 
that it was well known 
that production of do- 
mestic crops declined lasr 
vear and he said he had 
regularly given his views 
as to why there had been 
a 19%» decline last year. 

The Agriculture Muin- 
ister said that an analysis 
has been done ot 56 
crops which are grown 
sland-wide’ He said the 
analvsis had taken into 
consideration the tradi- 
tional areas of production 
and compared them with 
areas which are now un- 
der production. The level 


of production needed to 
Sausfy existing markets 
“and acreages needed to 
realise these production 


levels have a'so been 
identified. The analysis 
had become even more 
detailed, he said, with 
particular land authonties 
being set individual pro- 
duction targets in differ- 
ent crops. 

He said this was a 
“scienufic approach” to 
production and marketing 
and would allow forecasts 
of production levels to be 
made and would help the 
Ministry of Agnculture to 
arnve at an “inputs bud- 
get.” The identification of 
markets and production 
areas would also allow an 
assessment of the con- 
straints of achieving the 
targets set, Dr. Broderick 
said. | 

He said that farm- 
ers suffered greatly be- 
cause of the lack of 
farming materials and 
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mentioned yams, plain- 
tain, bananas and pine- 
apples as_ crops 
particulary affected by 
the shortage of plant- 
ing materials. He said 
that a Ministry of Agri- 
culture team led by Mr. 
Brascoe Lee, Parlia- 
meatary Secretary, will 
be visiting Israel short- 
ly to have discussions 
with an Israeli firm 
which supplies plant- 
ing materials and 
which has “interests in 
operating here.” Dr. 
Broderick said that the 
planting materials was 


‘mecessary if a “massive 


assault” on produetion 
is to take place. 


Dr. Brodenck said 
that the establishment of 
the Agneultural Credit 
Bank (ACB) was com- 
mendable. He said that 
money was expensive so 
the 12% interest rate now 
being charged by the 
bank is “not bad.” He 








CSO: 


said that since the open: 
ing ot ot the ACB $1.7 
million has been dis- 
bursed and over $2 mil 
lion sidentitied tor 
disbursement. 

Dr Broderick = said 
that though this was com- 
mendable there are still a 
vast number of tarmers 
who cannot qualify for a 
loan or cannot get access 
to the tormal banking 
system. his was because 
many of them had ac- 
quired land in “pecuhar 
wavs’ and who “cannot 
be accomodated in a 
taithtul credie system.” 
He said that because of 
the inability of these 
farmers to offer docu- 
menration to banks rhey 
could not get credit and 
their production sutfered. 


PRIORITY 
TREATMENT 


Dr. Broderick said 
that these farmers will 
be given priority treat- 
ment in the allocation 
of subsidies for plant- 
ing, land preparation, 
and buildings provided 
by the Ministry of Ag- 
riculmre. He said that 
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it was only fair that 


these farmers have ac- 
cess to some tunds s0 


as to be able to attempt 
to increase their pro 
duction. 


Dr. Broderick said he 
was “relatively assured of 
a level of subsidy tor 
fertilizer that will encour- 
age farmers into irs use.” 
He said that no matter 
how organised a market- 
ing system ts established 
or what incentives were 
offered to exporters, Ja- 
maican farmers could not 
effectively compete with 
other farmers in the inter- 
national market if the 
high cost of fertilizers 
continued to prevent 
them from making proper 
use of fertilizers. 


J.A.S. CON- 
GRATULATED 


Dr. Broderick con- 
gratulated the Jamaica 
Agricultural Society 

AS) for organising 
armers’ Month and 
for the support it had 
given to farmers since 
its establishment 88 
years. However, he 
said that there were 
new areas in which the 
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JAS could concentrate 
its efforts in attempt- 
ing to help farmers. 


The JAS President, 
Mr. Courtney Fletcher, in 
addressing tarmers betore 
the launching, said that 
Farmers’ Month which 1s 
being = cel@brared this 
month should “mark the 
beginning of a massive 
assault on our agncultural 
problems,’ and would al- 
low farmers to renew 
their spints. 

Farmers’ Month ‘83 1s 
the second in a_ senes 
organised by the JAS to 
focus attention on the 
farming community. Cele- 
brations of Farmers 
Month continue next 
week with a Naronal 
Thanksgiving and Reli- 
gious Service on Sunday, 
February 6, at the Boule- 
vard Baptist Church, St. 
Andrew. 

Another highlight of 
the celebrations wii! be a 
tour of the National 
Champion Farmer's hold- 
ings by Dr. Brodenck and 
representatives of the 
Board of the JAS, next 
week Fnday. 








COUNTRY SECTION 


JAMAICA 


ECONOMIST SEES NEED FOR ADDITIONAL FOREIGN EXCHANGE 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 2 Feb 82 p 3 


(Text ] 


Jamaica wil! have to find a way to earn an extra $400- 
$500 million in toreign exchange over the next couple 
of years, as the financing provided by the International 
Monetary Fund dries up, said one member of the 
Gleaner’s Brain trust at their breakfast meeting on 
January 18. 

Avcording to the member the “real” problem that 
concerms Jamaica is, that within a year some U.S.$400- 
$500 million of foreign exchange earnings will fall 
away. 

The member said: “The fact is that the (IMF) 
Fund, unless miracle happens, will not have the re- 
sources to deal with the problems which face it. 
Jamaica 1s very lucky, that we have been able to extract 
from them the maximum amount that we can. 

The fact ts that the Donor Countries are not going 


to live with it forever. | mean, anybody that expects a: 


level of assistance from Donor Countries of the order 
of three to four hundred million, excluding (for exam- 
ple) the Mexican oil arrangement, forever, 1s out of his 


mind. 
Gap to be filled 


The result 1s thar we have a gap which has to be 
filled in the medium term and must be supported by 
programmes which push our export business into larger 
markets. And, one of the things that worries me, is the 
fact thar for a nurnber of years we have had to focus on 
three million peoplejin CARICOM), whereas in North 


Amenca you have some 20 odd million in Canada, 
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nearly 280 million in the U.S.A. and 250 million in 
Europe. 

I apprecidte the problem that we have had with 
CARICOM where in fact, I don’t think, and this is my 
own personal view, that we have created a monster 
which wul disturb the present CARICOM relanonships. 
Because, all that it has done is to maintain the compet- 
itiveness between CARICOM imports and Jamaica's 
domestic production, and also CARICOM imports and 
third country imports to Jamaica. If we had done it any 
other way, we would be giving them a competitive 
edge.” 

He said that the third country markets were 
where the country would have to earn some $300 
million over the next two to three years. The 
expectation was that there would be an upturn in 
the bauxite/alumina sector between 1984 and 
1985, and the projection is that the country should 
get back to about 13 million tons by 1985 and 14- 
15 million tons by 1986. 

He said that the upturn in the bauxite /alumina 
industry could, depending on the pnces of pnmary 
aluminum, produce another $250 million. So $300 
million of the required extra foreign exchange needs 
would have to come from exports, and this could not 
be provided by the CARICOM market. 


He said that any retaliatory action from CARI- 
COM trading partners would have to be dealt with at 
the level of the CARICOM regime. 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY SHOWS 29-PERCENT GROWTH IN '82 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 31 Jan 83 p 1 





[Text ] 


THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY grew 
by about 29 per cent last vear, almost ten umes 
the rate of growth, of any other sector in the 


economy, except for the financial secre. 
Thir was disclosed Friday night by the president of 


the Incorporated Masterbuilders Association of Jamai- . 


ca, Mr. Richard A. Lake, at the Association's annual 
dinner at the Jamaica Pegasus Horel, New.Kingston. 


A review of some of the growth statistics of 1982 — 


gave a clear insight as to the rate of improvement in the 
industry, Mr. Lake said. Cemenr production moved 
trom 180,000 tons in 1981 to 270,000 in 1982, an increase 
ot SO per cent; steel moved trom 11,975 rons in 1981 to 
20,000 tons in 1982, a 67 per cent increase; lumber 
climbed trom 33.6 million board feet in 1981 to 38.3 
board teet in |982, an increase of |4 per cent. 

The industry last year employed 36,000 workers, 
an increase in employment of approximately 25 per 
cent over the previous year. 

Bur, Mr. Lake said, the performance in 1982 when 
discounted tor inflation was less than the performance 
ot the industry in 1972, ren years before. 

“We also produced less cement ih 1982 than in 
1972, less steel and tewer jobs were created. In real 
terms, to have achieved the same performance in 1982, 
_as we did in 1972, the industry would have had to grow 
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in 1982 by over 200 per cent.Theretore, the impressive 
pertormance of the industry in 1982 indicares primanly 
haw badly off we were and the tremendous capacity for 
growth which stl] exists within the industry.” Mr. 
Lake said. 

One of the most important factors contnburing to 
the growth in the sector was “the vast improvement in 


the availability of building matenals,” he said. , 


The value of cement distnbuted by the Association 
to members was abour $9 million, an increase of 300 
per cent over the previous year. 


Mr. Lake said that the industry's foreign exchange 
allocation was increased by 20 per cent, and while this 
was pnmanily in no funds licences, US $15 million was 
made available through the rehabilitation fund. 


Stating that contractors welcomed. the decision by 
the government to remove certain building: materials 
from the restricted list of imports, Mr. Lake said thar 
“however, without the stated rationale behind removing 
these items, we are left to wonder why several still 
femain on the list. We urge the Government to 


commence early discussions with the Masterbuilders 


Association and the Jamaica Manufaéturers Associatfon 
towards establishing a time-table for removing all the 
other building materials from the restricted list.” 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


riVTg,Tr "ANIT OCT CYNcC CAL r Cc 
HIT CANEFIELDS; FARMER: 


morpre?r 
CRITICI 


Ganja Growers Under Suspicion 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 29 Jan 83 p 6 


[Text ] 


These facts were 


disclosed to the 
FARMERS’ WEEK- 
LY on Wednesday, 
by Mr. Astill 


Sangster, the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary in 
the Ministry of Agri- 
culture, who has. re- 
sponsibility for the 
sugar industry. 

On Thursday, january 
20, while addyessing the 
annual general meering ot 
the Hampden (ane Farm. 
ers Assouianon ar Re 
Hampden ( Inb, 
frelawns, Str Sangster 
condemned those respon. 
Ste tor rhe wanton set 
Ting of fire TO sugar Canc 


feds. He called upon 


SPOr's 


THE WANTON SETTING OF 


FIRE TO 
FIELDS in 


SUGAR CANE 
the Frome, 


West- 


fioreland, area which destroyed 
700 acres of sugar cane, could 
result in a shortfall of 1,700 tons 
of sugar out of the (preliminary) 
estimate of 219,410 tons for the 


1982/83 crop 


year, 


and could 


represent a loss of over $900,000 


to cane farmers. 


farmers to guard 
against “those who 
would seek to burn out. 
the sugar industry.” , 

He said thet ter the 
tirst seventeen days of the 
crop at Frome, 68 silicir 


tires had been ser. 38 on 
rhe estate and ten on 
priyate farms, with about 
“) acres of cane being 
burnt. Some of the cane 
burnt were not tully ma- 
tured, Mr. Sangster point- 


‘ ed gut, and observed thar 


although some of the 
cane had been salvaged 
and processed, the poer 
juice quality due to srale- 
ness etc., Meant consider- 
able loss. 
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WORK OF 
GANJA _ 
FARMERS? 


At the same fime a sugar 
industry spokesman said he was 
sure that what was happenmg 
in Westmoreland was the work 
of saboteurs sed ganja fermers 
whose 60 acres of ganja call 
vation. were destroyed by the 
Police in operations between 
Octewer 19 and October 21. 


‘NO GANJA. 
NO CANE’ 


He recalled a report 
appearing in the STAR 


on October 23, 1982. 
which stated: ‘Some 
Westmoreland = ganja 


ZE FACTORIES 


JAMAICA 


farmers have sworn 
vengeance against the 
Government's plan to 
destroy ganja, and have 
reportedly adopted as 
their motto: "NO GAN.- 
JA. NO CANE. * 

The ston went on to 
say that a Vole source 
told they STAR thar re- 
ports were made bs tne 
West Indies Sugar Com- 
panv at Frome, the day 
betore, thar sugar canes 
“are now being malicious- 
ly burnt.” 

Im the meantime 12.285 
toms of sugar were pro- 
dueed up to 6 a.m. on 
Wednesday. by the five 
facteries now milling 
cane. Frome. the first 
factory to commence 














operations for the cur- 
rent crop, had  pro- 
duced 8,661 tons sugar 
from 91,950 tons of 
cane at a TC/TS ratio 
of 10.62. Appleton the 
second factory to com- 
mence operations pro- 


Kingston THE DAILY 


{Text ] 


Because Jamaica's sugar 
factones are “in the worst 
possible stare of inefficien- 
cy,” cane farmers have lost 
carnings despite increased 
production and delivery of 
canes with improved juice 
quality dumng the 1982 
crop.This was stated by 
the vice-chairman of the 
All-Island JamaicaCane 
Farmers’ Association, Mr. 
Ken Haughton, in addres- 
sing the annual general- 
meeting of the Hampden 
Cane Farmers’ Association 
at the Hampden Sports- 
Clubrecently. 


“The 1982 sugar crop; 
has been the worst fo 
many years, despite _the} 


CSO: 3298/360 


“duced 1,680 tons sugar 
et TC/TS 9.07 from 
15,223 tons cane up to 
Wednesday morning. 


Worthy Park which 
has a record of being the 


most etfwment: sugar pro- 
ducer had mrlled 4,559 
Address by 


“tons of vane TO produce 
S38 tons sugar ar 4 
TC TS rauo ot 8.45. 

The average TC 
tor the 12.285 tons sugar 
produced by the tive tac 
tones was 10.52. 


, 
i) 


Farm Leader 


GLEANER in English 2 Feb 83 p 14 


farmers’ response tothe 
call for increased produc- 
tion amd although more: 
canes were produced by 
the farmers”, Mr Haugh- 
ton said. As a result, the 
amount of sugar produced 
did not compare with the 
farmers’ efforts, because 
the factones were “in the' 
worst possible state of in- 
efficiency. For this ceason, 
farmers were made to suf- 
ter loss of come for their 
produce although they had 
done what they were asked 
to do,” he said. . 
However,he said, mon- 
ey had been made avail- 
able by the Government 


for the specific purpose of 


_Puttng the tactories in bet- 


103 


‘ter shape, “and we are” 


expecting that with peace 
and calm in the industry, 
thé farmers income will be 
increased. Mr. Haughton 
said chat under the system 
mtroduced by the Agricul- 
tural Credit Bank, trans- 
port cost would be 
deducted from the pro- 
ceeds of their cane sales, 
and the rest of the money 
would go to tbe bank. 

The inhibiting factor. 
ifor most farmers would be 
secunty, “since most farm- 
ers would not be able to 
produce land tities. The 


AIJCFA vice-chairman said . 


the association had recom-- 
mended the crop-lien sys- 


tem, and that the farmers. 


" Hampden which 
started milling on januan 
2). ss expected to pro- 
juce 11,000 tons of sugar 
for rhe current crop, from 
130.000 toms of cane. 


Last vear the tactor pro-. 


duced abour 10.500 rons 
Sugar. 


be given a one-year mora- 
tonum with two payments 
ot 50%. 


On the haulage of can- | 


es, Mr. Haughton said the 


association did not impor . 


‘any trucks in 1982 because 
of the lack of foreign ex- 
change; but 1: parts were 
available, the problem 
would be alleviated, as a 
survey done by the associa- 


tian had shown thar there , 


were 68 trucks in the 


Hampden area. This num- - 


ber would be more than 
adequate to take off the 


‘crop smoothly, he said, 


adding that the association 


would be doing its utmost 


to help. 








COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


PRICE CONTROL MECHANISMS SAID TO BE INOPERATIVE 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 25 Jan 83 p 12-A 


[Text] Esperanza Quinones holds up the money she has left in one hand; in the 
other is a bag half full of food. Her eyes are red and the pupils dilated; 
the veins in her neck stand out. A look of helplessness comes over her: 


"Can't anyone do anything?" 


She is a suburban woman coming from the market, but the same scene, with other 
actors, is repeated over and over in all the grocery stores and supermarkets 
in the metropolitan zone. By this Monday, milk, rice, eggs and sugar had 
virtually disappeared and other basic products are between 20 and 100 percent 
higher than they were at the beginning of the year. 


In the meantime, the powerlessness of the women is made known to the National 
Consumer Institute and the National Office of Consumer Affairs, where some 
1,200 requests for information arrive daily, along with 36,000 complaints and 
claims against price violators throughout the country. However, there is less 
ability to handle these complaints because with the reduced budget, programs 


have had to be eliminated. 


Prices, naturally higher than those registered at the end of the year by the 
Consumer Institute, now vary widely from zone to zone and business to business. 
For example, tomatoes cost 27.90 pesos a kilogram downtown, but 46, 48 and even 
54 pesos at stores, markets and the so-called "exchanges" in other areas. 


There is no control over this or other products in the basic market basket. 
Even at the various stores of the Government Basic Commodities Company, 
CONASUPO, there seems to be competition with the large grocery stores in 
selling at the same -- but not lower -- price, as was seen during spot visits. 


A number of housewives from various districts volunteered to help with the 
survey made by EXCELSIOR. Ten food products most in demand were chosen and 
the prices compared, first of all, between those in each business and area. 


Where medium-sized eggs were available or where prices were displayed on empty 
containers, the price varies between 57 and 05 pesos. In December, the average 
price was 52 pesos per kilogram, according to the price index of the former 


Office of Secretary of Commerce. 
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A piece of meat with the bone in, one of the most common cuts, could be pur- 
chased tor 113 pesos a kilogram. Now there are price variations even between 
butchershops on the same block! The price ranges from 119 to 136 and even 
165 pesos, if the shop is on the edge of the city. 


Retined salt in bags cannot be bought for under ll pesos, although the official 
price controlled by SECOFIN states that it should cost 5.40 pesos. Products 
such as soap vary from 0 to 100 percent, comparing the same brand and weight, 


from place to place, 
Lack of Control 


The National Consumer Institute confirms that variations in current prices 
are trom 20 to 100 percent. Furthermore, there are price increases of as much 


as 80 percent compared with 24 days previously. 


The daily survey which the Institute makes at eight major stores emphasizes 
and confirms that the CONASUPO stores only sell salt, bottled sauces, 

truit juice, lemons, grapefruit and bananas more cheaply among the 75 products 
Surveyed at the stores. On the other hand, it is the first to offer low 
prices on 25 types of goods in the Sausage, cold meats and dairy products 


branches. 


The lack of control creates absurdities in prices for electrical appliances. 
At some stores visited and according to information from the Consumer Institute, 
a modulator costs 53,350 pesos at a large transnational store and 33,000 at 
a smaller shop. 


Prices for blenders, irons, mixers, electrical regulators, television sets and 
other articles considered to be basic, "jump from 2,000 to 5,000 pesos from 
store to store." This is confirmed by inspectors from the Consumer Institute. 


Milk 


The visits made and information from the Consumer Institute obtained in the 
morning showed that rice, eggs, sugar and milk were practically not being sold. 
The volunteer housewives, Mercedes Sanchez, head of the Institute's specialized 
department, and Raul Cervantes Vivas, assistant, noted that inertia is the 


first symptom of the increase. 


In the case of milk, Cervantes Vivas said that the Office of Consumer Affairs 
cited representatives of the Boreal and Alpura bottlers when they noted that 
their trucks were illegally selling the product directly at street corners for 
29 pesos a liter, although the official price if 22.50. However, he noted, 
only one day after a pledge "to keep an eye on personnel," the complaints 
again began to stream in. 


At the beginning of the year, the Consumers Institute handled an average of 
1,200 calls from persons requesting comparative price information on basic 
products. Mercedes Sanchez adds that the Institute no longer reviews prices 
at markets or commercial areas in the outlying zones because it does not have 
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the personnel needed to do so. Furthermore, it tears that with the budget 
cuts, it may have to cancel more internal programs, such as orientation and 
the analysis ot products for the consumer. There are now only 18 delegations 


throughout the country, the rest having been eliminated already. 


In the case ot the Office of Consumer Affairs, according to Cervantes Vivas' 
inturmation, the average number of complaints received monthly was 90,000, 
45 percent of them from the metropolitan zone. He added that so far this 
year, there has been a 20-percent increase in the number of complaints, 
making a daily average of 36,000. 


Atter reporting that the budget cuts are already being felt here, Cervantes 
Vivas said that merchants are using two methods to foil inspectors: One is 
by raising prices one day and then lowering them and by concealing brands of 
products with lower prices. There is no longer any obedience of official 
prices on bottled drinks. 


This has been the picture in the past 24 days, after merchants, businessmen, 
the government and trade unions signed a pledge to keep prices steady on some 
120 widely used products. 


This is the reason for the desperation and helplessness of the housewives who 
daily see more price increases. One of their calculations, confirmed by 
investigators from the UNAM [National Autonomous University of Mexico] 
Economic Research Institute, indicates that what could be bought in December 
tor 200 pesos now costs 367.50, “only for food -- and not all -- for five 


persons.” 


One SECOFIN pamphlet gives information from the most recent national survey. 
The average milk consumption per person is 34 liters a year; refreshments, 
120 liters. Some 13 million Mexicans do not eat meat, 14 million do not eat 
eggs and 25 million almost never drink milk. And tomorrow morning, Mercedes 
Sanchez will have less change after doing her daily marketing -- that is, if 
she has any left at all. 


11,464 
CSO: 3248/519 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


CONGRESSIONAL DEPUTY ON INCREASED FLOW CF ILLEGALS 
Mexico City UNOMASUNO in Spanish 22 Jan 83 p 4 
[Article by Rene Delgado] 


[Text] The chairman of the Legislative Foreign Relations Committee, Deputy 
Luis Danton Rodriguez, said yesterday that the migratory flow of illegal 
workers into the United States had increased considerably because of the 
crisis. He stated that if the nearly 2 million Mexicans now in the r 2ighboring 
country were to be deported and in the exodus of Central Americans into Mexico 
should continue, there could result an economic and social problem whose re- 
percussions have still not been calculated. 


Consequently, Danton Rodriguez sees a need for Mexico and the United States 

to create the "emerging law" defending the interests of both countries through 
agreements, contracts, accords or laws making "what is moral the norm" and 
protecting basic human rights. 


He stated that the sudden return of illegal Mexican workers now in the United 
States and the continuing flow of Ceiutral Americans seeking safety in Mexico 
would put the country under the pressure of two migratory movements causing 
"serious havoc in its political and economic relations." 


Danton Rodriguez explained that the increase in the migratory movement of 
Mexicans to the United States responds to the lack of jobs because the "pro- 
duction plant is working at 40-percent Capacity," and to the attractiveness 
of working in that country and earning dollars, the drought of last year and 
the elimination of jobs. At the same time, the continuous flow of Salvadoran 
and Guatemalan refugees to the country responds to the social and economic 
structure and the political system existing in those two countries. 


Danton Rodriguez, who returned from the northern border a few days ago, also 
stated that among the Mexicans trying to cross over into the United States 

are not only migratory workers, but professional people, technicians, skilled 
workers and craftsmen as well. Regarding the Central American refugees, he 
said that in addition to their large numbers, they are generally persons who, 
because of their age, health or lack of skills, are difficult to place in jobs. 
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[In both cases, he said, it is necessary to fulfill commitments which interna- 
tional and national law establish with respect to the human and working rights 
of undocumented Mexicans in the United States and the Central American refugees 
in the country. He also said that the problem of the migratory flow will be 
one of the matters to which the greatest attention will be paid at the meeting 
between Mexican and American lawmakers on the 23d. 


11,464 
CSO: 3248/519 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


LEFTIST GROUPS FORM UNIFIED ECONOMIC FRONT 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 24 Jan 83 pp 1-A, 14-A 
[Article by Rogelio Hernandez Lopez] 


[Excerpts] In order to try to prevent the country's wage earners and working 
class from having to bear the effects of the economic crisis and in order to 
face the government measures that "violate national sovereignty itself," 
virtually the entire leftist opposition will form a unified front to defend 


the people's economy. 


This was the agreement made at week's end by representatives of political, 
trade union and social organizations that had previously belonged to two fronts 
called the National Committee To Defend the People's Economy and the National 
Front to Defend Wages and Against the High Cost of Living and Austerity. 


The president of one of the organizations heading the front, Heberto Castillo, 
ratified the accords and added that as a result of the national event scheduled 
for 30 January by both fronts last week had been cancelled and that the new 
program of action would be approved in the coming days. 


Castillo Martinez recalled that in the so-called National Committee To Defend 
the People's Economy, until the time when the single front is formalized, 

one will find the Mexican Workers Party, the Unified Socialist Party of Mexico, 
the Social Democratic Party, the Socialist Current, the Communist Leftist 

Unity and the Independent Confederation of Agricultural Workers and Farmers. 


The second organization will include the Revolutionary Workers Party, the 
Socialist Workers Party and the Worker-Peasant-Student Coalition of the Isthmus, 
along with other political organizations and the national coordinating commit- 
tees of the magistracy, people's settlements, the Ayala Farm Plan and countless 
groups from different regions of the country and social fronts numbering as 


many as 100. 


According to information from the organizations, talks were being held with 
university union leaders and other branches of activity, most outside the 
Labor Congress, in order to carry out joint actions rejecting the "austerity 


policy." 


Only the Popular Socialist Party and the Workers Socialist Party will reportedly 
remain outside the front agreed upon on Thursday. 


11,464 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


BRIEFS 


SONORA PEASANTS' DAILY MIGRATION--Hermosillo, Sonora, 22 Jan--Over 3,350 pea- 
sants from San Luis Rio Colorado have refused to work in the Sonora fields 

in order to emigrate to the United States, where they receive about 3,000 pesos 
a day harvesting fruits and vegetables. The mayor of San Luis Rio Colorado, 
Fausto Ochoa, said that 33 percent of the peasants from that city leave for 

the United States in the morning and return at night with American money, 

which is exchanged for them at the local bank. Salvador Santos Lomelin, leader 
of the migratory workers living in San Luis Rio Colorado, said that it is 
easier to earn money in the fields of Arizona and California because peasants 
have no trouble entering the United States legally or illegally, thanks to an 
agreement with that country's authorities on migration. Jose Irineo Campa 
Robles, president of CONACINTRA [expansion unknown] of that Sonora municipal- 
ity, said that the economic situation of peasants forces them to emigrate to 
the United States where, for working two hours harvesting fruits and vegetables, 
they can earn up to 3,000 pesos. Mexican labor is urgently needed by American 
farmers or enterprises located on the southern border of the United States, 

he said. [By Francisco Santa C.] [Text] [Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 

23 Jan 83 p 30-A] 11,464 


CSO: 3248/519 
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COUNTRY SECTION PERU 


BRIEFS 


TERRORISTS ATTACK TWO FACTORIES--The Civil Guard's emergency squad today cap- 
tured two terrorists who, together with six others, threw dynamite sticks at 
two factories on Avenida Argentina. The terrorists were planning to do the 
same with CITECO, another important firm in Lima. At 0000 today, eight ter- 
rorists threw dynamite sticks at the factories Hartinger and Universal Textil 
located in the 20th block of Avenida Argentina. The terrorists also threw a 
dynamite stick at a Land Rover truck of the Civil Guard that arrived at the 
place a few seconds after the attack. The dynamite stick exploded but the 
Occupants of the truck were not injured. Around 12 police cars also arrived 
at the place but the terrorists managed to escape toward Barriada Palermo. 
During the chase, the police arrested one of the terrorists who was taken to 
the police precinct of Mirones Bajo. The police later found a woman of approx- 
imately 18 years of age who was hiding in a park. The woman was reported as 
having dynamite bits on her clothes and strange black stains on her hands. 
The Civil Guard declined to provide information on this incident to the 
journalists. [Summary] [PY030233 Lima EXPRESO in Spanish 26 Jan 83 p 8] 


SHINING PATH LEADER ARRESTED--Ayacucho--The police have arrested university 
Professor Dante Chavez, alias "Camarada Fidel", who was the main "political- 
military" chief of the Shining Path group in the Concepcion area. The police 
managed to arrest the terrorist 3 days ago thanks to the confession made by 
"judicial officer" Froiland Martinez Sulica who was arrested in this same 
region. According to preliminary investigations carried out by the police it 
was established that Dante Chaves was in charge of more than 100 terrorists 
who are currently dispersed. The arrested university professor is an expert 
in chemistry and was the person in charge of teaching the members of his "cell" 
how to manufacture highly explosive devices which were used in various attacks 
against towns and police posts. It was established that Dante Chavez was 

in charge of the members of the Shining Path who operated secretly in Ocros, 
Vischongos, Vilcashuaman and Chincheros. The latter town is located in the 
Apurimac Department. [Text] [PY030139 Lima EXPRESO in Spanish 25 Jan 83 


p 3] 
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INVESTIGATIVE POLICE DIRECTOR REPLACED--Lt Gen Romulo Alayza Tejada, director 
of the Peruvian Investigative Police (PIP) has been replaced in this post 

by Lt Gen Rodolfo Ballesteros Cueva who at the time of his appointment was 
deputy director of the department. [PY302037 Lima EL COMERCIO in Spanish 


18 Jan 83 p Al PY] 


DYNAMITE SEIZED BY TERRORISTS--The Transport and Communications Ministry 
disclosed that on 2 January four hooded men stole 40 boxes containing 11,200 
dynamite sticks and fuses. The explosives, which were stolen by alleged 
terrorists, were kept at the ministry's work camp in Corpusancho and were 
going to be used for the construction of the Bolivar-Parcoy highway. 
[PY302037 Lima EXPRESO in Spanish 15 Jan 83 p 3 PY} 


CONTRACTING BULGARIAN VESSELS AUTHORIZED--Fishing Minister Luis Percovich 
stated that several Bulgarian and probably Soviet vessels will start 
operating in Peruvian waters. The minister was referring to the authoriza- 
tion granted to contract Bulgarian vessels with the purpose of supplying the 
domestic market with 2,700 tons of frozen fish per day and the agreement, 
which is being studied, to contract Soviet vessels for an additional 200 

ton supply. [PY302037 Lima EXPRESO in Spanish 14 Jan 83 p 4 PY] 


CSO: 3348/221 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST LUCIA 


UNION, OPPOSITION REACT TO COMPTON'S ECONOMIC PROGRAM 
Workers Union Position 
Castries THE VOICE in English 12 Jan 83 p 2 


[Apparent text of address to St Lucia Workers Union conference by George 
Louis; date and place not specified] 


[Excerpts] WE are holding this conference today against In Britain in the early sixties the trade unions 


the background of an international economic 
recession, balance of payments problems, 
the closure of many business enterprises and 
escalating unemployment figures, a situation 
which is bound to lead to unrest. 


As a workers’ organisation this cannot 
€scape our attention and must influence our 
deliberations here today. 


The developed and industrialised countries on which 
we depend for our markets whether for exports or 
tourism are Nard hit by the recession. The economists 
from whom the prescriptions are expected seem 
helpless or the solutions proposed, while acceptahie to 
the policymakers. may not be what the workers feel of 
interest to them 


The Government of St. Lucia proposed its own 
Me€asures as solutions to our economic problems. While 
the St Lucia Workers Union has not been vocal on this 
issue we have carefully studied the practicability of the 
proposals. 


| Must State here that throughout the forty odd years 
of existence of this Union it has always Carefully 
considered all its actions without bias so that its 
members will receive maximum benefit without the 
country being adversely affected. The proposals by 
Government which are essentially a “Prices and incomes 
Policy” with a productivity component will receive no 
lesser treatment 


This is an issue which has engaged the attention of 
many countries and with which some have 
experimented 
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refused to participate in the National Economic Council 
formed by the Conservatives on the grounds that 
effective collaboration was not possible with interests. 
who by tradition, and background had no sympathy with 
the umons point of view. while there were other 
arguments that policies which attempted to limit 
increases iN incomes to !ncrease productivity could be 
acceptable only in a socialist society 


There were other views that in order tor such a 
system to work. political leaders, trade unions and 
employers organisations have the responsibility for 
creating the atmosphere. political opportunities anc the 
necessary institutional arrangements for making such 
democratic participation in decision-making a reality 


CRITICALLY 


While we claim to have a democratic political 
sysiem we must ask ourselves whether our present 
multi-party political system assists in providing the idea! 
atmosphere required to achieve these goals? The time 
has come when we must critically examine our system 
A wonderful opportunity presented itself after the 
January political crisis, but unfortunately it was down 
played by a few politicians 


On the question of the “Prices & incomes” policy 
proposed by the government, the St. Lucia Workers 
UNION Cannot see the neec for any special agreement 
Since demands for wage increases usually tollow price 
increases we Delieve that { the authorities are able to 
restrain prices then there may not be the need for high 
wage demands 


IN Negotiating Our agreements we wil! continue to 
use the usual formulae, that is. the cost of living, the 
ability of the employer to pay and due regard to the 
country s economic conditions 








Whie we do not see a Prices and incomes Policy 
4° The solution to our economic problems we Delieve that 


a cetical (Ook at productivity 1S Necessary 


Stal shes snow Mat our single largest employer and 
eerie earners agriculture and its in ts area that we 
m,.' drect our man theost Our natural resources are 
‘me and and the people and we must see Now best we 
“49 achieve the maximum with a combination of the 
"wo 


3.1 ' be able to make maximum use of the !and we 
"Lot aS wheter the present (and tenure system allows 
TO Maermse the use of availabie iands There are 
reports Dy Several commissions lying on shelves 
ja"menng cust without anyone seriously attempting to 
iMpiement thew recommendations Many farmers willing 
‘oO work Continue to farm on smail patches of marginal 
ands which is offen uneconomical We need to be able 
To DAAg into use ‘ands which lie idie so that we can heip 
ncrease procuction, reduce our imports and increase 
€xD0r!s so that we can reduce our balance of payments 
and une™oaio ment and urban drift 


Tne politicians must Mave the will to seriously tackle 
Ms land 'enure problem and Make it a reality 


TAXATION 


The Caribo-an Basin initiative (C81) which we 
Nave all heard adout contains an agricultural component 
which it 1S hoped will open the American market to 
agricultural produce trom the region Are we prepared 
to accept this possibility if it becomes a reality 


We need an ongoing educationai programme on the 
subyect of productivity and inducement to workers to 
increase production We need to upgrade our 
management skills where necessary We need to cut 
down on Nureaucratic delays at some of our institutions 
which often result in loss of time and production. We 
must examine our taxation system and see whether it 
induces people 


The St Lucia Workers Union stands ready to assist 
i a%y Oractical efforts which will Detter the lives of our 
members and the country 


in recent umes 4a spate of at'4cns Nave Deen 
launched on tne St Lucia Workers Un.on Dy people who 
Call themseives the champions of the workers We Nave 
resisted the temptation to retaliate Decause we do no! 


believe that unions at war is on the be ot oterest of the 
workers 
But the time has come when we MuSt take joe 


action to protect our image We Nave been accused of 
being everything that is against the interest of workers 


ADULT SUFFRAGE 


Perhaps, | should review briefly the contrdution 
which this union Nas made to this country 


The St Lucia Workers Unions 1s now 43 years oid 
and came about when times were hard through ‘0: anc 
Sweat of its then leaders it Drought about adu't sutrage 
to this Country — that is the right to vote -- through the 
then St Lucia Labour Party of George Charies which 
sprang from the umion and worked hand in hand It 
heiped in bringing about labour and social legisiation for 
the benefit of the workers. Whatever we are enjoying 
today are merely improvements on what was brought 
about through the efforts of the umion and the then 
George Charles government The St Lucia Workers 
Umion has done only good for its members and the 
country A look at any collective agreement negotiated 
by the Union will reveal that they are second to none 
negotiated by other unions 


We have been accused of CIA connections because 
of our relationship with the Americans through the CCL 
We have never been involved in any efforts at 
destabilising the country 


We do not try to force any ideology on the peopie 
We have not been responsible for running jobs away 
trom the workers. What we have done is to help create 
the atmosphere for more jobs. We have never attempted 
to lead the workers on a Labour Day with an American 
flag. It was the NWU which attempted to lead the march 
with a Russian flag. Who then is serving which master 


The St. Lucia Workers’ Union nas served with 
honesty and dignity and despite the wishes of some 
people that it should die we will continue to serve the 
workers when others have died 


Workers Revolutionary Movement Stand 


Castries THE WEEKEND VOICE in English 15 Jan 83 p 7 


[Letter to the Editor] 








[Text ] 


THE EDITOR: As an organization working with, among, and for workers. and 
as an organisation with the national interest at heart, the Workers’ 
Revolutionary Movement (W.R.M.) would like to make the following nine 
points in relation to the address delivered by Prime Minister John Compton at 
the House of Assembly, on the evening of Thursday January 6. 1983 Wein 
W.A.M. look at the Prime Minister's lengthy address in two perspectives 
how it relates to the workers of St. Lucia. and how it relates to the aire need 
for national economic recovery. 
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1 While we recognise tne need tor an eh cent Public Service WR we 


rhe Poume Min te! ) 4 lof Mid oF, 4 re PIrViCe 3g | +16 ‘ 
would further aggravate the unempioyMent Situation and tre Ns ft 
would come wou'd spell further ards & workers and tries famur 
The Prime Minister himself singed out woraers if The Notel iG 
“a o4F s Cc vir ’ , , Yio"? + 
snd the Civil oervice, do [WO dafed Nn government woud ‘ake 
strong action this year As regards the no'e workers WE MV is oftne view 


that while the tourst mus! be protectec 4% the Prime M 


Management at the Hotels, and Government must aso recognise te rig 


hotel workers [0 4 Gecent wage especidl , f irc es In Gul vied 
the Prime Minister's claim thal (ne indust a) action taken Dy WOrRe 
seeking Detter wages and worring ( onaditions:s 7 Ney anid pe 
manipulated iS an under estimation of the extent of Severe Nasdsnps fat 
notel workers 

Pome Minister Lampton promised that Gove oment woud review tne 


industrial Relations Legisiation with a view to meeting thé indust4 
enalenges facing his administration He did not specity, Dut we in the W RM 
hope that he meant a review that will serve to Dring Me UNIONS 4nd 
Government closer, instead of further apart 
3 Regarding the Public Servants, and the Civil Servants in particular 
WRM 1s concerned about the Prime Ministers reference to Publi 
Servants appointed during the 1979 1982 administration of the SLP as 
garasites Such insultive fables, we tee! will Not assist in Dringing about 
the type of trust and confidence which any government would need in its 
Public Servants. especially at a crucial perod as this, when the natior 
future economic Survival iS at Stake 
4 Likewise the attacks on the Trade Unions and the very workers wc 
would be responsible for increase procuction. in Our view would militate 
against the success of any efforts towards economic recovery through 
ncreased production 
5 Regarding the various areas of corruption, wreguiarity dishonesty 
defrauding of taxes. and other such instances highlighted in Prime 
Minister Compton's address, we welcome the recognition of such ‘ong 
existing mal-practices by the Prime Minister himself Such activities have 
yiways been incompatible with efforts towards economic recovery in any 
country However, despite the limited areas identified in the Prime Minister's 
address we are of the view that the imal practices are not contined solely to 
the Civil Service 
We strongiy urge tne rrime Minister to direct the Attorney Genera! and 
Director of Public Prosecutions to carry out investigations, and take the 
necessary legal action Likewise, in areas where investigations Nave been 
carried out (like at SLBGA. and Funding Scheme) where persons were 
identified and even reached before the courts) we urge that the findings of 
the previous investigations be taken into consideration, and the appropriate 
action be taken 
6 The WAM also welcome the Government's identification of the need 
for taking serious Steps, from top to bottom. in order to help improve the 
state of tne economy. while we recognise tne Ministers agreement to take 
a ten percent cut in their salaries as a toxen of their commitment to national 
economic recovery — in Our view the financial! value of this ten percent in 
goila’s ana cents. 1S too small when compared with the total pay packet 
collected by each Minister, when allowances and other per«s are added 
Further. the ten percent cut 1S Negigadie when viewed against ‘ne 
Nackqround of ministers stil operating private dDusinesses. tending to private 
astates. continuing to run thei legal offices ail on government time and at 


he 


the expense of taxpayers — are direct conflicts of interest, as indicated Dy 
Prime Minister Comoton himself 
in our view. a reduction of the number of ministers and abolishment 
the Post of Ministers of State would Nave Made a More easonadie amou! 
yf money available as their contribution to tne National recovery effort 
7 It was good to hear the Prime Minister stand in detense of the right of 
Banana growers to get more out of the industry However we are St 
the view that the main problems facing tne industry anc Danana Qrowe’ 
the tact that GEEST INDUS! RitS LTD . continues 10 conect at \east 75°o of 
the returns of the sale of bananas I 1s also the WAM 's hope that the 
Government's plan for the industry thes year will ensure that the genuine inter 
est of the banana growers are realised. first and foremost 
8 In light of our recognition of the State of the economy and the need for 
sate guarding workers interests (which has been neglected by all previous 


‘ 


, 


3] 
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administrations and which is the main contributing factor to the present 
ndustial relations chinate) we repeat our cali made in a letter to Prime 
Minister Compton last December 2nd 1982 calling for the enactment of new 
laws Dy Government to 

Penalise merchants. companies and dDusiness places responsible tor 
"ne illegal export of hundreds of millions of dollars annually 
(D) Ban profiteering and iliegal price raising 
(Cc) Enforce compulsory recognition of Trade Unions by employers, 
(d) O:scourage employers trom carrying out lay Offs without notice and 

making sufficient advanced notice necessary Detore lay offs. 

(e) TO upgrade Workmen s Compensation and Redundancy Ordinances, 


ind 


{da} 


it) To regulate the activity of foreign compames operating in St Lucia 

Q Megownie we welcome the decision Dy some of the isiands Trade 
smions to come together to form an Industral Solidarity pact for future closer 
operation among the Trade Unions This positive step. in our view, will 
tor the working claSs Strugy@® and to ensure that workers 


duGul we 10 
nterests are ensured within any practical Steps towards national economic 
recovery 

EARL BOUSQUET 

General Secretary 


Peter Josie Comments 


Castries THE WEEKEND VOICE in English 15 Jan 83 p 7 


[Text } 


THE EDITOR | think it 1S true to Say tMat except ‘or tne very naive and 
initiated. the majority of St Lucians are not impressed or tooled Dy 
Compton s so called State of Economy message 'o the nation last week 

' one iooks at the substance of tne Prime Ministers proposals ‘or 
efiating and revitalizing tne economy, it will De seen that these are no 
diferent from those proposed in nis 1974 79 budget acdresses And yet the 
oeopie were So miserable and discontented that they resolutely turned tneir 
packs on Mr Compton's party in the 1979 elections Compton s proposals are 
simple basic initiatives which any first year student of economics or inceec 
any adult with a modicum of schooling wil! be familiar with The avoidance of 
wasteful expenditure. increased productivity and Savings. know how and 
investments are some of the basic pillars on which any economy is duit But 
the problem of St Lucia’s economy 1s much more complex. it Nas as Much {0 
do with social and class relationsnips as any fifth form Student will KNOW 

It 1§ equally instructive to note inat none of Mr Compton's simpie 
economic remedies nor those proposed to his Government by the |MF and 
which the PM fas apparently readily accepted Nave met with any iarge 
measure of success even in Reagan's America. Look at the mess that nas 
taken place in countries that insist on siavisnly following Compton s path of 
economic development Compton has not learnt’ 

One would oe at pains to deny that sound management of the economy 
5 an inescapabie function of all modern government. But the simple 
manipulation of a combination of resources and/or grant aids from donor 
countnes by themselves fall woefully short of what 1s reaily needed to turn 
this country or indeed any third world developing country around and Set it on 
the road of progress 

The most important missing ingredient in Compton's address 1s, in my 
view to De found at this time in the politics of this country And nowhere (not 
even once) in his two-hour address did the Prime Minister mention the word 
mass mobilization Compton has not learnt that the people carinot be left 


Out of the economic development process And even whilst he 1s hinting at 
central bulk purchases and importation by Government of certain essential 
commodities he is handing back the handing 0: Cement to nis cronies in the 
private sector The price of cement has moved upwards and St. Lucians shall 
Soon De experiencing shortages of that commodity 

To be truthful the only thing new in Mr Compton's address was his 
proposal to reduce the salaries of his Ministers by 10% with immediate 
eect So we must examine this proposal a !ittle closer 

Taken giobally the gross total monthiy salary and allowance of Compton 
and his Ministers trom June 1982 (i ve left out May since they received only 
two week pay then) amounts to some $511,600 When the St. LuciaLabour 
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Party Nad eight Ministers pius one Ministe? of State and two Parliamentary 
Secretanes thew Gross total) monthiy salary was $412 400 Almost 
$100.000 per month iess than what Compton and his men are paid trom tne 
treasury every month 

Between June and December 1982 therefore the Compton government 
has taken some $600,000 more trom the public purse than the first Labour 
Government did during thei first suc months at ottice 

Ate: (guisy § tall Cenac 5 Labour Government with eight Ministers was 
costing the country approximately $120 000 per month less than Loutsy’s 
administration and nearly a quarter million less than the present Compton 
Government 

So a reduction of 10% now will still ieave te Compton Government 
getting some fifty thousand doliars per month more than the average for the 
St Lucia Labour Party Governments |f Mr Compton wants to make an impact 
on the countries economic mistortune Ne Mus* Deg:n not only by reducing the 
Salary of MS Ministers Dut by cutting out "he dead wood in Ns government 
Mr Compton who criticised the SL FP fur Naving too many Ministers has 
three more Ministers than Lousy and six more than Cenac costing the 
treasury thousands of extra doliars per month 

In addition to this, the 10% in pay Cut may actually Denefit certain 
Ministers since ths can easily put them in a new bracket on the income tax 
scale. thus improving therr take home pay at the end of the month It would 
be interesting to see in what way the 10% cut really aMects the U WP 
Ministers 

... PETER JOSIE ... 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


HOTEL STRIKE ENDS, PROMPTS ASSESSMENT OF LABOR DISPUTES 


Criticism of Compton 


Castries THE VOICE in English 12 Jan 83 p 1 


[Text ] 


PRIME Minister John Compton has come under fire from 
the Seamen Waterfront and Genera! Workers’ Union over 
his recent statements in the House of Assembly about the 
Union's New Year strike at La Toc Hote! 


Mr. Compton, who was announcing new measures to 
stimulate the country’s economic recovery, said the strike 
was ‘patently mischievous, cold, calculated mischief de- 
signed to destroy the hotel industry and with it the jobs of 
so many people who depend on this industry.” 


But the Union yesterday issued a statement express- 
ing deep concern over Mr. Compton's claims, and disgust 
with his condemnation of the Union, on the basis of British 
press reports on the strike. 


The Union's statement explained the circumstances 
which led to the strike, in this way: 


The Union has been engaged in negotiations with the 
Hotel group comprising Cariblue, St. Lucian, Halcyon 
Beach, Couples and iaToc Holdings, as far back as 
November last year. During the last week of December, 
agreement was reached with all the hotels except La Toc. 
An interesting factor is that the negotiating team for La 
Toc had no mandate to enable them to reach any con- 
clusion and had to be referring to the Managing Director in 
London over the telephone. 


‘‘The Union's initial request was for a wage settle- 
ment similar to Cariblue Hote! but La Toc was only pre- 
pared to offer wages agreed to by the smaller Hotels. The 
Union reduced its demands but the Hotel maintained its 
stand and was not prepared to budge claiming its inability 
to pay Out More. 


‘‘The Union has secured an improvement on the 
minimum wage obtained at Hotels from $45 to 60 weekly.’ 


it said it was apparent that Mr. Compton was not 
concerned with the hotel's ‘‘intransigence’’ in concluding 
the negotiations or the workers’ situation at their place of 
employment but rather with ‘‘unfounded and unverified 
newspaper reports.”’ 
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It asked: "Is the Union to understand that the workers will continue to be 
subjugated and cannot fight for their due rights?" 


Terms of Settlement 


Castries THE WEEKEND VOICE in English 22 Jan 83 p 4 


[Text] The Management of Cunard La Toc and the St. Lucia Seamen Waterfront 
and General Workers Trade Union, representative of La Toc employees, have 
finally reached agreement after long weeks of negotiating. 


Negotiations which according to the President of the Union, Mr. Dunstan 
Fontenelle, began in November last year were initially between the St. Lucia 
Hotel Association and the Union who represented Cariblue, the St. Lucian, 
Halcyon Beach Hotel and the La Toc Holdings. 


Mr. Fontenelle explained that the Union's goal then was a two-year agreement 
with a 10% increase for employees of the small hotels and a 20% increase for 


/a 


the bigger hotels. 


The Association, he said, when confronted with the proposal, rejected it due 
to the current state of the Tourism industry, as a result of which each 
hotel decided to negotiate with the Union separately. 


Last week, before the Labour Commissioner, La Toc and the Union reached an 
agreement of a new structure with workers who earned up to $5 a day receiving 
an increase of 14% and those earning over $5 receiving a 10% increase. All. 
employees would also receive an increase of $1 on meal allowance. 


Mr. Fontenelle added that workers would get retroactive pay up to October 
1982. This agreement is effective until April 1984. 


Guy Ellis Comment 


Castries THE WEEKEND VOICE in English 22 Jan 83 p 2 


[Text] The industrial dispute at La Toc Hotel which triggered a New Year's 
Day strike that earned St. Lucia some adverse publicity in Britain and under- 
mined the Tourist Industry was finally resolved this week. 


Frankly, I have always marvelled at industrial disputes whether they be over 
union recognition, pay demands or the dismissal of employees. It appears to 
me that all disputes can always easily be avoided if there is give and take, 
understanding and good faith on the part of the parties concerned. 


In 1979, the Civil Service Association staged a historic strike lasting 59 
days in support of a pay claim against the Government, which claimed that 
the State of the country's economy could not support the workers’ demands. 
Four years afterwards, we are witnessing the validity of that position, for 
not only are we the taxpayers being made to foot an exhorbitant bill for the 
salaries of public workers today we are being told that their output in no 
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way matches their pay, and that in fact, the service is overstaffed. In the 
circumstances one could ask whether the 1979 strike can be considered "a 


just cause", 


In the private sector, industrial disputes have become more commonplace, 
this year with work stoppages on the ports, in industry and in the hotels. 
It is a situation that holds very serious implications for any poor strug- 
gling country like St. Lucia. 


Who's to be blamed? Is it the Government, the Unions or the employers? 


In the case of the La Toc dispute, Prime Minister John Compton left no doubt, 
as far as he was concerned, about where the blame should rest. He told the 
House of Assembly recently: ''No one in his right senses can tell me that 
after three years of economic stagnation, of bad international press, of low 
occupancy, of lay-offs and rotation in the tourist industry, that it is not 
patently mischievous to create problems in the hotels now that some tourists 
are returning to our shores and the industry is struggling to get back on 

its feet." 


Mr Compton also saw the strike as being designed to destroy the hotel indus- 
try and the jobs of those who depend on it. 


Now, one could understand the Prime Minister's anxiety to see that industrial 
stability reigns, that jobs are protected and that the tourists continue to 
come, but was the Prime Minister being fair? I don't think so. 


His statements may well set a very bad precedent since it seems to imply to 
other employers that because we need the jobs, the revenue, the stability and 
so on that the trade unions of this country should forever be ready to bow 
before the employer and compromise their positions. 


In recent years, badly managed industrial relations have played havoc in the 
country's productive sectors, even to the point of driving away investors. 


Former National Development Corporation Chairman, Julian Hunte in fact 
recognised the danger, and at one stage during his tenure of office, was 
pursuing the goal of reaching some sort of understanding with unions repre- 
senting workers in the industrial sector. 


Mr Compton too, it must be said, saw the need for a stable industrial rela- 
tions climate when he proposed the tripartite commission involving Govern- 
ment, the Unions and the private sector which groups most of the country's 


employers. 


One of the ideas behind this move was to tackle industrial relations problems 
before they got out of hand. It is a serious blow to St. Lucia that this 
proposal has been deemed "unacceptable" in certain quarters. 


Unless, there is industrial peace in this country, there will be no develop- 
ment. It is well known that in St. Lucia today there are those among us, 
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including persons in the political field who thrive on disorder and con- 
frontation, and that one of the areas where they perceive that such disorder 


could be tomented with good effect is through the trade union movement. 


What must be remembered is that once a country acquires a reputation 

especially a "negative" reputation, it is no easy task dispelling it, 
whichever Government is in control. St. Lucia has learnt that lesson 
only a few years ago, 


Because of this, it is imperative that the Government moves with all haste to 
create the climate for a healthy industrial relations. It should not allow 
itself to be blinded by the rejection of its tripartite proposals by some of 
the unions and should treat all unions and their requests on merit. 


For instance, the unions which have entered into a so-called "solidarity 
pact'’ have recommended, among other things, the institution of measures to 
make recognition of trade unions by employers easier. Interestingly, this 
matter of recognition has been one of the main reasons for industrial dis- 
putes in St. Lucia in recent years. It is an area which should be looked 
into as a matter of urgency. The issue of recognition should never be 
allowed to boil over into a dispute that results in industrial dislocation. 


But will the Government be prepared to bend a little without any sign of 
reciprocity from the Unions? Can the Unions, on the other hand, be expected 
to act fairly with a Government towards which some of them are known to be 
hostile? Is there enough trust between the Government and the trade union 
movement that could produce a crystallisation of views and positions in the 


national interest? 


It is indeed unfortunate that there seems to be such a hardening of posi- 
tions. Mr Compton no doubt remembers the events of 1979 and the part which 
the union played in ensuring his fall from power. Further, he is aware that 
to this day, there are persons in the movement with obvious political motives 
who would do anything to produce a replay of the 1979 episode. It is this 
political undercurrent that is at the root of the present atmosphere of 
mistrust that now exists between the Government and (some of) the Unions. 


lronically, the trade union movement in St. Lucia attained its present growth 
while the UWP was in power. The same can be said for the few unions that 
existed under the George Charles Labour Party Government of 1951-64. During 
those two periods, the creation of employment opportunities for Saint Lucians 
swelled the ranks of the Unions and thriving memberships were maintained. 


The new complexion of St. Lucia's politics in the last decade has changed 
all that. The agitation for change in 1979 inflicted grave problems on the 
country during which many St. Lucians lost their jobs. 


Mr Compton believes that this same political axis is now poised for a return 
via the trade union movement. He is not altogether wrong. The trade union- 
ists who stalk the country today are a far mould from men like Charles, 
Francis Carasco, Charles Augustin, Martin Jn Baptiste, Herman Collymore and 
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Burke King who struggled for the working class with true dedication and 


honesty. 


Their successors are younger, more radical, some sincere and dedicated 

trade unionists, and some ideologues. On all this seems to rest St. Lucia's 
future, its thrust for economic recovery, its quest for industrial peace and 
its bid to satisfy its workers. 


The private sector is made of an equally threatening combination, with fair 
and honest employers, and those willing to employ every trick in the book to 
deprive workers of their just demands as well. In the course of their pur- 
suits, the latter would sacrifice the industrial peace and stability to 
maintain a tight lid on their coffers. 


In all this, the Government stands in the middle. 


If Mr Compton is serious about restoring stability in the industrial relations 
field, he should not attempt to antagonise the unions. Neither should the 
unions over-play or over-estimate their power. In recent times, there have 
been indications of a growing restlessness and disenchantment among some 

union memberships with the presumed political motives of some of their key 
officers. The Government should not console itself in the belief that the 


situation will resolve itself. 


Mr Compton's best bet is to embark on a well-publicised exercise of dialogue 
with both the unions and the employers to produce the sort of understanding 
that will ensure that industrial peace and stability is achieved. When all 
is said and done, it will be the public who will be better able to judge the 


true nature and cause of disputes like that at La Toc. 


He must cease his apparent readiness to condemn the trade union movement out 
of hand, and must instead weigh the issues carefully before coming to any 
conclusion. It is my view that there are many employers in St. Lucia today 
who deserve to be investigated by the Government as far as their industrial 
practices go. They too have played their part in precipitating industrial 
unrest. The Government should never attempt to give them protection. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


ST LUCIA 


PETER JOSIE ASSAILS 'OPPORTUNISM' OF ODLUM'S POLITICS 


Castries THE WEEKEND VOICE in English 8 Jan 83 p 8 


[Letter to the Editor] 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


THE EDITOR: It is interesting to note that 
both Cenac (Neville) and Odlum (George) 
have called for ‘‘National Government” in 
separate ‘‘messages.’’ We may forgive 
Cenac’s innocence and evenbe sympathetic 
to him since he saw the creation of a 
National government as a way of him 
making a face-saving exit from politics. 

But Odlum cannot be dismissed as 
lightly because of the threat which 
posed as an alternative and also because of 


the role which Odlum himself played at the 
time when St. Lucians were probably most 
receptive to the idea of national Govern- 
ment. 
Odlum had participated fully about a 
year ago in the talks that resulted in some 
firm proposals for the establishment of a 
government of national unity. When 
Compton reneged on the agreement, talks 
were to take place between Odlum and 
Calderon of the SLP to work out a formula 
that would save St. Lucians from the bitter- 
ness of an election campaign and the 
further fragmentation of the labour forces. 
But true to his petit-bourgeoise and back 
ward mentality Odlum chose to throw his 
weight with Compton and the Chamber of 
Commerce to force fresh elections. 


That was the essence of opportunistic 
politics. And as if that was not enough 
Odlum and Compton promptly got at each 
others throats after the May elections. 
Political observers must note the extreme 
subjectivism of Odlum. When it was not 
Compton it was Louisy, then it was Cenac, 
now its Compton again.’ The issues get lost 
in the pretensive diatribe that we have 
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come to expect from that man, who had 
promised so much. It is strange that a man 
with diahorrea in the mouth should be so 
constipated with ineffective action. Odlum 
had a golden opportunity to re-unite the 
Labour masses after Compton's act but he 
did not feel and has never felt any 
sympathy for the labour supporters. 


Are we to believe that Odlum is now 
prepared to swallow humble pie. as | 
suggested in my last letter to you and work 
with his famer political enemies for the 
good of the country. The sad truth is, that 
apart from being unbelievable, Odlum has 
no legitimacy and is therefore in no 
position to make such a call. But if by some 
odd miracie the Compton government 
decides to accept the call for national 
Government, it is my view that the credibil 
ity ot all ‘new’ Ministers and their deputies 
should be tested with the people in a 
national referendum before any proposals 
are implemented. Such a move will ensure 
that ‘the people’ are not again used as 
pawns?? by self seeking and backward 


politicians. 


And what about Odlum’s threat ot 
people take-over? That must be the fal! of 
the fatalist who thrives on wishing death. 
Any true progressive would tell you that 
when the objective conditions had present- 
ed themselves, Odlum, rather than ‘going- 
for-broke.’ chose by deception and bluff 
to defuse the situation. So who is Odlum 
trying to get killed? Certainly not George 
Odlum! 


PETER JOSIE 





COUNTRY SECTION ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 


ECONOMIC GROWTH IN 1982, PROSPECTS FOR 1983 REVIEWED 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 2 Feb 83 p 12 
[Article by Nora Peacocke] 


(Text] St Vincent and the Grenadines recorded a real growth in its economy 
of four percent in 1982. This improvement was reported by Minister of Trade 
and Agriculture Vincent Beache, 


It was good news for Vincentians, for there was little in the economic 
repercussions on the pattern of their personal lifestyle to indicate that 
there was an improvement in 1982 on the rigours of 1981. 


As for 1983, it has opened with the people in general facing higher elec- 
tricity rates and the farmers getting less for their bananas. Not an 
enchanting prospect. 


However, something which sheds more than a glimmer of hope on the 
electricity situation has emerged. Part of the energy for supplying 
electricity comes from hydro-electric power. 


~~ Tt is a faf Cheaper source-than the 


tmported diese! oil that fuels the ma- Manager of Viniec has given full-credit 


to the Richmond Staff for the accom- 


jonty of the St. Vincent Electricity 
Services’ (Vinlec) equipment and is 
responsible for the high fuel surcharge 
that has produced so much resent- 
ment in consumers. 

P for in 


seem 


that the Richmond Hydro Station at 
North Leeward recorded its highest 
ever generation of power (6,958,000 
units) in 1982. The previous best was 
(6,534,260units) in 1981. 

The high output in two consecutive 
years seems to point to an im- 
provement in station maintenance 

production techniques. The 


creasing substan- 
tially — of hydro-power 


The Vinlec Manager -has reportea 





ee 


plishment of their station. 

There is another hydro-electric sta- 
tion at South Rivers on the windward 
side of the island, but stthead output is 
only about half that at Richmond. ! 

According to the Manager, Govern- 
ment is giving priority to hydro 
electric development. It is seeking 
emp from international sources in 


The cost of the utilities-electricity, 
water and telephones-is an enormous 
drain on the financial resources of the 
citizens of St.Vincent andthe 
Grenadines - especially within the con- 
text of the low salaries earned. To 
replace electricity with domestic gas” 
for cooking does not help much, for the 





CSO: 


pace oe Sit commeiity hap tiem & 
108.45 per hundred-pound cylinder: 
If enough a power can be 


which emerged 


had taken on an expansion me 
and factory facilities been 
developed to the point of adequacy. 





make matters worse, ground Re 
B ers and traffickers "net 


vision 
penmaal competition in Trinidad 
from Barbados towards the end of the 
year - and their own over supply did 
not help the situation. ‘ 

in fact things are so bad that the 
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The paper has supplied figures which 
claim farmers are already selling at 
Prices below production costs in the 
case of carrots, sweet potatoes, yams, 
eddoes and tannias. We are left won- 
dering how they have not ai! gone 


“Unity,” the organ of the newest 


Oppositinn party, the Movement for 
National Unity, hes also been critical. 





I quote: ‘‘As usual, the Labour Party 
Government does not have any ideas 
or plans to create a viable agricultural 
sector.”’ 

However arising out of the Govern 
ment’s initiative, a team of five 
Tiwanese technologists is in St. Vin 
cent trying to cushion the blows to our 
traditional agriculture by assistance 
in the cultivation of exotic crops like 
as ag and — 

meantime, Department 
of Agriculture has —- 

versification programme w 
hopes to exploit the crops, onion and 
garlic, among others. The Depart- 
ment also expects to obtain improved 
Production through stringent soil 
conservation measures. 

To this end the Extension Officers 
have recently undergone training in 
the use of bostrum levels for contour- 


‘ing and terracing. 





COUNTRY SECTION 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


STATEMENT BY NEW TAPIA CHAIRMAN TO ALLIANCE CONVENTION 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 3 Feb 83 pp 10, ll, 31 


[Text } 


THIS is the staternent presented by 
new TAPIA Chairman Michaei Harris 
on the occasion of the Regional Conven- 
tion of the Alliance Party recently at. 
North Eastern College, in 
Grande. ¢ 


1 tink it is eminently fitting that 
my first full public statement as the 
new Chairman of the —_ House 
Movement should be e on an 
occasion such as this and before such 
an audience. 

The St. Andrew St. David ‘Nanva 
region has a very special reputation in 
the councils of the Alliance. It is weil 
known that your region is the only one 
in the country so far where the Na 
tional Alliance of Trinidad and Tobago 
is more than an idea, more than an 
unfinished construction but is, indeed, 
an accomplished fact. 

I am also happy to be here on this 
occasion because I firmly believe 
occasions such as this- must 
constitute the pmmary endeavours of’ 
the Alliance. As some of you may have 
heard me say a coupie of Sundays ago 
when I accepted the Chairmanship of 
Tapia, and as I am going to be saying 
over and over in the weeks and months 
to come, political education is the only 
true and genuine foundation of a free 
and democratic society, the only 
unshakeable pillars of an independent 
nation. 


SHIFTING SANDS 


To build a party or a nation without 
laying the foundations of a full and 
continuous political education of the 
members and citizens is to build on the 
proverbial shifting sands. It is said you 
can fool some of the people all of the 
time. _ 

The time has now come in Trinidad 
and Tobago when the ong, have 
realised that they have been fooled for 
a long time and they are not prepared 
to be fooled any longer. 

And we in the Alliance will be fools, 
indeed, not to understand this and to 
know our responsibility in these times 
is to take the people of Trinidad and 

ago into our confidence and: to 
come as clean as a whistle. 
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So I SS ee Dr. Bnisley 
Samaroo and his team of Alliance 


workers for organising this splendid 
occasion, I them for extending 
their generous invitation to me to be a 
guest speaker and |! embrace the 
opportunity to address the Alhance 
fmnends and supporters in thjs region. 

This regional convention here today 
is also fortwtously timed coming as it 
does when politcal eyes are turning to 
the Government elections 
—s on the honzons. 

And | think I can do no better than 
to seize the opportunity before a 
gathering of the Alliance soldiers in 
this region to explain, as far as I see tt, 
what must be the battle plan of the 
Alhance and to remind us of the long- 
term strategy that we are pursuing in 
what I want to call the ‘war for the 
salvation” of Trinidad and Tobago. 

Brothers and sisters, as any good 
eneral will tell you, the first step in 
evising campaign strategy must be 
to survey the terrain, to map 
carefully where the hills and valleys 
are, where the roads and bridges are 
located, where there is shelter and 
rotection and where there is danger 
urking in amDusb. 

What this means in political terms, 
brothers and sisters, is that we must 
begin with a clear and complete 
understanding of  the__ poliucal 
jandscape of Trinidad and Tobago. 

In this regard let us remember that 
our very existence as a Party of 
Parties is an attempt to acknowledge 
and to address in a creative and 
responsible way the most important 
single fact of the social and political 
to aphy of Trinidad and Tobago. 

t fact is that ours is a country 
composed of many different ethnic and 
cultural fragments. Some of you would 
remember that Lloyd Best in his 
comprehensive address — [0 the 
Inaugural Convention of the Alliance in 
November, iast year, descmbed in 
some detail nine different cultural 
groupings or tribes, as he likes to call 
them existing in Trinidad and Tobago. 





Whether one agrees win ft 
number and descnption of these tribes 
as detailed by Lloyd 1s not of primary 
unportance What is of the utmost 
significance is that we recognise that 
our country is a fragmented one, that 
we are not a homogeneous le. 

Our ancestors came to these shores 
or were brought to these shores from 
all corners of the world and for most of 
our history in this land our vanous 
peoples, as colonial subjects, have 
existed if not in mutual! hostility, 
certainly in mutual ignorance, mutual’ 
suspicion and mutual jealousy. 

Secondly, we must be honest and 
admit that since we obtained formal 

neal wmndependence we have not 
able to devise and set in place the 
mechanisms of tegration , which 
woul@ be able to pull our fragmented 
peoples together in such a way that all 
of us whatever our race, our religion 
our colour, can come to feel secure and 
confident that we possess an equal 
place in this land. 

Almost 1S0 years ago, just after the 
emancipation of the siaves, a Colonial 
Governor could perceptively remark 
that a race had been freed but a 


society had not been formed. Today, 2, 


years after tical independence it 
might be said equally truly that many 
people have been freed from 
colonialism but one society sll has 
not yet been formed. 

Finally, brothers and sisters, let us 
all be very honest with ourselves ang 
admit that the fragmentation of 
deoples, our continued failure t 
me united society has had and 
continues to have very definite, very 
tangible, very demonstrabie 
consequences in terms of the political 
and electoral behaviours of our people 
and in terms of the kind of political 
parties we have. . 

IN POWER 


To put it as simply as possible, the 
vast majonty of the citizens of 
Trinidad and Tobago, when they go to 
the polls to support a party, support 
that party which they feel 
represents the interests, not of 
Trinidad and Tobago, but of the 
particular cultural or ethnic group for 
which they belong. 

The reverse of this is that the 
suecess of political parties has not in 
any way depended on their record, or 
on their plans and programmes for the 
country or on the calibre of the men 
and women who lead them. Success 
has depended on the ability, or the 
good luck, of a party to ca the 
allegiance of one or more of the ethnic 
fragments which make up our 

ation. 
uch cultural fragments or tribes 
, of course, of the same Size. 
There exists two dominant tribes 
which are culturally distinct, racially 
distinct and inhabit, by and large, 
different regiorfs of the country. 
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On the one Yand tnere are the Afro 
Trnnidadians Who live along the east- 
west corridor and on the other the 
Indo-Tnnidadians of the central piains 
These two major tnbes, for the most 

art, give their allegiance to the 

N_M. and the U_L.F., respectively. 

Brothers and sisters, uf you agree 
that what I have said so far 1s a true 
and faithful representation of the 
structure of polincs as it obtains in 
grt weedy en there are a number 
of cult and troubling umplicanons 
whith we cannot avoid. I want to spell 
out the most cmtical of these as 
carefully and as precisely as possible. 
. Number One: If our analysis is true 
then it explains with a remarkable 
degree of precision why in fact the 
ruung Peopie’s National Movement 
has been in power for over 2S years and 
it warns us that unless we find and 
forge the political instrument 
apprupniate to our situation they may 
well remain in power for many years to 
come. 

This is so because, in the first place 
they possess the allegiance of one of 
the two dominant ethnic groups in the 
society. And this is perhaps a good 

int at which to stress that the Afro- 

mnidadians who support the ruling 
party are perfectly aware of its 
shortcomings 


They know that it is mcom>etent 
and mddied with corruption and that 
it has failed even to property address 
the interests and n of the Afncan 
population. 

t they continue to support it 
under these conditions can only ove 
explained by the fact that they make 
what we must acknowldege to be the 
utterly rational calculation that jt is 
better to hold on to a party which, 
even thou it only munimaily 
addresses their needs, is already in 
possession of the powers of the State, 
than risk bringing into office a party 
that may not represent them or 
address their needs at all. 

This is a most vital point and I shall 
wee us to come back to it in a little 
while. 


AN ACCIDENT 


The second reason why the P.N.M. 
has been in power for 2S vears is simply 
that by the accident of history they 
were in possession of the powers of the 
State at the ume of Independence, 
and __— these tire wers ~ of 

tronage, hcity and coercion, 

ve given them the means by which 
to attract some elements of the 
_— ethnic fragments to their 
side 

Number 2: If our analysis is correct, 
brothers and sisters, then it also 
explains why the ruling party has been 
so tutaily incompetent and why no 





matter how jong they remain tn offi 
they will never be good government. 
For they are the prisoners of the very 
methods of their sleckansl success. 

If your electoral success depends 
upon lw & parnecular ethnic 
aaa ce Nun 4 country of many 

communities, cach looking over 
its shoulders suspiciously at the 
others, it is unpossible to govern on 
behalf of the whole country without 
jeopardising the allegiance of the 
community that is 

responsible for your success 

A government can only govern 
ir aa weil if wt is in a 

Oo at the coun as a 
whole and to pian and ret Pome 
programme without discmmuinatory 
reference to race or region. This the 
ruling agp bog never dared to do and 
does not to do and so it will 
wallow in its imcompetence and 
contmue to iead the country down the’ 
road of disaster as long as it is there. 

Number 3: If our analysis is true and 
correct then let us also acknowledge 
that no other party which is based, 
whether in popular perception or in 
fact, upon a parncular ethnic cultural 
group, stands the chance of a 
in hell or evet becoming the govern- 
ment. 

More that this if any such party 
were by some muracle to come [to 
office, though they may be less 
crooked than the present ernment 
there is no way in which they could be 
more competent. I wish to repeat 
that ne government can properly do 
its job when it does not have the trust 
of vast majonty of the population. 

And any government which comes 
to office ely on the basis on the 
support of one particular tribe will 
immediately incur the suspicion and 
mistrust of all the others. 

Number 4: If our analysis is true 


then let us also recognise that it is not 
gsumply to speak or to act on 
of the entire nation, to explore 
and exploit the best possibilities for 
the future. And though we may have 
gained the respect of all we have failed 
miserably to capture the electoral 
su of any but a handful. . 
‘or Tapia, too, has been guiity of a 
serious error. We have tned to address 
the nation when there is no one nation 
ul logge we aoa tmed to win the 
whole country ignoring the Ss 
that make up the whole. We ave 
tmed to begin at the end. We know 
now that it cannot work that way. 
Number §: Finally, brothers and 
sisters, if our analysis is correct, then 
it tells us precisely the type of 
instrument, the type of _ political 
party, which we must forge if we are 
ever to storm the portals of history 
and lead all our peopie out of Babylon 
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forever 

We need, brothers and sisters, a 
Nationa] Party, national in the sense 
that it seeks and works for the 
uplittment of the entre country, but 
nationa! in the sense also that it 1s 
manifestly, frankly and unrepentantly 
based in, and representative of, all the 
tribes, all the fragments and all the 
ethnic commumities. 

That is the only way, or rather the 
only civic and peaceful way, to glory. 
Such a Nationa! Party is not y 
necessary for electoral success in the 
first place but is the only guarantee 
we have, as long as Trinidad remains as 
fragmented as it is, of putting in place 
a government capable of leading the 


entire country. 

With the political landscape which | 
have painted as a background it 
becames easier to descmbe what the 
Alliance Party of Parties is all about 
and to comprehend what our strategy 
in the forthcoming Local Government 
elections must be. 

The idea of a Party of Parties has 
troubled many people who perhaps feel 
that it is too strange, too com- 

licated and perhaps a lrtle bit of a 

ramble. Yet when we speak of a 
Party of Parnes that name descnbes 
exactly what we are trying to do as a 
transitional step. 

Ours is an open and frank cs 
to bring together under one umbrella 
those parties, no matter how large or 
small, which are the - valid 
representatives of particular cultural 
and ethnic segments of our populaton. 

In other words we choose to bring 
our peoples together by first bringing 
their parties together. And we do so 
for a very good reason. For, given the 
suspicions and the jealousies which 
abound, it is only. the sense of secunty 
that comes from icipating as a 
unit, from having the parties and the 
leaders they choose, involved in equal 
standing with all others, that will 
permit our various fragments to come 
together to discuss and negotiate in 
oe faith and to work for the benefit 


LONG ROAD 


When that process is complete then 
shall the Party of Parties wither —_ 
and the National Party which we 
seek stand forth united in ail its glory. 

Obviously, brothers and sisters, we 
are not there vet. The Alliance Party 
of Parties which we all know and be 
long to is but the ing of the 
process. We have om a long way but 
there is a long road yet to travel. 

A road that must see us bring under 
the umbreila of the Party of Parties 
all the existing parties that are not 
now with us and even those that do 
not exist at the moment. For I hope 











you appreciate that the future will 
see other partes throw off their 
cocoons and try to spread their wings. 

The immediate question which arise 
of course 1s just how do we accomplish 
that? How do we persuade the other 
parhes, and by extension, the other 
communities in our country to enter 
the fold. That is the most vital, the 
most cnmucal, the most crucial 
question that amses from ail] that i 
have said here this evening 

I would like to suggest that the 
answer must come in two parts. in 
the first we must seek to 
persuade other parties wn the 
country by the manner in which we 
conduct our business. 

We must 30 conduct our affairs that 
none who look upon us from without 
can doubt that ours is a completely 


democratic amisation, an 
orgamisahon in which every voice, 
every non, every interest 


orgamsaton which, lm terms of 
everything we say or do, is manifestly 
seen to be conscious of and concerned 


1 do not wish to say any more on this 
at this moment. Let me alert you, 
however, that such 1s its importance 
that we will have to returm to it often 
as the . 

The second part of the answer posed 
on occasion, of far more 
urgency. [t brings us right up against 
whole question of electoral 
strategy. For we shall persuade the 
other parties to join us only if and 


_ 


when we emerge, without the 
slightest shadow of a doubt, not 
simply as the most formidable 


> yer of the ruling party but as 
only viable alternative to the rul- 


ing party. 
n other words. we must stnve for a 
situation in which there are, in terms 
of electoral two 


Parties all those who belon 
Parnes ea the one nor fo the other will 
have no other option, will be able to 
perceive no other realistic 
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alternative, Dut to take a side. Thar is 
the answer 
That 1s the answer and the strat 

which the Alliance must pursue in ' 
forthcoming Loca! Government 
elections must seek without ulusions 
and in an absolutely — way. 
to advance this prime objective. We ' 
must in, ore, by 
understanding with crystal clanty 
just why we are fighting the ejections . 
and just what we have to gain from so 


doing 
I hope none of us here this ev is 


30 naive as to entertain — ef 
that gaining Local 
Government wil enabie us to 


better serve the interest of our 


constituents. 

There is no hope of that. No hope 
whatsoever because over the years 
Local Governments have been 
progressively emasculated, depnved of 
their legitimate functions and 
authonity to the point where today 
they are little more than munor 
a of the Central 
Government and are used as pastures 
where the ruling puts 


these 
indication there could be, outside of 
eagles elections, as to the nature of 
support and strength of politica! 
That is why, let me remind you, the 

ruling party was so ove in 
of the electoral 


mount a e in the 
forthcomi ectons to retain 
control of opposition areas. 
But in 1980, as we all know, 


U.L.F. was in disarray. In 1983 it is 
simply the ULF. but the entire 
liance that stands in the ring. And 


Beg 
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party its | 
brokendown hacks out to graze. If you | 





first pmonty im _ the forthcoming 
elections is to dmve the P N.M. lock, 
stock and barre! out of our strongholds 
and to demonstrate wm no uncertain 
terms that in those areas we are the 
only force. 

Let us spell out in detail what that 
means In the elections ahead the 
Alliance must seek to gain control of 
every single electoral distnct in the 
counhes of Carom, Victoria. St. 
Patrick, Nanva and St. Andrew /St. 
David. Aili our efforts, all our energies, 
al) our resources must be applied to 
Make certain of those contests before 
we turm our attention elsewhere. 

We must be absolutely clear as to 
the reason for this. When we turn our 
attention elsewhere we are iw fact 
turmin our attention to the 
stronghois of the ruling party in the 
east-West corndor and in the urban 
municipalities. We have to challenge 
them in those areas and challenge 
them we will. 

For make no mistake it is in those 
areas that the decisive battle for 
Tnnidad and Tobago will be fought. 
But it would be the utmost folly, the 


would b folly, 
challenge the enemy in fe strongholds 


only to find it coming upon us from 
behind 


So that the battle just ahead is 
extremely important. It gives the 
Alliance Party of Parties the chance 
to put an indelible imprint on a large 
section of the land, to claim such 
termtory as its own and to construct 
there an impregnable fortress from 
which to launch forth on the final 
battle against the forces of darkness, 
a battle which may be coming sooner 
than you think. 

Brothers and sisters, if [ am 
permitted to end with the military 
analogy with which I began I would say 
that in the final analysis no matter 
how good the plan of battle, no matter 
how wise the generals, no matter how 
sophisticated the weapons, it is 

iers who win battles. 


And I for one am y knowing 
that in the Local vernment 
elections just ahead the Alliance 


Party can count on soldiers such as 
you in this area. 


ee ee 





COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


BRIEFS 


ELECTION CANDIDATE SCREENING--San Fernando--The opposition National 
Alliance which started its screening of candidates over the weekend in 
preparation for the upcoming Local Government elections is getting good 
response. Screening started at the head office of the United Labour 
Front (ULF) at Hobson Street, San Fernando, on Saturday where more than 
30 candidates were interviewed, The screening committee, headed by 
Opposition Leader Basdeo Panday then moved into the Caroni district and 
screened 24 candidates. Two of them were nominated unopposed--Mr 
Howard Maharaj and Mr Sam Jattan. On Sunday the exercise started for 
candidates in the St Andrew's-St David County. The committee will move 
to Nariva-Mayaro on Saturday after receiving recommendations from the 
Alliance's regional committee. The alliance screening committee will 
meet tomorrow night in San Fernando to select the candidates from those 
already screened to contest the elections in the respective areas, Mr 
Kelvin Ramnath,MP, a member of the screening committee yesterday expressed 
confidence in the Alliance taking control of all the County Councils. 
This is because of the "excellent" response the Alliance is receiving 
from the public, he said, [Text] [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in 


English 1 Feb 83 p 7] 
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